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TO: Members of t he  &&nnesotn S t a t e  Legislature representing Hennepin County 
d i s t r i c t s  

FROM: Citizens League Board of Directors 

Now t h a t  t he  1963 session of t he  S t a t e  Legislature is a matter of his tory,  
we would l i k e  on hehalf of our e n t i r e  membership t o  convey t o  you and t o  each legis-  
l a t o r  representing a Hennepin County d i s t r i c t  our most s incere  and h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i -  
tude f o r  a job exceedingly w e l l  done. A l l  t h e  people of Hennepin County w i l l  bene- 
f i t  immeasurably from the  l eg i s l a t i on  enacted a t  t h e  1963 session and, i f  and t o  the 
extent  they have not already done so, w i l l  soon conprehend more f u l l y  t h e  s ign i f i -  
cance of your l eg i s l a t i ve  enactments. We hope and t r u s t  t h a t  t h i s  public manifes- 
t a t i o n  of commendation and appreciation on our p a r t  w i l l  i n  some small way help i n  
promoting a be t t e r  understanding of t he  importance of what you have accomplished 
during t h e  1963 session, 

Since the  Citizens League d i r e c t s  i ts  e f f o r t s  exclusively t o  i s sues  which 
a f f e c t  t he  functioning of government a t  t he  l o c a l  level ,  t h e  vas t  majority of legis-  
l a t i v e  proposals i n  which we i n t e r e s t  ourselves involve bi l ls  of l e s s  than s ta te -  
wide application and of d i r e c t  concern t o  the  res idents  of llinneapolis, Hennepin 
County, and the  Twin C i t i e s  metropolitan area. Our appraisal  of t h e  1963 leg is la -  
t i v e  session therefore is of necessity based on the  record of accomplishment on 
these par t icu la r  issues, Within t h i s  l imited a rea  of l e g i s l a t i v e  action,  we regard 
t h e  1963 session a s  one of splendid, indeed renarkable, accomplishment. In  f ac t ,  
your record is s o  exceptional tinat t he  1963 session should be recorded as the  most 
outstanding of any session within memory. 

Without i n  any way wishing t o  minimize t h e  importance of other l eg i s l a t i ve  
enactments having a d i r e c t  bearing on t h e  res idents  of Hennepin County, we a r e  tak- 
ing t he  l i b e r t y  of l i s t i n g  here a s  examples only those b i l l s  with which our organi- 
zation i s  most familiar. These b i l l s ,  a l l  of which were enacted a t  t he  1963 session, 
include : 

1. Legislation t ransferr ing Minneapolis Generzl Hospital t o  t h e  
County. Fai lure  t o  pass t h i s  b i l l  almost ce r ta in ly  would have 
msant closing t h e  hospital .  

2. k g i s l a t i o n  abolishing ex is t ing  municipal and jus t ice  of t h e  
peace courts i n  Hennepin County and replacing them with a 
s ing le  County Court. Passage of t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  give Hennepin 
County one of t h e  f i n e s t  court systems i n  t n e  nation. 

3. Legislation modifying the  Minneapolis School D i s t r i c t  Act. 
Passage of t h i s  b i l l  was imperative i f  the  Kinneapolis long- 
range school construction program i s  t o  be submitted t o  t he  
voters  e i t h e r  t h i s  f a l l  o r  next spring and i f  the  majority 
required f o r  approval is t o  be reduced t o  a r e a l i s t i c a l l y  
a t ta inab le  majority of those voting on the question. 



4. Legislat ion granting the  Hennepin County Park Reserve D i s t r i c t  
addi t ional  author i ty  t o  issue bonds f o r  land acquisi t ion.  
Passage of t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  provide the  necessary f i nanc i a l  means 
t o  assure acquis i t ion of su f f i c i en t  land f o r  major county parks 
t o  meet the  needs of future  generations. 

5. Legislat ion enabling l inneapol is  t o  become a p a r t  of the  Henne- 
pin  County Park Reserve Dis t r ic t .  Passage of t h i s  l eg i s l a t i on  
makes the  Park Reserve D i s t r i c t  a t r u l y  county governmental u n i t  
corresponding more nearly with the  people and the  a rea  t o  be 
served by the  park f a c i l i t i e s  which w i l l  be provided and w i l l  
assure  t h e  type of f inancial  base necessary t o  t he  proper devel- 
opment of these f a c i l i t i e s .  

6. Legislat ion requiring the  Hinneapolis-St. Paul Sanitary D i s t r i c t  
t o  develop a comprehensive plan showing precisely  how the  sewer- 
age needs of the  Twin C i t i e s  area  a r e  t o  be met. Passage of t h i s  
b i l l  was imperative i f  the  area  is, as seems l ike ly ,  t o  be served 
under an extension of the  exis t ing contract  system. 

7. Legislat ion r ed i s t r i c t i ng  the  Ilennepin County Commissicmer D i s -  
t r i c t s  and advancing the  da te  of e l ec t i on  i n  two of t h e  f i v e  
d i s t r i c t s .  Passage of t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  do more than any other  
s ing le  thing t o  promote be t t e r  city-suburban re la t ions .  

8. Increasing the  maximum millage which can be lev ied  f o r  the  Twin 
C i t i e s  Metropolitan Planning Commission. Passage of t h i s  b i l l  
w i l l  prevent a serious disruption i n  the  work of t h i s  important 
agency. 

9. Legislat ion replacing the  exis t ing elected Coroner system i n  
Hennepin County with an appointive .professionally qua l i f i ed  
Medical Examiner. 

10. Legislat ion modifying the  loca l  consent requirement f o r  rezoning 
Minneapolis property. Paswge of this b i l l  was indispensable t o  
adoption of a much-needed and long-overdue new Minneapolis zoning 
ordinance. 

We consider enactment of l eg i s l a t i on  such a s  i s  l i s t e d  above a t  a s ing le  
l e g i s l a t i v e  session l a s t i ng  l e s s  than I20 days an accomplishment deserving of wide- 
spread public recognition and commendation. Although na tura l ly  ce r ta in  l e g i s l a t o r s  
provided the  leadership so  e s sen t i a l  t o  the attainment of t h i s  otltstanding record 
of accomplishment, it was t r u l y  a team e f f o r t  and a team victory. This team was 
comprised of the  members of t he  Hennepin County House and Senats Delegations. It 
required the  par t ic ipa t ion  and the  constructive cooperation of the  e n t i r e  delega- 
tion. It a l s o  required recognition on the  p a r t  of both Minneapolis and suburban 
l eg i s l a to r s  t h a t  city-suburban cooperation must be a two-way s t r e e t ;  t h a t  there  must 
be give as well  a s  take. Further, it required l e g i s l a t o r s  to ac t ive ly  support and 
vote f o r  l eg i s l a t i on  which was controversial  within t h e i r  own d i s t r i c t s .  And, it 
required countless hours of dedicated work on the  p a r t  of l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  attempting 
t o  resolve t he  numerous controversies involved i n  each of these  b i l l s ,  as well a s  
among bills. Each of these  e s sen t i a l  ingredients was forthcoming, and the  r e s u l t  
i s  a record of which you and each l eg i s l a to r  representing a Hennepin County d i s t r i c t  
can j u s t i f i ab ly  be  proud. 


