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STATEMENT BY CITIZENS LEAGUE TO TRANSPORTATION 
ADV l SORY BOARD ON TRANSPORTAT l ON DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

1 .  The p o r t i o n  o f  the  T ranspo r ta t i on  Development Program dea l i ng  w i t h  roadway con- 
s t r u c t i o n  i s  who l l y  inadequate, because i t  f a i l s  t o  g i v e  p re fe rence  to:high-occupancy 
veh i c l es .  The Development Program pays l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  concept b u t  does n o t  i n d i -  
c a t e  t h a t  exc lus i ve  lanes f o r  h i g h  occupancy veh i c l es  a r e  planned o r  even cons idered 
f o r  s p e c i f i c  major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s .  

a. The Minnesota Department o f  T ranspo r ta t i on  ( M ~ D O T )  , which prepared t he  roadway - 
sec t i ons  o f  t he  Development Guide, makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t he  sec t i ons  a r e  t e n t a t i v e ,  
s u b j e c t  t o  m o d i f i c a t i o n  when MnDOT's new s ta tew ide  p lan  i s  approved t h i s  summer. A  
d r a f t  o f  t he  new s ta tew ide  p l a n  s t a t e s  t h a t  MnDOT w i  1 1 " rev iew a1 1 highway develop- 
ment proposals  f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p rov ide  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t reatment  f o r  mu1 t i - occu -  
pancy veh i c l es  i n  urban areas and f o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  which w i l l  lead t o  b e t t e r  
management o f  Minnesota's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system." 

b.  The Program f a i  1s t o  implement t he  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  po l  i c y  p l a n  o f  the  Metropol  i tan  - 
Counci 1 which has been approved f o r  almost two years.  The Development Program i s  
supposed t o  implement t he  p o l i c y  p l a n  o f  the  Counci l ,  accord ing  t o  s t a t e  law. The 
Counci 1 I s  po l  i c y  p l a n  s t a t e s  t h a t  "major highways should be designed t o  encourage 
people t o  r i d e  r a t h e r  than d r i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  peak hours, by p r o v i d i n g  easy ac- 
cess to ,  and f a s t  movement along, the  highway f o r  mu1 t i  -passenger veh i c l es  .I' 

c. Several  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  p resen t  t o  design p re fe rence  f o r  mu1 t i-passenger - 
veh i c l es  i n t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c a r r i d o r s .  These i n c l  ude: 

* The I-35E "parkway c o r r i d o r  from the  Lex ing ton  b r i d g e  t o  downtown S t .  Paul 
fi Hiawatha Avenue f rom F o r t  S n e l l i n g  t o  downtown Minneapol is  

Highway 12 t o  be recons t ruc ted  as 1-394 from downtown Minneapol i s  west t o  1-494 * I-35W t o  be recons t ruc ted  w i t h  an a d d i t i o n a l  lane i n  bo th  d i r e c t i o n s  from a  p o i n t  
south o f  t he  Minnesota R iver  t o  a  p o i n t  n o r t h  o f  t he  62nd S t r e e t  Crosstown * The long-cont rovers i a l  southwest d iagonal  c o r r i d o r  f rom the  southwest suburbs 
i n t o  downtown M i  nneapol i s .  

d. We have had cons iderab le  exper ience w i t h  e x c l u s i v e  ramps f o r  h i g h  occupancy - 
veh i c l es  t o  Twin C i t i e s  area freeways. Fu r the r  ramp c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  contemplated. 
Wi th  t he  excep t ion  o f  two con t ra - f l ow  bus lanes i n  downtown Minneapol is  and t he  
N i c o l  l e t  Ma1 1 t rans i t -way ,  t h i s  metropol  i tan  area has n o t  taken the  s tep  o f  p rov id -  
i n g  e x c l u s i v e  lanes on freeways f o r  h i g h  occupancy veh i c l es ,  even d u r i n g  rush hours. 

e. Exc lus i ve  lanes f o r  h i g h  occupancy veh i c l es  a re  p rov ided  on some freeways i n  - 
some o t h e r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  areas i n  t he  na t ion ,  i n c l u d i n g  Washington, D. C., Honolulu,  
New York C i t y ,  and P i t t sbu rgh .  The most success w i t h  such lanes occur  when they 
a r e  i n s t a l  l e d  as p a r t  o f  a  major r econs t ruc t i on  program and a re  designed t o  be 
phys i ca l  l y  separated f rom o t h e r  lanes, accord ing  t o  a  research r e p o r t  by t he  
Federal Highway Admin i s t r a t i on .  

2. I n  l i g h t  o f  t he  foregoing, the  T ranspo r ta t i on  Advisory  Board should de lay  approval  
o f  the  T ranspo r ta t i on  Development Program u n t i  1 i t con ta ins  speci  f i c  p lans f o r  p re fe r -  
e n t i a l  roadways f o r  h i gh  occupancy veh i c l es .  As we recommended i n  ou r  r epo r t ,  "Bui l d -  
i n g  I ncen t i ves  f o r  D r i v e r s  t o  Ride," such p re fe rence  should be inc luded  r o u t i n e l y  i n  
major  new cons t r o c t  i o n  programs. 


