
CITIZENS LEAGUE 
530 Syndicate Bu i l d ing  
M i  nneapol i s , MN 55402 J u l y  21, 1983 

TO : Members , Met ropol i tan Counci 1 
Richard P. Braun, Commissioner o f  Transportat ion 

FROM: C i t i zens League 

SUBJECT: P re fe ren t ia l  Treatment f o r  T rans i t  i n  Expansion o f  I-35W 

The Minnesota Department o f  Transportat ion  (M~DOT)  i s  beginning t h i s  year t o  
p lan  the expansion o f  I-35W by adding an e x t r a  lane i n  both d i rec t i ons ,  s t a r t i n g  
a t  County Road 42 i n  Dakota County and extending u l t i m a t e l y  as f a r  no r th  as 46th 
St reet  i n  Minneapolis. 

5 
approve -- a design f o r  expansion o f  I-35W which provides p r e f e r e n t i a l  lanes f o r  

The p rov i s ion  o f  p r e f e r e n t i a l  lanes w i l l :  

;\ Insure a fas te r ,  eas ier  t r i p  f o r  a l l  persons who use the freeway, whether 
d r i v i n g  alone o r  d r i v i n g  o r  r i d i n g  w i t h  others.  

$: Promote a reduct ion i n  the  number o f  veh ic les  using the freeway and an increase 
i n  people r i d i n g ,  not  d r i v ing ,  producing savings i n  road maintenance, t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  
and fue l .  

* Promote a reduct ion i n  the o v e r a l l  cost  o f  t ranspor ta t ion ,  through more 
e f f i c i e n t  use of the  veh ic le  f l e e t .  

Make poss ib le  a basic t r a n s i t  s t ra tegy  i n  which the vehic les go where the 
people want t o  go, r e f l e c t i n g  the great  v a r i e t y  o f  des t ina t ions  people have. 

* Make poss ib le  b e t t e r  r ights-of-way f o r  t r a n s i t  a t  minimal e x t r a  expense. 
The most l i m i t e d  form of p r e f e r e n t i a l  treatment would be the c rea t ion  o f  diamond lanes 
which perhaps would be reserved f o r  multi-passenger veh ic les  on ly  dur ing rush hours. 

f: Accelerate the a1 ready growing t rend toward the use o f  buses, vans and 
carpools as acceptable a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  the personal and soc ie ta l  costs o f  d r i v i n g  
a 1 one. 

I-35W already i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a n s i t  co r r i do r .  During the morning peak hour, 
approximately 12,000 persons are  t r a v e l i n g  on the  four  north-bound lanes a t  Lake 
St reet .  O f  t h a t  number, about 28 percent a re  i n  carpools, e i t h e r  as d r i v e r s  o r  r i de rs ;  
about 26 percent a re  r i d i n g  i n  buses, and about 46 percent are d r i v i n g  alone. Even 
w i t h  t h i s  ex tent  o f  t r a n s i t  usage, the freeway i s  extremely crowded, w i t h  about 1,900 
veh ic les  per  lane per hour, According t o  o f f i c i a l s  o f  MnDOT i t  i s  almost impossible 
t o  move more than 2,000 vehic les per lane per hour. Obviously, if any s i g n i f i c a n t  
number o f  r i d e r s  were d r i v i n g  alone, the freeway would be overloaded almost immediately, 
thereby reducing access t o  downtown Minneapolis and poss ib l y  discouraging fu tu re  
development there. The freedom o f  movement enjoyed by a1 l d r i v e r s  and r i d e r s  i s  
dependent upon a t t r a c t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers o f  persons t o  buses, vans o r  carpools. 
Looking t o  the fu ture ,  as t r a v e l  demand increases, i t  i s  obvious t h a t  on l y  a r i de -  
sharing s t ra tegy  can keep the freeway system from becoming overloaded, provide cost- 
saving benef i ts  t o  persons who d o n ' t  d r i v e  alone, environmental bene f i t s  t o  the e n t i r e  
region, and continued access t o  a growing downtown. 



CITIZENS LEAGUE 
530 Syndicate Bu i l d ing  
Minneapol i s ,  MN 55402 J u l y  21, 1983 

TO : Members, Metropol i tan Counci 1 
Richard P. Braun, Commissioner .o f  Transportat  i on  

FROM: C i t i zens  League 

SUBJECT: P re fe ren t i a l  Treatment for  T r a n s i t  i n  Expansion of  I-35W 

The Minnesota Department of Transpor ta t ion  (M~DOT)  i s  beginning t h i s  year t o  
p lan  the expansion o f  I-35W by adding an e x t r a  lane i n  both d i r e c t i o n s ,  s t a r t i n g  
a t  County Road 42 i n  Dakota County and extending u l t i m a t e l y  as f a r  n o r t h  as 46th 
S t ree t  i n  Minneapolis. 

We urge t h a t  MnDOT on ly  propose -- and t h a t  the  Met ropo l i tan  Council o n l y  
approve -- a design f o r  expansion o f  I-35W which provides p r e f e r e n t i a l  lanes for  
buses, vans and carpools. 

The p r o v i s i o n  o f  p r e f e r e n t i a l  lanes w i  1 l : 

Insure a fas te r ,  eas ie r  t r i p  f o r  a l l  persons who use the freeway, whether 
d r i v i n g  alone o r  d r i v i n g  o r  r i d i n g  w i t h  others.  

fi Promote a reduct ion  i n  the  number o f  veh ic les  using the  freeway and an increase 
i n  people r i d i n g ,  not  d r i v i n g ,  producing savings i n  road maintenance, t r a f f i c  con t ro l  
and f u e l .  

* Promote a reduct ion  i n  the o v e r a l l  cos t  o f  t ranspor ta t ion ,  through more 
e f f i c i e n t  use o f  the  veh ic le  f l e e t .  

;! Make poss ib le  a bas ic  t r a n s i t  s t ra tegy  i n  which the  vehic les go where the 
people want t o  go, r e f l e c t i n g  the great  v a r i e t y  o f  des t ina t ions  people have. 

* Make poss ib le  b e t t e r  r ights-of-way fo r  t r a n s i t  a t  minimal e x t r a  expense. 
The most l i m i t e d  form o f  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t reatment would be the c r e a t i o n  o f  diamond lanes 
which perhaps would be reserved for  mu1 t i  -passenger veh ic les  on l y  dur ing  rush hours. 

* Accelerate the a1 ready growing t rend toward the  use o f  buses, vans and 
carpools as acceptable a1 te rna t i ves  t o  the personal and soc ie ta l  costs o f  d r i v i n g  
a 1 one. 

I-35W already i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  t r a n s i t  c o r r i d o r .  During the  morning peak hour, 
approximately 12,000 persons are t r a v e l i n g  on the fou r  north-bound lanes a t  Lake 
St ree t .  O f  t h a t  number, about 28 percent a r e  i n  carpools, e i t h e r  as d r i v e r s  o r  r i de rs ;  
about 26 percent a re  r i d i n g  i n  buses, and about 46 percent are d r i v i n g  alone. Even 
w i t h  t h i s  ex ten t  o f  t r a n s i t  usage, the  freeway i s  extremely crowded, w i t h  about 1,900 
veh ic les  per  lane per  hour. According t o  o f f i c i a l s  o f  MnDOT i t  i s  almost impossible 
t o  move more than 2,000 veh ic les  per  lane per hour. Obviously, if any s i g n i f i c a n t  
number o f  r i d e r s  were d r i v i n g  alone, the freeway would be overloaded almost immediately, 
thereby reducing access t o  downtown Minneapol i s  and poss ib ly  discouraging fu tu re  
development there. The freedom o f  movement enjoyed by a l l  d r i v e r s  and r i d e r s  i s  
dependent upon a t t r a c t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers o f  persons t o  buses, vans o r  carpools. 
Looking t o  the  fu tu re ,  as t r a v e l  demand increases, i t  i s  obvious t h a t  on l y  a r i d e -  
shar ing  s t ra tegy  can keep the freeway system from becoming overloaded, prov ide cost-  
saving b e n e f i t s  t o  persons who d o n ' t  d r i v e  alone, environmental b e n e f i t s  t o  the e n t i r e  
region, and cont inued access t o  a growing downtown. 


