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The C i t i z e n s  League s t r o n g l y  urges t he  c i t i e s  and neighborhoods invo lved  i n  t he  p lann ing  
dec i s i ons  f o r  t h e  1-394 c o r r i d o r  t o  se t  as i de  narrow i n t e r e s t s  and t o  cooperate i n  ge t -  
t i n g  a workable p l a n  through t he  rev iew process. Wi th  t he  growing p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t he  
federa l  share of  the  funding w i l l  be jeopard ized  by f u r t h e r  de lay,  t h e  League suggests 
t h a t  t he  communities i nvo l ved  agree on t he  fundamentals o f  a  p l an  now, i n c l u d i n g  a t  
l e a s t  a  commitment t o  p rov ide  t r a n s i t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Since most people agree t h a t  i m -  
proved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  c o r r i d o r  i s  v i t a l  t o  t he  f u t u r e  o f  t he  communites invo lved ,  
i t  would be a needless tragedy f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s l i p  away i n t o  a  morass of muni- 
c i p a l  c o n f l i c t s .  

We do r e a f f i r m  ou r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  what we b u i l d  i n  t h i s  c o r r i d o r  should r e f l e c t  t he  f u t u r e  
more than t he  past .  Simply a  convent ional  freeway -- even a metered freeway -- could 
e a s i l y  be obso le te  be fo re  i t  i s  completed. A v a r i e t y  o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  have been d i s -  
cussed and debated f o r  n e a r l y  two decades. Several s t ud ies  have concentrated on the  po- 
t e n t i a l  f o r  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i e n c y ,  comparing h i g h  occupancy v e h i c l e  (HOV) lanes, l i g h t - r a i  l 
t r a n s i t  (LRT), and even a r e t u r n  t o  t r o l  l e y  buses. Whatever d.ecision we make now should 
make use o f  one o r  more o f  these. 

The League cont inues t o  recommend t h a t ,  i n  any mix  o f  t r a n s i t  s t r a t e g i e s  which may 
emerge, t he  g rea tes t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  progress l i e s  i n  c r e a t i n g  more i ncen t i ves  f o r  r i d e -  
shar ing .  1-394 should i nc l ude  f ea tu res  which s i g n i f i c a n t l y  encourage people t o  r i d e  
together ,  no t  t o  d r i v e  algne. P rov id i ng  p r e f e r e n t i a l  access and lanes f o r  veh i c l es  w i t h  
h i g h  occupancy s t i l l  appears t o  be t he  bes t  way o f  p r o v i d i n g  such i ncen t i ves .  

I nc l ud ing  such lanes i n  t h i s  freeway w i l l :  

Insure  a f a s t e r ,  e a s i e r  t r i p  f o r  those who carpoo l ,  vanpool o r  r i d e  buses. fi Promote a reduc t i on  i n  t he  number o f  veh i c l es  us ing  the  freeway, p r o v i d i n g  
savings i n  road maintenance, t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l ,  and f ue l .  

* Give us a bas i c  t r a n s i t  s t r a t e g y  i n  which t he  veh i c l es  go where t he  people 
want t o  go, r e f l e c t i n g  t he  g rea t  v a r i e t y  o f  d e s t i n a t i o n s  people have. 

Be t he  l e a s t  expensive o f  a l l  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  under cons idera t ion .  I n  
t he  1-394 p r o j e c t ,  t h e  marg ina l  cos t  f o r  p r e f e r e n t i a l  lanes f o r  h i g h  occu- 
pancy veh i c l es  i s  less  than 10% o f  t he  p r o j e c t  costs .  

A Be the  eas ies t  approach t o  combine w i t h  o the r  forms o f  t r a n s i t ,  such as an 
expanded bus systen o r  1 i g h t  r a i  1 t r a n s i t  (LRT) . Studies i n d i c a t e  no s e r i  - 
ous impact on r i d e r s h i p  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t he  southwest d iagonal  c o r r i d o r ,  i f  
LRT was there ,  from p r o v i d i n g  p r e f e r e n t i a l  lanes on 1-394. Moreover, HOV 
lanes and LRT serve s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  markets.  

Add o n l y  seven f e e t  t o  t he  t o t a l  r igh t -o f -way  requirements i n  the  c o r r i d o r ,  
a  very  smal l  concession compared w i t h  t he  savings i n  t ime and f u e l .  

* Acce le ra te  t h e  a l ready  growing t rend  toward ca rpoo l i ng  and vanpool ing as an 
acceptable a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  the  personal and s o c i e t a l  cos ts  o f  d r i v i n g  alone. 


