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NOT FOR RELEASE 

FIRST FU3POTIT OF TRANSIT SIB-COddMITTEE 

Your sub-oommittee has met with Fred Ossanna, President o f  Twin Ci ty  

Lines, Ralph SprungInan, City Traffio Engineer, and reviewed by observation and 

reading the  t r a n s i t  practices here and i n  other  c i t i e s .  On the  bas i s  of our work 

up t o  t h e  time of t h i s  report  we believe t h a t  there  a r e  a number of improvements 

i n  the  t r a n s i t  service which can be readi ly  accomplished i n  IJinneapolis. 

The recommendations of t he  Committee a r e  predicated upon these basic  

conceptsc 

1, Rapid, safe,  economical and convenient mass transportation i s  

necessary f o r  t he  economic well-being of the  area ,  and it i s  in t h e  public 

i n t e r e s t  t o  f o s t e r  any improvements t h a t  w i l l  prevent the  decline i n  the  

use of public transportation.  

2. Changes adopted must conform t o  t h e  general t r a f f i c  pat tern  with 

due consideration f o r  t h e  major portion of  p r i m t e  vehicular and pedestrian 

t r a f f i c ,  

3. Methods must be sought t o  improve bus service without incurring a 

material  increase i n  operating cost  r a t i o s ,  thus keeping bus f a r e s  a t  lowest 

possible rate. Therefore, it would seem t h a t  t h e  ult imate objective should 

be t o  e f f e c t  a f a s t e r  f.wr=-arotmd of buses t o  achieve improved service without 

adding t o  *:& capi ta l  investment or  labor cos t s  of t h e  t r a n s i t  company. 

It is  the  consensus of the  &embers of the  Transi t  Sub-committee t h a t  

cer ta i f i  changes can be made i n  t he  immediate future  t h a t  w i l l  conform t o  t h e  long- 

range plan, Therefore, ve  r-spectfully subrilit tile r'ollowing reoominendations: 

A, In  the  Loop 

1. Extend mid-block loading on 7th and 8th  S t r ee t s  and s t a r t  it on 

hhrquette and Second. 

20 Eliminate parking i n  right-hand lane on loop s t r e e t s  v-hich a r e  

bus routes  and encourzge the  use of curb lane f o r  buses onlys 
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3. Reduce t h e  number of r i gh t  and l e f t  tu rns  permitted i n  the  center 

of t h e  loop by buses o r  anyone else. 

3. In the  Residential  Areas 

1. S t a r t  sh i f t i ng  t o  sk5p s tops  on a l l  e a s t  and west s t r e e t s  where 

blocks a r e  short. 

2. S t a r t  sh i f t i ng  t o  skip stops on north and south s t r e e t s  out of 

the  densely s e t t l e d  arezs. 

3. I n s t a l l  f a r  s i de  loading zones. 

4. I n s t a l l  more express buses, l abe l  them b e t t e r  a s  such and give 

them more publ ic i ty  and prominence. 

Our reasons fo r  these  changes are:  

A-1. Mid block loading has cu t  f ive  minutes off  t h e  t i n e  it takes buses t o  

cross t he  loop on 7th and 8th s t ree t s .  It is s ~ f e r  fo r  bus passengers, 

rel lgves congestion a t  corners and permits more buses t o  be loading a t  

one time, It has :vorked wsl l  i n  m n y  c i t i e s  f o r  some time. 

A-2. The interrupt ion of t r a f f i c ,  delay and danger whiah raeu l t s  from t h e  

b ig  buses pul l ing out from t h e  curb is  too great  t o  compensate f o r  the  

few parking spaces which would be l o s t  i n  avoiding t h i s ,  Passsager ' 

cars  tend t o  avoid t h e  use of t h i s  l ane  once they lea rn  t h a t  thqy get 

"trappedn between buses, To encourage t h e  use of the  right-hand lane 

fo r  buses only maximizes t he  use of the  s t r e e t s ,  t i e s  i n  with mid-block 

loading and i n  general speeds t r a f f i c .  

A-3. Turns i n  t h e  loop do more t o  slow t r a f f i c  than almost anything else.  

To reduce sush delay we suggest t h a t  t u rns  be prohibited a t  a l l  possibls  

poin%s 

and a t  these  hours a t :  



B-1 & 2. East-west blocks a r e  only 300 f e e t  long so t h a t  there  i s  no emuse 

f o r  stopping every block t o  load o r  unload. Even or, north-south 

blocks t h e  most anyone vrould have t o  walk i s  600 f ee t  and most people 

would have t o  wall: only a f rac t ion  of t h a t  becuase of skip stops. It 

can be done e i t he r  by marking every other corner a s  the  t r a n s i t  s top 

corners o r  cleveloping t h e  ;3olicy t h a t  buses load and unload golng 

dotntovm on th+  even Skyeets and load and unload going s ~ a y  from 

downtown on t h e  odd streets.  Th i s  should speed res iden t ia l  service. 

B-5. Far  s ide  loading and unloading 8% s i g a l  in tersect ions  i n  res iden t ia l  

areas  w i l l  help c lear  tlle in tersect ioz  and w i l l  permit t he  busee t o  

make a block with  each l i g h t  change except v d e r  unusuel circumctanceo. 

The problems of pull ing out in to  t r a f f i c  more sherply a r e  not  a s  acute 

a s  they a r e  downtown and the buses do not  normally ,:c*, with 

frequency t o  resu l t  i n  one having t o  wait a t  the  l i g h t  while ~ I L -  

preceding one unloads, This should speed res iden t ia l  semice, 

B-4. Express buses work well i n  nea rl y every c i t y  with o r  without. ext?-6 

f a r e  providing they a r e  well marked, well  a3vertised ana there  are 

enough of  them t o  = a l l y  provide express service. We need i m r r c - ~ e m * n i  

on a l l  th ree  counts. 
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Citizens League 

I NEWS CONFERENCE 

S OF RECOE!lhlENMTIONS 

Transit sub-ocmn%ttee of Citieene League 
of Uinneapobis and Eennepin CouarQ;y 

The fo l lming  rm-ndations are predioated on these bash 
oomepts r 

!€%at rapid, safe, eoonomPoe1 and aonvenient mass tsansportatfon it? 
neoessary for the  eoonomio well-being of the a m ,  and it is fn 
publio in teres t  t o  forster any 2mpromersts that B p f l l  prevent tht) 
deal5ne kr the ase of publio transportation . a 

Thst ohge t3  mt O Q ~ O ~  to Lh6 genen3l t m f f i ~  m%teZ% W%th due 
aonsfderation for the major portion of pdmte vehioular and pede&r%m 
t~8ffi0 a e e 

And t h a t  lmethada must be &ought t o  Improve bus s e d o e  wfthoub 
material inorease in operating aosfs so that  buls fares o m  be kepG at 
the  lawest possible rateo 

The ultimate objeotive, therefores i s  t o  effecrt a fas te r  turP.. 
a~ouard of bwea to achieve hppoved service without adding t o  the crapi-1 
Awstment or labor oosts of the t r ans i t  cbmpanjpa 

The recommendations of the sub-troxdttee were approved in  k y  by 
the League's Traffia and Trans%% Codttse and by the board o f  d i r eob re  
of the LtXtguee It is recommended that these ohnges be mde S3mrediat;elya 

Be In the loop 
Le Exbend mfd-bloak loading on 7th- and 8th streets and 8 h r b  it 

h t q u e t t e  and Seoond Avmuee 
20 During rush hours, eliminate pa&;ing in right-hand lane on Imp 

&mete nrhiah are bus mutes and enoourage the use 02 eurb lac 
~ O P  b-88 d y e  

Ss Reduce t h e  number of r Q h t  and left turns pemitted by buses and 
other vehioles 9n the oenter of the l w a  

B e  In the Residential A r a  
lo EstaSlliuh dsip stops on all eas t  and west s t ree t s  where blQcrks 

are sho& 
Bo Establish skip stope em mrbh and south streets out of dense* 

setbled areas0 
30 E ~ t a b l i s h  more express buees, provide better idenbilffoatfoxi of 

them and give them more publicfty and p ~ ~ o s a  



FACT SREEZT AID HTOHLIGE!i'S 

The remmmendatfons of the Trans%* St&-Codttae of the C i t % s e m ~  
League of B.%um~polis and Ikunepln County have been developed 12 
mntb of studyo oareful ana1yais of twasit praot%oes here and in  other 
oi t iee,  and Prom several metings with Fred Ossamta, president; o f  the 
!Mn C i t y  Transit Corn-, snd Ralph Spxmgxm, c i ty  t ra f f io  engbeero 

Auposes of the " E x p e r f m W  Bus  Rlden are old8 
So To oa l l  atkention to the o o d t t - 8 s  reoommenda%%ons 
20 To demonatrate the prao-bieality of the recornmadations by a o b d  

a m p  rlmn of pres d rand g m posed pwoticesunder n o m l  opersit-inze; 
oonditionso 

h b e r a  of the T r a n s i t  Sub-o the League sm Eo Pa BLLkamea9 
Qhen.b.mnan, ales pmm-tdon nrrrager o & e m  NatA oml Life Irmeuraacte 
Cmptugq Ralph Tc Boardmans r e t f r e d p  Eugene He&, attomws Homer Bo 

of Heinrfuh E b d o p e  Conpang3 T f a m  Sturm, patent afAornsya Uhm 
Honeywell Regulator Con-p Sfuart Leak, Jr., James he& Company, 30 P a  
RSeohbaum, engPrseer, ~ a p o l f e ; d , H o n e y a e l l  Regufa4;or Colqparryp &Co R-, 
D a m g  and k e d  To Ro 1, salesmanager, FPed Rodlrmell Corn-o 

A 1 1  a r e  members of the C f t i z m  League, an organfmtfon of oithexta 
who s t r ive  through vol- nenberskfp and semioe an sub-rrmd~~s-s~aah 
a8 the T r a n s i t  8 u b o o ~ t t e e - - t o  improve servioes provtided by a l l  sg&men%s 
of 1-1 and oounty gover~11mt~ The League seeks b aooompllsh these 

ob jeotives (1) by reoomnendationsl t o  the semxaaart, ptiblia bodies slad (2) by 
inoreasing publb awareness of the exisbeme of problem and possible 
solutions theretob 

S w 8 p a l  League members w i l l  be ava5lable to answer M h e r  peatiom 
about the organ%zat%on and t11e rsoomn~datiom of i t s  T r a n ~ f t  sub o 

The League ha8 provided a photographer who w3fl be happy to ksatff, 
speoial photographs for  a l l  press and telewhfton rwpresentatfve~~ 

Invited t o  p a r t i ~ i p a t e  ia the e q e r h ~ b l  flde are m b e m  of kPr6 
Mhmeapolie C i t y  Counroil whose safety a d t t e e  recently m o o m d d  mid- 
bloak loading a t  26 additional loop &oka-an &rqw$te Avenue 



Seuond Avenue So between 3rd and 13th s t r e e t s  and exi;emding rn%d+louk 
1 m d b g  an South 7th and 8fh s%reets behaen Ssoond Avenue SQ m d  
Awrme Sou* R e o w e t i o m  of the Comoi l~s  esrfety uomit%ee are t o  
be voP;ed on h e  8 by the  Counoilo If approved %hey vmuld go M o  eff& 
&me 10, Cfty Traffia Ebgfneer Ralph Sprungma rrCerted r e o d 1 y *  

The route w i l l  be desertbed by the t o m  guide and oap%es of )S8 aomenta 
dl1 be avai lable  a% the ~ano lus ion  of the tour. He is  Jerry -kt ,  a 
Transit Company driver md prb&lme sightseeing tour %riceron Driver8 
of the  bus and aoaampmybg LPuak are a l s o  Transit Company employee80 

A sumnary ~f t h e  Sub-Cd*es's Recan endattlone are prodded w i t h  
%Us Faat Sheeto 

Comdttee &bera have approved the foll6wing statemants wh&& supp0A 
their several moommsmdatforrss 

&=I (Md- look loading in Imp) %id-block loading has out  f 5- mfnubes 
fwm t h e  timg required for buses to aross the loop on 7th  and gt;h 
streetso It Is sa fe r  f o r  passengers, re l i sves  mrner oongestion and 
pernits more buses to be loaded at one f-e It has m h d  w=ll  in 
Other o i t  feso 

A-2 (~lght-hand lane parkkg bas) "The intermpt;%on of tm#fo and t h e  
danger whioh results *err big buses pull  away f r o m  the wrb fax- out- 
weighs the loas  of t h e  fear ]parking spases sa~~tess- t o  el3.mhste khis 
haeaFdo It is believed t h a %  nalofists w i l l  tend t o  amid use of the 
r i g h t  hand Lane onoe they l ea rn  they can beoome %rappedoP bdmeen btoscssl~ 
Ebauragigg the use of the -Pig-hand lane for buses only?Ul  maximh@ 
t he  use of the st;reets, f i a f l f t a t e  %he £low of tmff"ha, and faoflf-bte 
aooomplf s h e n t  of mid-blook lmdingo 

Am3 (~gduotfon of turns) wTuims in the  loop do mom %o slow tz%&ffio t h  - 
w h i a g  else, To reduce suoh delaywe 6ugges-b that be min8aa5gd 
at a l l  possible pe$e%s %n the loop, particularly dux%% I%& B O ~ P B G  

B-1 & 2 ( ~ k ~ p  stope in resfden%%al amas) "Ea at blacks are only 300 fee% 
long in mast plaoeso &en on m ~ s  t norbh-south blo&s *he goleatesk 
distance a p r s o n  mulldl n o r m l l y  be required t o  is 600 feet* 1% 
is suggested that d t e m a t e  corners be o l sa r ly  m&ed as "loading 
oomers" or , perhaps that buees a b p  on even comers g o h g  d m t o m  
srnd uueven corners as they return from *he dmtmmn areas 

B=s (Express buses) "Express buses mric well %n nearly every cri..ty ~ 2 %  or  
w5thmt extm fare if %hey are m l f  marked, w e l l  advert;Ps&, am3 if 
there  are enough ofThem t o  pmviide ma1 e-qress semLoeo frop~omelae 
fe needled om a l l  three oo,eu%sow 


