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LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

REPORT ON HIGHW.Y STUDY COMMISSION

The Legislation Committee, having made a study of the methods used in
Minnesota for the distribution of highway user tax receipts in connec-
tion with its analysis of constitutional amendment No. S proposed by
the 1951 Legislature, and in the process of such analysis having dis-
covered that there is general dissatisfaction with the present system
of allocating such funds, as is evidenced by the fact that the voters
of Minnesota have been asked to vote on a constitutional amendment
changing the method of allocation in three successive biennila, and
having carefully considered the Board's conclusions that cities, vil-
lages, townships and counties are entitled to share gax tax and auto
license revenues with the stsate in proportions which should be deter-
mined on’the basis of a thorough study of all of the pertinent factors
involved, hereby recommends to the Board of Directors of the Citizens
League that the League go on record as favoring legislation creating
and edequately financing a non-partisan legislative commission to

make a scientific study for presentation to the following legislature
of the present and recommended systems for the financing of highway
construction and maintenance by the state and its political sub-
divisions. The committce recommends this action for the following
reasons:

a) The continued submission of propositions to the voters,
which propositions ars ' not based on a careful study of all
aspects of the problem, is an expensive, time-consuming
and unscientific method of procedure, '

b) The dissatisfaction with the present system is sufficiently
widespread to indicate that renewed efforts to amend the
constitution will bc made without the benefit of a study
for public guidance.

¢) Studies similar to the one herein suggested have been
conducted in Celifornia smd Michigan with the result that
a sound highway finance program has been formulated and
-put into operation,

d) There is a lack of necessary factual information readily
available to the legislature and the public on which to
judge the present system of and possible alternative methods
of allocation of the highway user taxes.

The committee further recommends that the League take a stand that no
further constitutional amendments shall be submitted to the voters

concerning the allocation of highway user taxes until such a study as
is cnalled for hercin has been completed. '
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Respectfully submitted,

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
(see names attached)
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