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C ITIZEhTS TXAG'JE OF GREATER I~!I~:~JE~*LPOLIS 

LEGISLATION COIAMITTEE 

Rl3PORT ON HIGiFG"\IAY STUDY COMMISSION 

The Leg i s l z t ion  C o r n i t t e e ,  having made a  s tudy of t h e  methods used i n  
Minnesota f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of highway use r  t%x r e c e i p t s  i n  connec- 
t i o n  with i t s  ana lys i s  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment No, 5 proposed by 
the 1951 Leg i s l a tu re ,  and i n  t h e  process of such ana lys i s  having d i s -  
covered t h g t  t h e r e  i s  genera l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  with the  p resen t  system 
of n l l o c c t i n g  such funds, a s  i s  evidenced by the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  vo te r s  
of Jdinnesota have been asked t o  vote on a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment 
changing the  nethod of a l l o c a t i o n  i n  t h r e e  successive b iennia ,  and 
having c a r e f u l l y  considered the  Board's conclusions t h a t  c i t i e s ,  v i l -  
Isget- ,, tovlnships ~ n d  counties  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  share gax t a x  and auto 
l i c e n s e  revenues with the  s t g t e  i n  proport ions which should be de te r -  
mined on'the b e s i s  of a thorough s tudy of a l l  of the  p e r t i n e n t  f a c t o r s  
involved, hereby recommends t o  t h e  Bonrd of Di rec to r s  of the  Ci t izens  
Lengue t h s t  the League go on record as  favor ing  l e g i s l ~ t i o n  c ren t ing  
~ n d  rdequctely f  innncing 0 non-part isan l e g i s l ~ t i v e  commission t o  
meke a s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy f o r  preser i ta t ion t o  the fol lowing l e g i s l a t u r e  
of the present  rnd recommended systems f o r  the f inancing  of highway 
cons t ruc t ion  ~ .nd  mqintenance by the s t a t e  and i t s  n o l i t i c ~ l  sub- 
d iv i s ions .  The committee recomnends t h i s  actLon f o r  the fol lowing 
regsons: 

a )  The continued submission of propos i t ions  t o  t h e  vo te r s ,  
which propos i t ions  nr2 'not  bcsed on a  c a r e f u l  s tudy of 
F-spects of the problem, i s  an expensivo, time-consuming 
and u n s c i e n t i f i c  method of procedure. 

b )  The d i s s ~ t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  the present  system i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
widespread t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  renewed e f f o r t s  t o  mend the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  bc made without the  b e n e f i t  of a s tudy 
f o r  publ ic  guidance, 

c )  S tudies  s i m i l c r  t o  the one h e r e i n  suggested have been 
conducted i n  C ~ l i f o r n i a  ,md Nichigan wi th  the r e s u l t  t h a t  
a sound highway f inance  progrzm hcs been formulated and 
put  i n t o  operp-tion. 

6 )  There i s  a lpck of necessary f a c t u a l  informntion r e n d i l l  
av2 i l ab le  t o  the  l e g i s l z t u r e  find the publ ic  on which t o  
judge the   resent system of nnd poss ib le  a l t e r n n t i v e  methods 
of a l l o c a t i o n  of the  highway user  taxes,  

The cornrnittec f u r t h e r  rccomends t h ~ t  the  L e ~ g u e  take n stnnd t h ~ t  no 
f u r t h e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments s h n l l  be su tmi t t ed  t o  the  voters  
concerning thc n l l o c a t i o n  of highwpy user  tnxes u n t i l  such a s tudy 3s 
i s  cn l l ed  f o r  h e r s i n  has been conpletad. 

Respect fu l ly  submitted, 

LEGISLATION CO~i~ITTEE 
( see  names a t t ached)  



Thc np.mcs of those p r e s e n t  g t  t he  meeting of t h e  L e g i s l a t i o n  
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