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A message from 2016 Board Chair Susan Hammel
and Executive Director Sean Kershaw

For over 60 years, the Citizens League has brought together diverse perspectives to develop
solutions to the biggest problems facing Minnesota. Thanks to our dedicated and engaged
members that power this effort! Our work would not be possible without the strong support of
our members, both financially and through the collaborative work we do together.

In 2016, the Citizens League brought many important topics to the forefront of conversation.
Topics such as the Metropolitan Council, developing new a new generation of diverse leaders at
the Capitol, helping families talk about aging, education and workforce development were just
some of them. Because we believe everyone can be a policymaker surrounding these issues,
these discussions happened not only in the halls of government but in community
conversations and at kitchen tables.

Convening Minnesotans to tackle tough issues is in our DNA. We find that gathering people
with diverse perspectives together brings out the best discussion. With events like

Policy and a Pint®, sponsored by Target, The Voting Booth Chronicles, sponsored by Comcast,
and Mind Openers, sponsored by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota, we tacked such
issues as the state of political parties today, water quality in Minnesota, and better
coordinating mental health resources. We also began teaching our Quantum Civics™ leadership
development program for active citizenship to our members, demonstrating the role all citizens
play in policymaking. Civics@Work programming, available to our organizational members,
provided timely and non-partisan public policy information during workday sessions. Speakers
from state executives to media analysts to trade experts led interactive lively discussions.

The year was capped off with a tremendous Civic Celebration honoring the legacies of
Wheelock Whitney and Dr. Glen Nelson, and how their leadership has had ripple effects
through generations. More than 400 guests joined us to recognize these two for their
inspirational leadership.

Our members make our work possible. It was a pleasure for us to lead the Citizens League in
2016, and we look forward to great things ahead!

Susan Hammel, . D | Sean Kershaw,
2016 Board Chair \ N Executive Director
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The Citizens League is a member-supported nonpartisan nonprofit organization that champions
the role of all Minnesotans to govern for the common good and promote democracy.

Through our work:

e Minnesotans of all backgrounds, parties and ideologies are engaged, inspired and
empowered to see the role they play in public policy and act on it, reigniting
Minnesota’s ability to implement innovative and effective policy solutions for the
21st Century; and

e The Citizens League is a relevant and respected policy resource, leveraging the strength
of our 60-year legacy with a focus on solving tomorrow’s problems, and earning the
ongoing support of our members, board, leadership and staff.

In 2016, the Citizens League utilized its unique reputation as a respected non-partisan, non-
profit public policy organization to bring together different perspectives to tackle big challenges
facing Minnesota today, from Met Council reform to helping our communities plan for our
aging population. In addition, by hosting several events throughout the year, the Citizens
League facilitated discussions on a variety of issues, inviting differing points of views on topics,
encouraging comments and questions from our audience, and challenging all in attendance to
consider other ideas. Here are some of the initiatives, projects and events the Citizens League
took on in 2016.

Metropolitan Council Reform

In 2016, the Citizens League convened a diverse task force to study concerns related to the
Metropolitan Council, a regional planning entity. The charge of the task force was to look at the
Council’s performance against its goals; learn more about the concerns raised; examine the
tensions between counties, cities, and individual Minnesotans; and discuss some of the changes
that have been suggested from the starting place of preserving the Council’s regional
effectiveness.

The 19-member task force began the six-month study in late September 2015 and completed

its final report with recommendations by March in time to inform the 2016 legislative session.

Visit the Citizens League’s comprehensive project page for background, meeting minutes, the

final report, and links to media mentions. The recommendation made their way into two bills.



http://citizensleague.org/the-citizens-league-metropolitan-council-task-force/the-citizens-league-announces-met-council-task-force/
http://citizensleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/FinalReportv2.pdf
http://citizensleague.org/the-citizens-league-metropolitan-council-task-force/the-citizens-league-announces-met-council-task-force/

Education

To meet projected workforce demands in light of Minnesota’s changing demographic trends,
the Citizens League has been leading and supporting efforts to grow and maintain a skilled
workforce. Last year, the Citizens League helped pass the first-ever higher education
attainment goal to provide the state with a unified higher education target. As a member of the
attainment goal advisory committee led by the Minnesota Office of Higher Education, we are

excited about this report on baseline estimates.

In 2016, the Citizens League continued to support Students for Education Reform on

reimagining remedial education. With millions of dollars spent by college students to get the
education they should have received in high school, this continues to be a barrier to completion

for many. The Citizens League was also part of a large coalition led by the Minneapolis-Saint

Paul Regional Workforce Innovation Network (MSPWin) to get more investments in adult
workforce training. Lastly, the Citizens League supported the Civics Education Initiative, which
we viewed as critical to having an informed citizenry.

Capitol Pathways

During the 2016 legislative session, the Citizens League and the program’s founding members
Annie Levenson-Falk, Juventino Meza, Claire Wilson, and Pahoua Yang Hoffman launched the
inaugural year of the Capitol Pathways program. The Capitol Pathways program was created to

strengthen Minnesota government by making it more representative of the state’s population.
Despite growing diversity throughout Minnesota, people of color are largely absent from
legislative decision making in the state. The program placed 26 college students of color—
freshmen to senior—from 12 two- and four-year higher education institutions.

Of the 26 students, 13 identified as Black or African-American, three identified as
Mexican/Mexican-American, one identified as Asian-Indian, one identified as Korean, one
identified as Bengali, three identified as Hmong, one identified as Tibetan, one identified as
Brazilian, one identified as Nigerian, one identified as Central-American/Honduran/Peruvian,
one identified as Cambodian, one identified as Liberian/Lebanese-American, one identified as
Latino, and one identified as Ecuadorian. Please note that students were allowed to choose
multiple categories. We anticipate a similar makeup of students but extra effort will be used to
recruit Native-American students.

At least eight have gone on to pursue policy related jobs/further study. Here are some of their
titles:
e Legislative Assistant in the House
e Legislative Coordinator at the Minnesota Department of Revenue
e Clerk with the MN Judicial Branch
Local and Regional Policy Coordinator at the Metropolitan Consortium of Community
Developers



https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=135A.012&format=pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=135A.012&format=pdf
http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/EducatingForTheFuture.pdf
https://www.studentsforedreform.org/
http://mspwin.org/
http://civicseducationinitiative.org/
http://citizensleague.org/minnesota-capitol-pathways-2016/

Aging

In 2016, the Citizens League launched Calling Home, an initiative that explores the concept of
“home” as a starting place for intergenerational conversations about aging and planning. Along

with partners, the Citizens League convened five community conversations around the state:

Moose Lake, Suburban Ramsey, Heritage Park (North Minneapolis), Harmony, and the Urban
Research and Outreach-Engagement Center also in North Minneapolis. Twin Cities PBS, a
partner on the project, followed up with individuals and families who attended the community
conversations to see if they would be comfortable being featured in the video shorts. Video
production took place August through October. On Thursday, November 17, a small screening
of the completed videos so that the individuals, their families, and our funders could see them
before they aired on public television the month of December 2016 and January 2017.

Policy and a Pint®

For over a decade, we have partnered with Minnesota Public Radio’s The Current to engage
people in important conversations about public policy and issues in the news. Policy and a Pint
is committed to bringing diverse perspectives and people together, and engaging all types of
Minnesotans to understand important public policy issues and the role citizens can play in
contributing to solutions. Sponsored in 2016 by Target, we hosted a variety of lively
conversations: using technology to solve community problems, the changing landscape of

politics and political parties, the state of water in Minnesota, the emergence of a new

generation of leaders, and an examination of Minnesota’s mental health care system.

Read more about Policy and a Pint®, and future events you can join, on our website.

The Voting Booth Chronicles

Sponsored by Comcast, this new event series brought diverse perspectives on the unique
election of 2016. Topics covered election topics such as the process of caucusing, how political
conventions come together and what really happens at them, and the complex world of
campaign laws and campaign finance.

Mind Opener Policy Breakfasts

For this series that continued in 2016, we invited speakers to present a viewpoint on a
particular policy topic. Sponsored by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota, these discussions
include topics ranging from the economic status of Minnesotans, to the emergence of self-
driving cars. Click here to read more about these discussions, and how you can join.



https://citizensleague.org/events/policy-and-a-pint-one-byte-at-a-time/
https://citizensleague.org/events/policy-and-a-pint-wheres-the-party/
https://citizensleague.org/events/policy-and-a-pint-wheres-the-party/
https://citizensleague.org/events/policy-and-a-pint-water-water-everywhere/
https://citizensleague.org/events/policy-and-a-pint-2/
https://citizensleague.org/events/policy-and-a-pint-2/
https://citizensleague.org/events/policy-and-a-pint-moving-our-mental-health-system-forward/
http://citizensleague.org/what-we-do/event-series/policy-and-a-pint/
http://citizensleague.org/mind-opener/

EDTalks

In 2016, we continued with EDTalks, a lively series of networking and education events that
engages young professionals in public education issues in the Twin Cities. Each program
features two compelling presentations by cutting-edge educators, youth advocates, journalists,
artists and others, along with ample time for conversation and networking.

EDTalks is presented by the Citizens League and Achieve Minneapolis in partnership with

Twin Cities Public Television, Young Education Professionals — Twin Cities and

Young Professionals of Minneapolis. It is sponsored by a generous donation from the

Verne C. Johnson Family Foundation, with additional support provided by the Bush Foundation.

2016 Civic Celebration

At our annual Civic Celebration, hundreds of Citizens League members, supporters and friends

gathered to celebrate the legacies of Dr. Glen Nelson and Wheelock Whitney, two inspiring civic

leaders in Minnesota. Over 400 of our members, supporters and friends gathered to recognize

how the legacies of these two serve as the foundation of Minnesota’s future. During our

program, they were honored by current and future Minnesota leaders for their lives of

inspiration and dedication, of risk-taking and innovation, and for leading the way for future
trailblazers.
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http://www.tpt.org/
http://www.youngedprofessionals.org/yep-twin-cities.html
http://ypminneapolis.org/
https://vimeo.com/52395105
https://www.bushfoundation.org/
https://citizensleague.org/events/the-2016-civic-celebration/

Thanks to our 2016 contributors

The work of the Citizens League is made possible with the support of hundreds of individual,
household, business, foundation and organizational members.

ORGANIZATIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS $1,000 OR ABOVE

$25,000+
Blandin Foundation
Bush Foundation
Delta Dental of Minnesota
The Jay & Rose Phillips Family Foundation of Minnesota

Medtronic

Otto Bremer Foundation

Saint Paul Foundation
Target
Verne C. Johnson Family Foundation

Wells Fargo

$10,000-$24,999

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota

Cargill
Ecolab

General Mills
Medica

Northland Foundation
Pohlad Companies
Roy G. and Naomi Harmon Johnston Family
Foundation
U.S. Bancorp

$2,500-$4,999

Allina Health System
Andersen Corporation
Capitol Region Watershed District
CliftonLarsonAllen
Goff Public
HealthEast
Jack Link’s Beef Jerky
Life Time Fitness
Lockridge Crindal Nauen, P.L.L.P. Attorneys
at Law
Martha Struthers Farley and Donald C.
Farley, Jr. Family Foundation
The Nelson Family Foundation
RBC Wealth Management
Robins Kaplan LLP
Weber Shandwick Worldwide
The Whitney Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Ameriprise Financial
Augsburg College
Best Buy
Carlson
CHS Inc.
City of Edina
Comcast
HealthPartners
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
John W. Mooty Foundation Trust
Land O’Lakes
Mayo Clinic
Minnesota Vikings
Securian
Thomson Reuters
Thrivent Financial
UCare Minnesota
University of St. Thomas

$1,000-$2,499

Care Providers of Minnesota
Catholic Charities of St. Paul and
Minneapolis
CenterPoint Energy
Cogent Consulting Inc.
Episcopal Church in Minnesota
GovDelivery, Inc
Great Plains Institute
Humphrey School of Public Affairs
Meristem Family Wealth
Metropolitan State University
Minnesota Private College Council
Minnesota Public Radio
Minnesota Twins
Norwest Equity Partners
Xcel Energy
Anonymous




INDIVIDUALS, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILY FUNDS WITH
CONTRIBUTIONS OF $250 OR ABOVE

The Citizens League wishes to thank the hundreds of individual and household
members who made contributions in 2016 between $1 and $249. Your
support is essential to our continued success!

Civic Champions ($10,000+)

Julia W. Dayton
Roger Hale and Nor Hall
Dean Phillips
Anonymous

~ivic P $5,000 - $9.999)

Scott Burns & Sara Schmitz-Burns
Mary Anne Kowalski
Richard & Joyce McFarland

Civic Principals (§2,500 - $4,999)

Allan and Mary Lou Burdick
Charles Denny
Sally L. Graven
Ted & Marjorie Kolderie
Cyndi Lesher
Nancy & John Lindahl
Ken Powell and Wendy Bennett
Emily Anne Staples Tuttle
Andrea Walsh




Civic Leaders ($1,000 - $2,499)

Athena and Daniel Adkins
Douglas M. Baker, Jr.
Kathleen Blatz
David & Shari Boehnen
Patrick Born
Ronnie & Roger Brooks
Richard and Jean Clarke
Carl and Judy Cummins
Marie Ellis
Michele and Mark Engdahl
Nathan and Trissa Garvis
Peter and Mary Gove
Susan Hammel
Thomas and Libby Horner
Tim Huebsch
Rick and Leslie Kupchella
Deanna Lane

John Larsen & Mike Stewart

Rob Longendyke and Lane Rosenthal

Harvey Mackay
Marilyn C. Nelson
Richard and Nancy Nicholson
Aaron Pearson and Lisa Sheppard
Pearson
Jeff Peterson & Jill Catherwood
Paula Prahl
Paul and Abigail Pribbenow
Christine Roberts & Ric Larson
Daniel and Christine Rice
Peter and Linda Seed
Ryan Strack
Wheelock Whitney llI
Anonymous

Civic Builders ($500 - $1,000)

Lee Anderson & William Fehrenbach
Shayna Berkowitz and Phyllis Wiener
Jon and Laura Bloomberg
Kris and Edward Brehm
Gary R Carlson
Calvin and Phyllis Clark
J. Michael and Kimberley Dady
Dan Dodds
Lois and Joseph Duffy
The Honorable Dave Durenberger and
Susan Foote
Frank Fallon
Peter and Anne Heegaard
Thad and Jennifer Hellman
Pahoua and Brian Hoffman
Kim Hunter and Scott Walters
Maria Kaefer
Susan Kimberly

John A Knapp
Peggy and llo Leppik
James LukaszewskKi
Jan K Malcolm
Olivia Mastry and Michael Miller
Jim Nikolai
Andrea and Marco Perzichilli
Irene Quarshie
Christine Searson
Cullen Sheehan
Zach Stabenow
Tom Teigen
Jessica Treat
Jack Uldrich
Sandy Wiese
Alys and Frank Wilson
Donna Zimmerman & Phil Ditmanson




civic S $250 - $499)

Judith Alnes & Bernie Kruse
Pete and Margaret Ankeny
Robert Armstrong
Brian Bell
B. Andrew Brown
Ellen T. and Peter C. Brown
Peg Brown
Bob and Angie Butterbrodt
James and Carmen Campbell
Janna Caywood and Joseph Briggs
Alex Clark
Ben and Sasha Cox
Angela Craig
Patti Cullen
Robert and Barbara de la Vega
Robert J. Devereaux
Bright M. Dornblaser
Dani and Alex Fisher
Todd and Jennifer Graham
Kim and Kay Gudmestad
Martha Head
Jeffrey and Lucy Heegaard
Jeff Huggett and Diane Lindquist

J. David Hutcheson and Elizabeth Stoltz

John and Thelma James
Bob Josephson & Jordan Taylor
Darla Kashian
Sean Kershaw and Tim Hawkins

Heidi Larson
Mark and Rebecca Lystig
Tim and Monica Marx
William Marzolf, Jr.
Kathleen Meyerle & James Marttila
Elliot and Laura Monn Ginsburg
Curt D. Nelson
Mary E. Pickard
Mark Ritchie and Nancy Gaschott
Ben and Robyn Schein
Jon and Dana Schroeder
Erika and Paul Sitz
Douglas Stang
Gary and Rita Stenson
John and Marcia Stout
Tom H. Swain
Robert Tholkes
Betty Tisel
Michael Troemel
Jane Vanderpoel & Kevin Gutknecht
Michael and Michelle VanKeulen
Amanda Varley and Martin Dunne
Elizabeth and Ted Wagor
Stephen and Katherine Wellington
Frank S. Wilkinson
Charles and Julie Zelle
Nancy Zingale & William Flanigan

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this information. If we have
inadvertently missed or misspelled your name, please accept our apologies, and let

us know: info@citizensleague.org.

The Citizens League would like to thank the following members who have generously
included the Citizens League in their estate plans: Catherine & Chris Beltmann, Judy
Blaseg & John Engelen, Ellen & Peter Brown, Cal & Phyllis Clark, Charles & Carol
Denny, Sue Herridge, Jean & Tom King, Archibald & Christine Spencer, Tom & Arlene
Swain.



mailto:info@citizensleague.org
mailto:junstad@citizensleague.org



