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TO: Members, Met ropo l i tan  Council 

FROM: James R. P r a t t ,  President 

SUBJECT: Recommendat ions on 1 -394 

We are  aware t h a t  you w i l l  be vo t i ng  soon on the  p lan  t h a t  the  Metropo- 
l i t a n  Council w i l l  recommend t o  the Commissioner o f  Transportat ion fo r  
1-394. We s t rong ly  urge you t o  mainta in the  emphasis on r ideshar ing  
f a c i l i t i e s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  s t a f f  recommendation t o  you. 

The Ci t i zens League has conducted several s tud ies  o f ' t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
problems and oppor tun i t i es  i n  the  metropol i tan area (see 1 i s t  below). 
We have found repeatedly t h a t  f a c i l i t i e s  and p o l i c i e s  which f a c i l i t a t e  
r ideshar ing  represent the  most p r a c t i c a l  and leas t  expensive s t ra tegy  
fo r  long-term progress. 

We concur w i t h  the  s t a f f  t h a t  the  c o r r i d o r  east o f  Highway 100 i s  l i k e l y  
t o  r e f l e c t  more congestion than a standard freeway can handle, and t h a t  
t he  diamond lanes approach f o r  t h a t  three-mi le d is tance i s  v i r t u a l l y  
worthless. The exc lus ive  HOV lanes a re  essent ia l  there. 

Much of the  oppos i t ion  t o  HOV lanes appears t o  come from those who are  
eva luat ing  the  new highway on the  basis o f  i t s  use fo r  shor t  t r i p s .  
Freeways, when they are  operat ing e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  pur- 
pose, a re  r a r e l y  usefu l  f o r  shor t  t r i p s .  These neighborhood groups 
deserve a b e t t e r  s o l u t i o n  than t w i s t i n g  the  natura l  purpose of a freeway 
can provide. 

The Counci l 's  own statements on the s t r a t e g i c  importance o f  r ideshar ing  
i n  the  Transportat ion Plan a re  among the best  ava i l ab le  p o l i c y  evalua- 
t i ons  on the  subject .  The d iscussion o f  "basic under ly ing philosophy'' 
and the  s p e c i f i c  references t o  r ideshar ing  i n  P o l i c i e s  3 and 4 make the 
st rongest  poss ib le  case fo r  a prominent r ideshar ing  r o l e  in.1-394. This 
decis ion,  now before you, may be the  f i r s t  oppor tun i ty  t o  make a major 
c a p i t a l  recommendation cons is tent  w i t h  these p o l i c i e s ,  t o  prove t h a t  the  
p o l i c i e s  mean what they say. 

Ride-sharing-related statements 

Ride-sharing and Cap i ta l  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  T rans i t ,  Feb. 27, 1980 
Paula Ba1lanp.r 
Peegy Jamison . 
Richard Johnron 

Statement on Downtown People Mover i n  St .  Paul, March 21, 1979 
Donna Keller 
Vera Sparkes Needed: A Pol i c y  f o r  Parking, Jan. 18, 1978 

Trans i t :  Redirect P r i o r i t i e s  Toward a Smaller-Vehicle System and 
Shorter Tr ips,  Jan. 21, 1974 

Bu i l d ing  Incent ives f o r  Dr ivers  t o  Ride, March 21, 1973 
Trans i t :  The Key Thing t o  B u i l d  i s  Usage, Feb. 17, 1971 


