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Single and i-ti County Park Districts 

A n  Act Creating a d  Permitting Boards of Covnty Commissioners t o  Acti- 
vate Single and lhilti  County P a ~ k  95stricts, Providing for  Appointment and Elec- 
ticm of Boards of Park District C~~runissioners and Prescribing Their Powers and 
.Duties. 

Whereas there does exist  a r ea l  need for  large, wooded, scenic parks 
for  access t o  natwal f ac i l i t i e s  such a s  lakes and rivers within the Stzte,and 

Thereas the gro~ring population and increased leisure t5me a r s  constant- 
l y  increas~ng the need for  anore and bet ter  park f ac i l i t i e s  where m n r s  -5asic de- 
s i r e  t o  get out irrto the ogen, may from the congestion and bustle of c i ty  l i fe ,  
can be conven5.ently satisfied, and 

Whereas i n  mny areas nelther c i t y  park systems nor the s t a t e  park 
system are  able to meet this need, and 

\%hepeas prompt action is required i f  large d-esirable t rac t s  of land 
auitable fo r  park f ac i l i t i e s  are t o  be preserved i n  thei r  natural s ta te  and ac- 
quired a t  reasonable cost: 

BE IT THZREFm EACTEG BY TEE LXGISTATURE OF TEE STATE OF MliliEOTA: 

Section 1. PARK DISTRICTS; CREATION 

There are here* created, subject t o  activatior, by the Soards of 
County C o ~ s s i o a e r s  as  hereinafter provided, PAPX CISTRICTS which are  bodies 
corpcrate and pol i t ic  and which, when activated, shal l  be deemed t o  be pol i t ica l  
subdivisions of the State of l!imesota and publilc corporations. Park Eis t r ic ts  
s b l l  be of two kinds - single county, which sha l l  be coterminous with a county 
exccpt tha t  in  counties cantaini- .e a c i t y  of the f i r s t  class such c i ty  shal l  be 
excluded f r o m  the park districe$imlti  -county, which sllall inclcde parts or a l l  
of more than one county but shal l  not inzlude any c i t y  of the f i r s t  class. No 
Park Distr ict  shal l  be activated under t i l i s  a c t  un t i l  it co;itains a t  lea st wart 
of a county 3aving a population of 250,000 people or xore according t o  the  l a s t  
Federal decennial census precedirg such activation or an entire county contiguous 
to a county having such a population. No Park Distr ict  activated E.ereun<er 
shal l  contain a cculzty now or hereafter cofitaining a c i t y  of t:*e f i r s t  class 
which occupies more than th i r ty  per cent (39%) of the county by area. 

Sec. 2, PAX DISTRICTS; G~~~:J%!~.E'HT 

Each Park Distr ict  s h i l l  be governed by a Bard of Pcrrk District Com- 
missioners. The board fo r  s k g l e  county Park Distr icts  shall  consist of seven 
cormnissioners . The boar6 for n~altl-county Par!; Eis t r ic ts  shal l  be c onstituted 
as determined i n  accordance with Sections 3 ard b. 

Sec, 3. P-ARK DST2ICT GO14 LISSIO~d3FS; APPO=TPilEiUT 

Subsection 1. Single County Distr icts  

The first board of ?ark District Commissioners fo r  each 
single c011nty d i s t r i c t  shall be appointed by the b a r d  of Courky Corn- 
missioners of the county i n  wbich tne Park ListrAct is located as 



follows: The Eoard of County Comdssioners shall by resolution divide 
the  single c m t y  Park 9 i s t r i c t  i n t o  four elect ion d i s t r i c t s  which 
s h a l l  be similar in shape and no one of which s h a l l  c o ~ t a i n  more than 
5% more area than any oWer. FolloTwing the  adogtion of such a reso- 
lution, the  Eoard of County Commissioners s b l l ' a p p o i n t  as Fark Dis- 
t r i c t  Commissior,ers one resident of each of the elect ion d i s t r i c t s  
and three residents of the Park Dis t r ic t  a t  large, each for a term 
continuing u n t i l  his  successor is elected and qual if ies .  The chairman 
of t h e  Board of C~unty  Commissioilers map c a l l  the  f Frst  meeting of 
the f irst  board of Park Dis t r ic t  Commissioners o? t 5 . e ~  neet and 
orgadze  without w-ch a cal l .  

Subsection 2. Elulti-county Districts.  

Subject t o  the  ro,qui.reinents s e t  for th  herein and i n  Sections 
4 and 5 t he  number, qualifications, f i r s t  meeting and terms of ?ark 
Dis t r i c t  Caiwissio~.ers for multi-county park r ? s % r i c t s  ard the  method 
of t h e i r  selection and replacement shall be determined by joint 
reaclution adopted ser~arately by t h e  several. Boards of County Commis- 
sioners fo r  tne cmnt ies  in which the ?ark C i s t r id t  is locatecl. Park 
Commissioners i n  such Park Dis t r ic t s  s h a l l  be appointed in  the  f i r s t  
instance and when vacancies occur, but in a l l  other cases they shall 
be elected. Certified copies of the joint  resolution ado2ted by the 
several Boards of Comty Zo,mj ssioners and of any anlendmnts thereto 
s!dll. be f i l e d  with the Secretsry of State  f o r  tke Sta te  0.r' 1G.nnesota 
and shall take e f fec t  won sv-ch f i l~ ing .  

Bec . 4. ?ARK i33STRICT CCi.iiiZSSIO?E;.S; EECTICI"IJ 

Except i n  the case of the f i r s t  boanls and when vacancies occur before 
the expiration of a ter l, Park Gis t r ic t  Commissioziers s l ~ U  be eiectec? without 
party designation a t  the same time and Sn the sam manner a s  Co~mty Commissioners. 
In single county Park Ois t r ic t s  the t h r e ~  commissioners a t  la rge  s-hall be elected 
by a l l  the qualjfied voters i n  the Pzrk I j i s t r i c t  while the silccessors i n  off ice 
t o  t h e  f o w  com~lissioners representi1-q the  four elect ion d i s t r i c t s ,  whether ap- 
pointed, canc'idates f o r  election or elected, mmt reside wken a ~ p o i n t e d  or  
elected and while serving, i n  t h s  election d i s t r i c t  whrich they represent and 
shall be electec! by the p a l i f 5 e d  voters residing in  snch d i s t r i c t .  Park C i s -  
t r i c t  Conmissioners sha l l  be elected f o r  terms of four years or  u n t i l  t h e i r  
r e s -ec t ive  successors are eLected a& qcalify,  excepb where a Cowtdssioner is 
b i n ?  electect t o  f inish out an uneqlred term when e l e c t i m  s h a l l  b e  f o r  the 
bal.aace of such term. Vacancies r e s u l + , i n ~  f r m  t h e  ilea ti^, resignation or  re- 
moval of a Cornissiozer s h a l l  be f i l l e d  by appointnent by t h e  Board of County 
Commissioners, such appointgent t o  be effecti-re only u n t i l  the first 3.Qnrlay in 
January follomng the next general e lect ion or  u n t i l  a successor has been elected 
and qual i f ies  f o r  office, The four commissioners representing the  election dis- 
t r i c t s  shall be elected a t  the  f i r s t  prirnary and general electi_ons a f t e r  the  
activa-tion of the d i s t r i c t  and each f o l r  ;Teays thereafter  ax3 the comm%ssioners 
elected a t  large s h a l l  be elected a t  the second primary anc? ~ e n e r a l  e lect ion 
a f t e r  such act tvat ion and each fom years thereafter. The terms of elected 
comriillssione ;s sha l l  cormence on the f i r s t  ::onday in  January f 0110~5-ng t h e i r  
election. 

- - No Commissioner sha l l  hold other public of l ice ot3c.r l2an Wotary Pub- 
l i c .  Camrnissioners rnust be ci t izens of tLe United States  and they must reside 



within the  ,?ark I j i s t r i c t  a t  the time they are  appointed or  f i l e  fir of i  i c e  ancl 
while ser16ng and within the a2propriate election d i s t r i c t  if so r eqdred  by 
Sections 3 and L. A l l  persons apgointed or  elected t o  the off ice of Park G i s -  
t r i c t  Commissioners s h a l l  before entering upon the discparge of the* dut ies  
severally f i l e  a wri t ten acce7tance ard oath of off i ce  in the  off ice of tile 
Secretary of State  f o r  the State of i4imesota. Consnissioners sha l l  serve without 
conpensation but shall be allowed t h e i r  actual and necessary expenses inc~rrred 
I n  the  perf ommce of t h e i r  duties. No Commissione~ o r  any person hold5 ng ap- 
pointment un?er the corporation shall be interested d i rec t ly  or  indjrect ly in 
any contract entered i n t o  under the  provisions of t h i s  chapter. No conmissioner 
s h a l l  be subject t o  any personal l i a b i l i t y  on account of any l i a 5 i l l t y  of the 
co~rporat ion, 

Sec. 6. PARK TTSTEICT SC~AF.DS; O~GA;"lIZlT13N, igA;F', . ETTli\TGS, ;3,3@FlUi-4 

A t  the f i r s t  .meting of the board am? a t  the f i r s t  met ing  each calen- 
day year, each board shall e lec t  from its rileinbership a chairman and a -;rice- 
chairrxm who sha l l  serve i n  such capacity f o r  the calendar year, and. u n t i l  t h e i r  
successors are elected and qualified, The chairman, or  i n  h i s  absance, the wice- 
chabmn, s h a l l  preside at  all meetiii~s. A l l  meetinrs sha l l  be open t o  the 
public. The Soards s h a l l  preserve order a t  t l le i r  meetings, compel the attendance 
of members and punish non-atteridance. The boards s h a l l  have power t o  r egcllate 
the i r  own procedme and s b a l l  adopt from t i ~ e  t o  time a ~ r i t t e n  rules  of proceclme. 

A t  i';s f i r s t  i ~ e t i n g  the  board s h a l l  adopt a temporary nanie f o r  the  
Park Dis t r ic t  and it sha l l  a t  a meet- :>, held within six non th  from i ts  f i r s t  
meeting, adopt by a ~TE. j o r i t ~ ~  vote of a l l  CormCssioners an o f f i c i a l  name for  the  
Park Distr ict ,  

Regular meet in;,^ of the Park Dist r ic t  Boards sha l l  be held a t  l e a s t  
monthly a t  such times and places a s  may be prescribed by t h e i r  rules. .Fpecial 
meetizgs may be c d l e d  by the  Chairmn, o r  by any tvro membzrs o! a board, by 
writing f i l e d  with the secretary, who spa11 tl-en ~. iRSl  a notice *a a l l  board 
~ernbers of the time and place of such meeting a t  l e a s t  two days before such 
meting. 

A ma;urity of the c o ~ s s i o n e r s  sha l l  constitute a quorum f o r  t3e  
transaction of businzss, although a smaller nmber may adjourn from ttme t o  t h e .  
.- Set. 7, PARK DISTRICT CiFiPS; PRLZiBY JXJTY 

?a-k Dis t r i c t  boards sha l l  have as  t!sir primary duty not the e shb-  
lishment of parks and playsrounds oT a locs l  or neigkborhoo-3 type hut rather  
the acquisition, development and maintenance of' large parks, wi ld  1% e sanctu- 
ar ies ,  fo res t  and other reservations, and rleans f o r  pul;lic access t o  his%oric 
sites and to lakes, r ive r s  and s t r eam and t o  otlser natural phenomena. 

Pzrk Dis t r ic t s  sl~alf have a l l  the ~&hts, powers, privileges and im- 
munities of a municipal corporation a t  cormon law and they shall be sxb ject t o  
the duties of a municipal corporation a t  common la\<. Zxcept as othervise l imit-  
ed in this a c t  they s h a l l  have perpetual succession, .;iay sue and be sued, may 
use a corporate seal ,  ;nay acquire by lease, purchase, g i f t ,  condemation or 
otherwise s ~ c h  r e a l  and personal property a s  the purposes of the  bead may re- 
quire anC nlay hol2, manage, control, s e l l ,  convey, lease or otherwise dispose 
of such property or  I t s  i n t e res t  therein. Kqe board shal l  have ft131 authority 



t o  exercise a l l  t h e  parers of the  C i s t r i c t ,  t o  make a l l  necessary or desirable 
contracts, t o  procure ~ - 3 S l i c  l i a b i l i t y  and other issurance protection a s  r?sy be 
necessary o r  desirable, t o  hiire and enploy help and assistance a s  its needs 
require, t o  exercise t h e  power of emineat domain, t o  enact ordinances and t o  de- 
c lare  tha t  t he  v io la t ion  thereof sha l l  be a p e r i l  offense and t o  prsscribe the 
penalties thereof, c o t  to exceed a f ine  of 100, or Smpi'ison~snt i n  a ~ i l l e g s  
or county jail f o r  a period of not more than 90 days, or both, and in eit;~er 
case the  cost, of prosecntion Ray be acided t o  the  penalties inlposed. The board 
sha l l  have f u l l  pmer and a ~ t h o r i t y  t o  acquire aad establ ish parks and to  
opei.ate, inaintain, pratect,  improve and preserve a park system ana t o  condt~ct 
a recreational program in i ts  parks. 

Sec, 9. PAm( DISTEl! C= BCARDS; SPECIFIC Po,gZRS. 

Park Dis t r i c t  b a r d s  in addition t o  the  foregoing genenil pmers  
shall have these s p c i f i c  powers: 

(a) The power t o  regu?ate by ordiaance the use o:? tile waters of any 
lake lyin:: within the  Farkc Dis t r ic t  by a l l  persons, includ;.ng persons  boat?^::, 
swimr;ii%, fishing, skating or otherwise in ,  c?on or about sa id  lake, ;;ahere such 
lake is not a l r€a d ~ ~  szb Sect t o  overal l  regulation by a m l i c i p a l  c o ~ o r a t i o n  
or  regih-Fvorj boc! of the State  of I6nnetlota. 

(b) T3e power t o  acquire lands e i ther  within or ttit?out the Par:: D i s -  
t r i c t  f o r  conversion i n t o  forest, reserves an6 f o r  $he co~serva t ion  of the  catwal  
resources of the  s + ~ a t ~ ,  inc1ud4,ng s t r e a ~ s ,  'lakes, buherged lands and swamp- 
l a d s ,  and t o  thess  ends nay crea te  ?ar!cs, paricwap, fores t  reservations and 
other reservations and afforest ,  devslop, inrprovs,~protect and promote the use 
of the sate i n  such manner as  is condi~ci-ire t o  the  eneral :-?elfare. These l a d s  
may ke acquired by the boar<:, on behaf i of the  <is k r i c t ,  by ~ S f t  or de-Ji se, 5y 
purchase or by c o n r l c ~ i ; i o n ,  In fu-tkercnce of tlrlb use and enjoymei~t of the 
lands contral.led by it, the  boasd nzqr acce?% donations oi ~11oney or other prop- 
erty, o r  rray a c t  a s  t rus tee  of land, motlcy o r  othelr pro-perty and m e  and admin- 
i s t e r  the same a s  s t ipulated bjr the clon~r, o r  a s  prpvided i n  t t e  trust a greement. 
The teims of each such donation or  t r u s t  s h a l l  f i r s t  be a p r o r e d  by the d i s t r i c t  
court be.Core acceptance by the board. If the a r k  & s t r i c t  i~clucies  a l l  or 
p a r t  of xore than one court d i s t r i c t ,  approval sha l l  be by the df s t r i c t  covrt 
of the co rt d i s t r i c t  kavinq the l a r~ss t  area w i t :  in the Park Distr ic t ,  i n  case 
of condemna-i;ion the proceed2ngs a r e  t o  3e ins t i tu i44  i n  the  name of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
and conducted in the ~mmler prwided i n  i!innesota Statutes Chapter 1133 and ac t s  
now in ef fec t  and hereafter adopted amen(jatory thereof and suppl~merital thereto. 
Either the  fee or  any l e s s e r  interesi; i.ia:r be qcqu*e a s  the board 6 e e ~ s  ad- 
visable. 1311 awards not s e t  as ide  a s  therein provided sha l l  be a cl-arge upon 
the  d i s t r i c t  f o r  which i s credi t  s h a l l  be pledred. n-e dut{es specif-iec! t o  
be performed in sa ld  sections by the c i t y  countil,  the  c i t y  clerk anc' t?le c i t y  
engineer, respectively, s h a l l  be perCor:;ed by the  Comn;issior,ers, the secretary 
and the  s~perifi ten2ent 0.T the  chs t r l c t ,  A2ce31s t o  the dis t rf  c t  coult s11aU. be 
taken t o  the d i s t r i c t  court of t 5 e  coulniy i n  wlilck tke 72&. lies., The notices 
required t o  be published shd l l  be published i n  evs7y case Ln a newspaper of 
general circ,ulat,ion p k l i s h e d  i n  the cm~nty or  countries wherein tpe land l i e s .  
A 1 1  reports a n l  papers r e q ~ i r e d  by sa22 ssctions t o  be Tiled wit,h the c!ty 
clerk s h a l l  be f i l e d  TJ.~-L& the seci-etaiy of th-  c!'str::ct, U n l ~ s s  a l e s se r  e s t a t e  
be e.esignate2, an abso1ute estate  i n  ie,? simple, un:qwdif?eS i n  any way &at- 
soever, s k i a l l  vest  i n  the & s t r i c t  i n  e.rery case of taking t y  the exercise of 
the power of eminent ciornain, and sruci es$qte s h a l l  not be 1-inrite.' or q ~ a l i f i e d  
i n  any way 3y cmstruction. Not\iRg herein co~tainec'. ska l l  authorize the board 
to: 



1. Acquire real  es ta te  by purchase or cmdemmtion wliich is locate6 rJ1'.tkin 
the bounciaries of an incorporated vi l lage or c i t y  unless the go~~eraing 
boay of such village o r  c i t y  sha l l  have coi~sented thereto by resolution 
duly adopted, or 

2. Acquire re& es ta t e  by conclcem~tion which is  located outsiZe t h e  Park 
Dis t r ic t  unless trie 3oard of County Corn-issimers of the county in 
which such property is  located bas ccnsented -thereto bj resolution 
duly adopted, 

(c) The p m w  i f  the  board fi.nc?s tha t  argy lan& which it has acquired 
are not necessary f o r  Yce purposes f o r  which acquired, t o  d i s p s e  of such lads 
upon such terms as  are advtsable, ii?cluc9i~ the  paier t o  t ransfer  such lands t o  
other public corporstioris. >Ili-~ere la>.ds vN..ch were acqzired by con<emation 
l e s s  than 20 years before a r e  t o  be  so l<  t o  pr ivcte  part ies ,  the fomer owners, 
or  t h e i r  h ~ i r s ,  ~ucdessors  o r  assigns, s h a l l  be notil"ied in  writing of the  
board's in tent  t o  dispose of the prowrbies and. shall be given 20days t o  pw- 
chase the  pi.operty talren fron them a t  such price a s  t:he Soarc! s h a l l  deem f a i r  
compensation t~ the Z i s t r i c t  :or such property. The  bo,;re m y  lease any of 
its l a d s  or  pernit  the i r  use f o r  ywposes consistent with tkte purposes f o r  
which the lands ->;ere acq-cireft cpon such terms as  a r e  advisable. No such lazds 
shall be sold wit?-o:lt the arproval of t k e  a s t r i c t  court of th.e carnty in which 
the lznds are  situated. 

( 2 )  The power t o  f ix ,  a l t e r ,  charge sad co l l ec t  fees, t o l l s  anc! charyes 
for  ti-& use of f a c i l i t i e s  of %be Park Dis-trict, f o r  services renaered by, o r  
fo r  any com~oitities furnishe.3 by, or f o r  i lcenses issued by, the 'boar6 pur- 
suant t o  ordinances authorized berzuniier. A l l  f ines  collected for  any viola- 
tion of a Soardls ordinance s h a l l  Se paid in to  the  treasury of scch Park Dis- 
t r i c t  Board. 

(e) The poiser t o  borrow, make and lssue negot,iable bonds, notes i ~ ~ d  
othes evidences of indebtedness, subject t o  the provisions of Sectlons 18 and 
19 hereof, an-! t o  pledge its f u l l  fa i th ,  c redi t  and taxing power t o  the  p a p e n t  
t3ereof, and/or t o  secure the  payment of stich oblifiations o r  any par t  thereof 
by mortgage, l ien ,  pledge, deed of t r u s t  o r  otherwrise, on a l l  or  any of its 
p ropr ty ,  contracts, frzncbises or revenues and t o  make such agreemalts with 
the ~urckase r s  or ho'ldexs of such notes, bonds o r  other evidences of Andebted- 
ness or  with others i n  conr~ection with the same, whether issued or to be issued. 

( f )  The power t o  cooperate i l~i tn or borrow from any governmental 
orgznizat.ion, & a t e  o r  f ederd  , or 'ram any agency of the s t a t e  or  fed-eral gov- 
ernnent fo r  any pwpcse within the scope of the avrtho~ity of t h i s  corporation. 

( z )  The power t o  cooperate with any public or m i c i p a l  corporation, 
wcth the counties anG with aqr private o r  p9blic organization engaged i n  conserva- 
tion, recreational ac t iv i t ies ,  protection ~f the public health and safety, 
prevention of water pollution, sanitation, and/or mosquito abatement fo r  any 
constructive pvrpose, and the power, upon request, to assume control of a l l  or  
a portion of any exis t i r4  parks o r  park lands omed by any county fovernment or  
munici2al corporation i n  the  park &s t r i c t ;  such c ~ n t r o l  s h a l l  be asstuned only 
a t  the request of and by agreement u i t h  the public auihori ty i n  c o ~ t r o l  of such 
park or -pa& lands. Tkreupon suc5 parks or  park 1 d s  may ke developed, im- 
proved, protected and q e z i t e d  ds  a park as  i n  case of lands ottlers~ise acqlired 
by e b a r ,  Such acquis3 t ion or  assm+&ion of con I r o l  or operation of a m u n i -  
cipa l  ?ark system by a ?ark E i s t r i c t  sha l l  in no w2.y %air the au thwi ty  and 
power of such municipality t o  l e ~ y  m d  col lec t  taxes f o r  park, playgromd and 
recrea t io la l  purposes, a l l  o r  p a r t  of such tax funds t o  be  i n n s f e r r e d  t o  the  



par!: &s t r i c t  f o r  z uch uses as m y  5e agreed upon between the  d i s t r i c t  and 
the  nuni.cipaLity. 

(:?I The pcxer t o  designate e,qloyees a s  police ozficers within t h e  
parks under t h e  ju_rlsdlctim and ccntrol of the .ward, a ~ d  errtployees so  desig- 
nated *lay exerc5se a l l  t'-e powers of police of i icers  w i t k i n  the park l a rds  under 
the jur isdict ion and coii%rol of the 5ozd .  Eefore exercising these powers, each 
such employec s h a l l  take an oath and g i  .,e a bond t o  the s t a t e  in such sun: as 
t h e  board prescribes Tor the proper perfcrm0-.1ce of hLs duties i n  such respect, 
Tkc board ray coctract  with ~un ic i l ; a l i t i e s  or  t.riK~ the county o r  co-unties f o r  
the p3'licj.rie 02  ark properties, 

The board shall ,  by s e c r t t  ballot ,  e l e c t  a Park Superiritendent t o  
serve as the  chief administratit-e ~ f f i c e r .  of the Park 9 i s t r i c t .  .Suck e lec t ion  
shall be f o r  te-mi of not t o  e:ccesa two years and t: le Superiatendent s b l l  
serve a t  t h e  plzasxre of t r - e  boar.;. No pel-son s k a l l  be  elected Su@rintendent 
unless he bas had a t  l e a s t  Len years ex~er i ence  i n  business o r  i n  publf c ad- 
mimstration, a t  l e a s t  f i v e  years of which shall kave been in a responsible 
a d . . ? i s t r a t i v e  capacity and. a t  l e a s t  three y e a x  i n  the  a M n l s t r a t 2 o n  of parks 
or  recreation. The salary of tke Super-intendent s h a l l  be s e t  by the boar!?, 
The Superj.ntendent o r  sorzeone desi,c,mte? by h k  s h a l l  serve as Secretary t o  the 
Roard. The chaikmcn and the secretary shaL1, promptly af-bbr t,hs+ selectkon, 
f i l e  kiith the Secretary of Sta",e of ililzlesota a bond in  tb penal sum of ten 
t rmsazld (10,000) doliars,  witn goccl and s ~ ~ f f i c i e n t  sure t ies  zcceptzble t o  the 
bawd of PU-k Dis t r i c t  Conx~s sio2ers. 

Tile board sha l l  have power t o  a p ~ o i n t  such ofi'icers, a ,ents a ~ d  employ- 
ees a s  it deems necessary $or the proper arlministra5ion of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The 
officers, agents and employees sha l l  perfom such dut ies  and receive such corn- 
~ e n s a t l o n  a s  the board m y  determine and s h a l l  be removable a t  t h e  pleasucre of 
the  board, 

Every c o ~ t r a c t ,  cmveyance, Lcense o r  other wr i t ten  instmxent  shall 
be executed on b e h l f  of the boarc! by the  chairman and secretary w i t h  t he  cor- 
porate s e a l  afPixed i f  the  d i s t r i c t  has one, and only pwsu3nt t o  authori ty  
from the board. 

Sec, 12. PAR< D!:SR!CT EDLRD; ENACTI.IEMT 01;' OiiDW?JCES 

The boar6 my ,  a f t e r  p ~ b l i c  hearing held upon two weeks pv.bl4shed 
notice, enact such ordiances a s  it may deem necessary or convenient t o  carry 
out the  general and s e c i a l  powe-s hemin granted. It r,.ay also,  withoct 
notice of hearins, adopt such resolutions a s  -7ay be deemed necessary or  conven- 
ient t o  car ry  out such powers, except where act ion is herein directed t o  be 
taken by ~ r d i ~ c e .  An ordinance or re solct ion sha l l  be siyned by t he  c'lair- 
man, attestec! by the  s c r e t a r y  ark, p~ibIls;.ed once i n  one lega l  nexspaper pub- 
l ished x i t h i n  tile d i s t r i c t .  Proof oiC the publicdtion s h a l l  be attached t o  
and be f i l e d  :sith the ordinance o r  resoluticn. Every ordinance s h a l l  be re- 
corded in an ordinance bcol-, within 20 days: a f t e r  its p ~ ~ b l i c a t i o n .  A l l  ordi- 
nances s h a l l  be sui tably en t i i l ed  and shall be sirbstantially i n  t h e  s tyle:  
"The board of the  Park Dis t r ic t  of Ordains : I I - 



SecSec. 13. P M  DISTRICT EQ47D; E;TFCRCE~EiW OF CRBLNANCES. 

The board s h a l l  have authority t o  enforce i ts ordf-ces and t o  employ 
police of f icers  an2 a t t o r n e p  fo r  such pur?ose, Any police off icer ,  cor~stable, 
sheriff  or other public enforcev~nt o f f i c i a l  hav5-ng jurisdiction in t h s  county, 
in which all or a p a r t  o i a Park Dbstrict i s  located, sha l l  have authority t o  
a r r e s t  persons violating ordinances of the  board and t o  serve warrants upon 
persons accused of violat ing an ordinance 02 the board, 2nd t o  carry o ~ t  the 
prosecution i r~  any proper tribuial unber stlch ordinance. dothing heyeir, con- 
tained s h a l l  prevent %he enforcenent w ~ t h i n  a Park Dis t r ic t  of any ordinance 
or regulation of a mgic ipa l i ty  o r  covnty within s ~ c h  Park I j i s t r i c t  which is 
not inconsistent with the ordinznces of the board. 

Sec. ;4. PARK DISTRICT BO&D; RXWS. 

The board s h a l l  keep accurate and permanent records of a l l  the  pro- 
ceedings and sha l l  conpile and publish reports an2 infornation re l a t ing  t o  the  
Park Dis t r ic t  and t o  the board's functions and proceedings. 

When a public highway extends in to  or  through a park area, or a 
public highway f or2m a l l  or  pa r t  of a suitable connection betwee3 two o r  nore 
park areas, and it i s  advisable t o  mke a l t e r a t i m s  i n  the rocte or width of 
the highway or  to grade, exain, pave or otherwise -rove the highway, the 
board may enter i n t o  agreenents with the  public authori t ies  in charge or  control 
of so much of the highjay as  l i e s  wit'nin the park area or which Corms the whole 
or a p a r t  of a connecting l i n k  bebesn  two or more park areas,  provising f o r  
the doing of such thiags, under the  2roceck-e authcrized by law in case of sach 
public auti3orities, and f o r  the payment. by t h e  board of s o  much of the cost  
thereoi' a s  i s  agreed u;:on. T h i s  section does co t  a f  ec t  the l ega l  s ta tus  of 
the b ighway. 

Sec. 16. PARK DIST sLCT XNRD; T.4X LEVY ,1ND 13XIrJEf'. 

The Park District boar?, as soon a f t e r  organization a s  practicable 
and on or  bei"ore the T i r s t  day of JuZy of each year thereafter, shalA pre2are 
a detailed budget of its proposed expenditures ciWin;:, the i*:& f l s c a l  year, 
other than those to  be net by bond issues or by revenues described i n  Section 
1 7  and Subdivision d of Section 9 of th i s  ac t ,  which budgets s h a l l  in  no year 
exceed eighteen (18) cents ser person i n  the  d i s t r i c t  a s  determined by the  
l a s t  federal  decennial census. Eilt no such assessment s h a l l  be m a e  upon the 
people or  property of a c i t y  of the i'irst class. 

A s  soon af ter  ~ r g a ~ i z a t i o n  a s  practicable, and on t:-e f i r s t  day of 
July each year thereafter, the Park Dis t r i c t  board sha l l  c e r t i f y  t o  the govern- 
ing body of each township, tom,  borou9, ?Jillage o r  c i t y  inclu4ed i n  the dis- 
t r i c t ,  the budgct adoptez pmsuant t o  t h i s  Section, toget i~er  with a statement 
of the  proportion of t h e  budget t o  be provid-ed by such zove-mmental subdivision. 
The budget s h a l l  5e apportionsd among such auWiv-j_sions within the  d i s t r i c t  i n  
the same proportion a s  t h e i r  respective pop~la t ions  Sear t o  the t o t a l  popula- 
t ion  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  population figures t o  be based on the  l a s t  f e d e r d  de- 
cennial censim . 

For the purpose of t h i s  section the governing body of any c i t y  means 
tha t  board, council, cornmission or off icer  authorized by law or charter t o  levy 
taxes f o r  parlc and recreation purposes and the governing bo* of each unorgan- 
ized township means the Board of Ccunty Com~issioriers of the county i n  which 
such -bowaship is located. 



It s h a l l  be the duty of each such pcwerning body i n  the d i s t r f c t  t o  
p r ~ v i d e  %he funds necessary t o  meet i t s  proportiorlate share of such budget, 
such fm3.s t o  be  raise^ by tax levies  or other rfieans within the a ~ t h o r i t y  of 
saic? governing bodies, arzd t o  pay the same over t o  the  Treasurer of the d i s t r i c t  
i n  such ar?o~mts and af sach tirnes a s  iTa;J f a i r l y  be reqe.re? by tb %rk Dis t r i c t  
board. 

Any such governing bocly is herebv authorize6 io levy annually upon 
a l l  taxable propcrty within i ts  bounc?aries a t ax  a t  tho, r a t e  necessary t o  raise,  
a t  962 collection, i t s  pl-oportlonate share of the Park Dis t r i c t ' s  budget, which 
tax, except i n  the  case of citLes of the f i r s t  class, .my be levied i n  excess 
of and over and above a l l  other t ax  ijmita-bions. 

813 7non%ys received f r m  sa id  lev ies  shall be turned over by the 
county treasurer collectihg the same t o  the treasurer of the  par^ District .  
A l l  moneys recej-ved by the Park Dis t r i c t  sha l l  be used t o  carry out the powers 
and duties i q o s e d  on the  Pzrk Dis t r ic t  board by t h i s  a c t  and shall not be.sub- 
zect t o  review or reduction by other boards, comnlissions or councils. 

If the governing body of any su5division f a i l s  before October 1 of 
any year to  pay its propor-tionate share o l  the  ?ark Dis t r i c t  budget f o r  the next 
f i s c a l  year or t o  c e r t i f y  t c  the county auditor a tax  levy specif ical ly desig- 
nated fo r  sajd purpose, the Park E i s t r i c t  boa-d. s h a l l  ce r t i fy  t o  the county 
auditor of each comty i n  which such government~l subdivision is located such 
amunt of taxes as  is deemed necessary t o  r a i s e  scch sukdivisionts proportionate 
share of the  budget, f o r  collection with and a s  a par t  of othcr taxes on taxable 
property within sach subdi-~isions, which -tax, except i'l the case of c l t i c s  of 
the first class,  may be levied i n  excess of an i  over and abo-re a l l  o t k r  tax 
l i d t a t i  ons . No govermnenni;al subdivision sha l l  1. e required t o  -;-lay a larger  
percentage of i t s  proportionate ski at^ hereunder than the c i t y  or c i t i e s  of 
t5e f i r s t  c lass  i n  the d i s t r i c t  s k i a l l  Fay. 

P-e Park Dis t r ic t  boar,?. may by resolution, sublait t o  the electors 
of the  Park 3is trLct  a t  a general or nrinary s t a t e  elect ion the question of 
rais ing the l i m i t  on the  Park C i s t r i c t l s  b@et fram eighteen (18) cents t o  
not t o  exceed th i r ty-s ix  (36) cents per 2erson i n  the d i s t r i c t .  Any resolution 
p r ~ v i d ~ g  for  an elect ion on ra i s ing  the budgetary l imi t  sha l l  specify the pro- 
posed a d d i t i o r ~ l  amount per  person i n  the distrZ c t  t o  be authorize6 anG tke 
number of consecutive years scch increase i n  the l i m i t  siaall be effective. The 
resolution sha l l  be ce r t i f i ed  t o  the county auditor of each comty wherein 
l i e s  any pa r t  of the  t e r r i t o r y  of the d i s t r i c t ,  and the county aua3itor or  
audittors sha l l  cause the  same t o  be s-~bmLtted t o  the electors resiGng within 
such t e r r i to ry  a t  the next ensiling general o r  primary election on a & ~ l ? ~ o t  set-  
tint for th  the  proposed additional zmomt per person and the numb? of years 
such increase s h a l l  be ef fec t ive  a s  gravided i n  the resolution, anc! sha l l  for- 

' ward the o f f i c i a l  returns of th judges of election i n  the precincts \robing on 
such bal lot  t o  the  Park Dis t r i c t  board. f o r  canmiss, an6 the increase sha l l  be 
authorized i f  approved by a ria jor i ty  of t h e  electors  of the d i s t r i c t  voting 
on such ballot. 

The bo~rc!  nay borrobz money ir, anticipation of t h e  collection of a l l  
taxes levied i n  i t s  behalf and issue t h e  negoti-able notes of the  d i s t r i c t  i n  
an amount not i n  excess of 90% of the z ~ o u n t  so levied which has not been re- 
ceived by the d i s t r i c t  a t  t he  t h e  of the borrowing. Such notes sha l l  matwe 
not l a t e r  tkan iiarch 1 of the year follo~rin:; the  year i n  which the tax 1 e v i . e ~  
are t o  be collected and s l ia l l  ke payable ~rimari l - j .  frsr! the proceeds af the 
levies  anticipated thereby, but the f u l l  f a i t h  and credi t  of the d i s t r i c t  shall 
be pledged t o  the Faymerrt of the notes, an3 i f  such levies  a re  not suff icient  



t o  pay a l l  principal due and in te res t  accrued thereon the Fark r!istrict board 
s k l l  le-vy for  the repapent  of the p r i n c i ~ a l  anc! i n t e res t  on suck! rlctes an 
ad valoren t a x  i n  the ne,d ensuinz $car and f o r  so long t3er;after a s  nay ke 
necessary upon a l l  of the taxable property within i ts  corporate l imits ,  wbich 
l e l q  m y  be made without l i m i t ~ t  ion a s  Lo r a t e  or  alnount and sha l l  not be in- 
cluded i n  ayplyin: s tatutory l imiLit ions t o  other t=: levies. 

Sec. 17. PARK CISTRICT B W I D ;  EOKJS 

The Park Dis t r lc t  board may by resolution provide f o r  the  issuance 
of regoti.able senera1 obiiyhtton bones of the d i s t r i c t  i n  the  ?name? specified 
i n  Iinrlesota S t a t ~ t e s ,  Chapters h29 and 475, e x e r t  as  otherwise provic'ed i n  
t h i s  section, but only for  the p'srpose of financing the a c ~ u i s i t i o n  and better- 
ment af ?ark properties ax! f a c i l f t i e s  or Tor refunding cr~tstit~lriino_ obU  ati ions 
of the d i s t r i c t ,  and boilds s h a l l  a t  no tiine be issued I n  an amount such as t o  
cauee the net debt of t ~ l e  d5strr.ct t o  exceed f i v e  tznths (S/10) of one percent 
(1%) of the  l a t e s t  f u l l  and t rue  valuation, as  f i n a l l y  equalized in accordance 
with ? iWlesota Statutes Sectiori 27L:.13. "det debt," fo r  the  pvrpose of t h i s  
a c t  is defined a s  i n  Section k75,Sl except t h a t  tax anticipation notes shl l  
be excluded therefroin. No bonds shd l l  he issued i n  an a.:mn+, wYicfi wo-dd cause 
the ne t  debt t o  exceed one tenth (i/10) of on.?, per cent (I,<) of such f u l l  and 
t rue  vsluation without f i r s t  o5tain 11:g the a x > r o ~ a l  of a imjari ty  of the electors 
vo%i-ng on the q ~ e s t i o n  a t  an elect ioa c d l e d  i n  the paimer provided i n  Section 
16 of this ac t ,  

The ba l lo t  a t  any bond election s h a l l  s t a t e  the  mximun. amount and 
purpose o r  purposes of the proposed I.s.me, and no issue s h a l l  be invazidateil 

reason 02 the inclvsicn 3-n the bal lot  0-7 more than one prpose.  Taxes f a r  
the payment of priricipal an6 in teres t  on bonds, ~<he-Lhe~ levied Lefore the  is- 
suar.ce t1:eyeof or  letiled s u b s e ~ ~ e n t l y  t o  res tore  deficienclcs i n  the  bond 
sinkin: fund, .shall qot 'm su5jest  t o  any l imitat ion a s  t o  r a t e  c r  amo-at and 
s h a l l  not be included i n  determining t l ~ e  application of any s tatutory l i n i t a -  
t ion  t o  other t ax  levies. 

A l l  funds m&r the  c o n t r ~ l  of the  Park Dis t r ic t  board are t o  be kept 
in depositories selected in t \e  man,?er provided f o r  the deposit of county 
f w d s  insofzr a s  those proceedings a r e  applicable. Leposits a re  t o  be secured 
as  provided i n  the case of comty fmds. The Comty Treasurer s h a l l  serve 
a s  t3e  treasuy-er of the board and in multi-comty distric"v, the County Treas- 
=er of the ca~~r i ty  ~ o r ~ t a i n i r ~  tne l a rges t  portion of the  d i s t r i c t  sha l l  s o  
serve. Ee s h a l l  receive and 5e responsible f o r  a l l  nzoneys of the d i s t r i c t ,  
from &atever source derived, an4 the  same s b l l  ks considered pcblic fun2s. 
FIe sbU. disburse the Ir.one;rs of the d i s t r i c t  only on orders made 'oy the $ecre- 
tary, countersigned by the  Chain:an, Vice Chairman, o r  other person a2thorized 
by the d i s t r i c t  shoving the  name of t h e  claimink an?. the r,atm-e of the claim. 
No disburseme;~ts sha l l  be ce r t i f i ed  by such of f icers  u n t i l  the same have been 
approved Sy the  Commissioners a t  a meettnq thereof. The treasurer shall keep 
an account of a l l  moneys receive4 anci dis 'msed by him, and a t  l e a s t  once a 
year, a t  t k e s  t o  be clesignated by the Codss ioner s ,  f i l e  with the  Secretary 
a financial statement of the d i s t r i c t ,  shotsing i n  appropriate a& identifiable 
groupin2 the ~ c e i p t s  and ciisburserner,ts since the last approved s%tement, the 
moneys on %and and the  Fixposes For which the  same are  a-wropriated. 

Sec. 19. PAiiK DImICT BOARD; DL'F3LORQ?JT OF A PLAN 

biithtn L8 months of the  act ivat ion of a ?ark Distri-ct, t h e  board f o r  



such Park X s t r i c t  sha l l  develop and ayprove a wr i t ten  ~ l a n  Tor 6evelopment 
of parks within the  d i s t r i c t .  Certified copies of such plzn s h a l l  be  filed 
by t h e  Secretary of the Board with the ;iegisters of Ceeds f o r  the  counties 
having land h i th in  the d i s t r i c t  anci r\rith the Department of ?arks of the State 
of i.innesota. Suck plans s5aI.L be revised ad. brought up t o  date a t  l e a s t  
every f i v e  years. 

Sec . 20. PM2< DISTRICTS; D E S I O ~ T I ~ ~ ~  OF BC!?JJN?AXIES AID ACTIVATION 

Boundaries of Park Z s t r i c t s  a s  created by this s t a t c t e  sha l l  3 e  
Cetermine2 arid F'arlc Dis t r ic t s  actLva"td a s  f o l lms :  

Subsection I, Application. 

Apglicatlon f c r  the  creation of a Park 2 i s t r i c t  sha l l  be made t o  the 
county board or  boards of the  county or co1int3-es within wUcl.1 t h e  d i s t r i c t  is 
t o  be locate6. The application sha l l  e i ther  5e  signed by one ~ z r c e n t  of the 
electoils resldiag within each county or portion thereof t o  bs included within 
the proposed d i s t r i c t  a s  determined 'Qr the number of electors  voting a t  the  
l a s t  ?receding general election within such t e r r i to ry ,  or, in l i e u  t'nereof, 
s h a l l  be a ~ t h o r ~ z e d  bry resolutions adopted by a majority of the governing Sodies, 
as dezined i n  Section 16, of the c i t i e s  anct vi l lages  witbin each comty or ?or- 
t ion  thereof t o  be inclucled in the  proposed d i s t r i c t .  The application s h a l l  
contain a s  accurate d e s c r i ~ t i o n  of the t e r r i t o r y  t o  ;-e includeC in the  croposed 
d i s t r i c t  and when pmsented t o  the board or boards of county comnissioners 
s h a l l  be accompanied by an accurate nap or pla% tbereof. '3rhel.e nulti-county 
d i s t r i c t s  are  groposed applications for  the various portions of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
s h a l l  be presented t o  the respective boards of cow-ty comissioners i n  which 
the p o r t i ~ n s  of the d5s t r ic t  1Le. 

An application may c o ~ s i s t  of moye Wan or,e c oun-berpart, eat\ se t t ing  
for th  th description of the proposed t e r r i t o q r  of t h e  ' i-strict  and containing 
the signatures of one or  ore electors and l-a-vlnq endorzed thereon as  attached 
there.i;o the a f f idav i t  of the  pcrsofi ol-;taining such s lgnatwes s t a t i n g  that t o  
the best  of h i s  infomation or belief, they are  yenuine and a r e  t h e  signatures 
of 2ulg qzaWied  electors  residing within the  proposed Park Dis t r ic t ,  

Subsection 2. Notice and Ilearing 

won the  f i l i n r  o f t h e  applicatiors r;rovided f o r  i n  Sdssectlon I, 
each county boa* shal l  fix a time f o r  the hearing 01 the  application which 
s h a l l  he not l e s s  than 20 nor morp than k0 days a f t 2 r  the 6ate of such f i l ing ,  
lu'otice of s lxh i i l i n ~  and tke date oL' hearing s h a l l  be pu3lished i n  a rims- 
paper of general c l r c u l a ~ i o n  within the proposed d i s t r i c t .  If %\ere is no 
newspaper of general circulation witien the proposed ciistrtct ,  t'len the notice 
s h a l l  be pmted i n  f ive oi" the nost public places wit'nin tl:e 2roposed d i s t r j c t .  
The notice s h a l l  be plt=lished or  posted f o r  not l e s s  t5an 15 days p ~ i o r  t o  the 
sa te  fixed f o r  the hearing. The hearing m y  be ad:mrned Iron tLie t o  time. 
A t  2 hear-lng on an ap2licatlon f o r  the  creatian of a ?ark Dis t r ic t ,  each county 
board shall consider and determine the sufficiency of the application =d sha l l  
hear a l l  arguments for  and- agairlst tile creat ion & t he  d i s t r i c t .  Joint k a r i n g s  
may be held pwsuant t o  notice thereof where t5e  actr'_vation of a &ti-county 
d i s t r i c t  is applied for.  If the county board f inds the  application t o  be in- 
sufficient, additional signatuzres or resol~l t ions  pay be obtained and the  appli- 
catlon may be resubmitted t o  the 3o&-d a t  any t i x e  within six months of the 
orig-1 f i l i n g  t k r e o f .  Signatures or resoliltions m y  C e  withdrawn a t  any time 
p r io r  t o  the  f i n a l  6e te~a ina t ion  3y the board as t o  sufficiency of the applica- 
tion, 



Subsection 3. Desi "-tion and Activaticn 

Tdmn the application has been deterlnin4a t o  be sufficj-ent the  bard 
of cou~%y comnissioners in single c o ~ n t y  d i s t r i c t s ,  an3 esch bbclrd of county 
comtnissioriers in &ti-county cl is t r ic ts  s h a l l  consizer whether or  not the  
designation and act ivat ion of t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  be conducive t o  the general 
weXare. LC a nlajority of the board cf county c o ~ m i s s i o n ~ r s  3-i single county 
d i s t r i c t s  or a pa jorLty of ezch S a r d  of' comty c o ~ s s i o n e r s  i n  multi-count.~ 
d i s t r i c t s  s lml l  determine tha t  it w i l l  be a resolution so s ta t ing  shal l  be 
adoptec! d e s i g x : i n ~  and act ivat ing t 3 ~  d i s t r i c t .  Such resolution s h a l l  not 
be adopted sooner thaE 90 days a f t e r  the f i r s t  hear-lng is held. Yqe bozrds 
nay change bkt not  expanci the  boundaries of proposed multi-co~mty d i s t r i c t s  
frorn those described in the  application a t  the t ine  of t h e  hearing, an4 may 
exclu2e a l l  t e r r i t o r y  within any county i f  the c o t ~ ~ t y  board of t 5 a t  county 
disapyro-res the application. Park 3 i s t r i c t s  when f i n a l l y  actLvated must in- 
c l - d e  a l l  02 one county excluding c i t i e s  of tCle . f i r s t  c lass  therein, o r  parts 
of more than one county, but, the bomdaAy l i n s s  of the a i s t r i c t  as f i n a l l y  
ordered by the  board or  boards s h a l l  n o w v i d e  any existing town or  municipal 
corporation and s h a l l  not include any t e r r i t o r y  s j- tmted i n  a,qy otiner Park D i s -  
t r i c t  activated p- i saant  t o  t h i s  a c t  and s h a l l  not inclr.de any non-con%iig~ous 
areas I 

Subsection 4. Ref erendur~. 

The board 02 c mnty commissioners on i ts mm motj-on may, and i f  re- 
quested t o  do so by 2e t i t ion  03 one percent of t h e  electors  i n  the proposed 
c i i s t r k t  msjding withiin the c o m t ~ ,  a s  determinec! i n  Subsection 1 of t h i s  sec- 
tion, sha l l  subnit t o  a referenclm of the electors ir~ the proposed d i s t r i c t  
r c  siding witk~in the county 2 t  the  next sensra7, or pr irary electior! the follow- 
ing question which s h a l l  be worcleri, on t5e Sal lo t  i n  t F i s  my:  

S b l l  a ?ark Dis t r i c t  be act ivates  encolrpassinp t.he f olloving t e r r i  
-tory: (heye iriswt the desigmticn of each county t o  be included in the dis- 
t r i c t  i n  Sts ent irety,  and of each ctty,  vil'age, borouch or t o ~ m  t o  b e  incl-ded 
which is cutside ary such county, an?. a i e z a l  descrip.i;ion of any unorganized 
t e r r i t c r y  t o  be included w'kch is outsi3e any scch county. ) ?  

If a majority of the votes cast  or! i b i s  i ssue  in  s ingle county dis- 
t r i c t s  a=.e 'tyg~lI votes, the referer,1ur!: shall k declare2 carried an6 tl;e Park 
Dis t r i c t  s h a l l  b e  activated. Ir! multi-county d i s t r i c t s  a r a j o r i t y  of the votes 
cas t  OR t b i s  issus i n  each c o u ~ t y  w bere a referendm i s  held must be "yes" 
votes f o r  the rf;fer.enc?tm t o  carry, Ln a l l  cascs where referenda carry the  
couritp bozds  s h a l l  have 60 da2s t o  appoint Park Dis t r ic t  Codss ioner s .  If 
they f a i l  t o  appoir~t such c o ~ s s i o n e r s  within 50 days a f t e r  the  referendum, 
the governoy s h a l l  make such appoin+YAtlegts. Referenda need be held h onQr 
those camt ies  where a pe t i t ion  3ear2ng the req.red nmber of e lec tor ' s  sig- 
natures is 2iled o r  where tke Boar< of County Gomlissioners orders a referendum. 

Once a h r k  Dis t r i c t  i s  activate?., :-efsrencia my be held on i ts 
largernent as herein prcvided, but not on its activation. 

S2c. 21. PARK DISl?I),iCTS; EKLAFGE:'E~J:' 3F 42QK 31ZTRTCP 

kJ:~en col16ucive t o  t h e  general welfare any t e r r i to ry  adjacent a-rd con- 
t i g c ~ u s  t o  an exis t ing  Park Cistr?.ct, whether located 2rit5in any county in  
wbic3 the d i s t r i c t  tias created or not, may be amexed t o  the d i s t r i c t  under 
the following proced1me: A pet i t ion  sha l l  be f i l e d  with the  Roarc! of ??ark 



Dist r ic t  commissi~mers requesting such annexation, containinr: an accurate 
c!escription of the terri+,ory propose-! t o  be annexed, acconpanied by an accw- 
a t e  mp or p l a t  of t h e  t e r r l t o ~ ,  and signed ei ther  by one ~ e r c e n t  of the 
electors reslding wit'nin the t e r r i t o r y  ar authorized by resolutions of a 
majority of the  councils of t h e  c i t i e s  and viltages within the area t o  be an- 
nexed, The bccrc? s h a l l  determine whether the pe t i t ion  5s sufzicient ant? wheth- 
e r  ibis advisable t l a t  the annexation be made. If the bozrd determines in 
favor of the annexation, it nla,kes application t o  the c o u ~ t y  boar2 of tile 
county i n  wEch the terrf tozy is locate$, set t ing f o r t h  the f a c t  of t h e  f i l i n g  
of the  pet i t ion and tke  reasons why it is advisaSle t k a t  the t e r r i to ry  be an- 
nexed t o  the d i s t r i c t ,  The board may on its O T ~  moticn f i l e  such pe t i t ion  with 
the  county board, F?or! tke  f i l i a g  of such yet:tion, l i k e  procee2ings s h a l l  h e 
had a s  a r e  srovided i n  Section 20 upon applfcation for  She creation of a Park 
Distr ict .  T h e  t e r r i t o r y  anrlexeci m y  not include any c i t y  of the  f i r s t  class, 
a part  only of an existi,% +urn or municipal corporation an2 shal l  not include 
&ny t e r r i to ry  s l t r ~ t e d  in =ly other ?ark Dis t r i c t  activated p u r s u a t  t o  this 
ac t  unless the  ?ark 3 i s t r i c t  boar3 of such d i s t r i c t  consents to  the transfer 
of such te r r i tory ,  

In the  event of the annexation t o  a ?ark DistrS-ct oB t e r r i t o i y  lo- 
cated i n  a county &her than the  county or ccrrnties iri which the d i s t r i c t  t:as 
created, the county bcarct of the  county i n  which the  annexed t e r r i t o r y  I s  lo- 
cated sl.!.all exercise, with reference t.o the annexed te r r i tory ,  the  Fowers con- 
ferred q o n  couaty boards by Section 20 and the ax&i+,or and the +zeasrrer of 
the county i n  which the anna~ed t e r r i t o r y  is 1oca"ued s h a l l  exercise,with 
reference *.taxes levied and collected by t h e  F a r ?  of Fa-~k 3 i s i r i c t  c o w s -  
sioners upon the annexed territor:., the pavers conferred upon zuditors and 
Sreasurers by Sect5ons 15  through 18. 

In t h e  event t h a t  any provision of t h i s  ac5 or any application 
t b e ~ e o f  to any fac t s  or c i r ~ m s t ~ l c e s  o r  t o  any person or  any county or otkw 
golLtical suMivision s h a l l  be held in\-did i n  zr~y l e p l  proceedings, scch 
inval idi ty s h a l l  not a f f e c t  any other provision or  a p ~ l i c a t i o n  thereof xhich 
can be given e f fec t  without the invalid provision or application, anci shall 
not a f fec t  t h e  vz l i6 i ty  of any ~ b l i g a t ~ i o n s  created, Isszed or asswed here- 
under, and t o  this end the  provisions of t h l s  a c t  arid the applications thpreof 
a re  hereby declared t o  be severable, 



S W Y  CF 
EKABLIiJG mGI SLATION P3mI'I TI KG TI: ESTAf3LI 7'IMBT CiF SIHGLE 
COUNTY OR hVLTI-COUXTY PARK DISTRICTS AS PASSED BY TIfE 1925 

LZGIEL4TURE 

Chapter 806 Lms of abimesota 

T!JETROPOiITm U: The l m  i s  of the  enabling type authorizing t h e  vo te rs  or  t h e i r  
e lected representatives t o  es ta3 l i sh  a Park D i s t r i c t  when and i f  
they want t o  end with  such boundaries a s  they want except t h a t  
each d i s t r i c t  must include p a r t s  of several  counties o r  one 
whole county, excluding Yinneapolis and Rmsey County i n  e i t h e r  
case, 

ESTABLISHMJi3T OF 
PARK DISTRICTS: 

BOrnA31ES LSD 
ELECTIXJ OF PAM 
BOARD : 

PRIMARY D'JTY: 

Park D i s t r i c t s  may be s ingle  c c m b j  (coteminous wi th  a county 
except fo r  Eennepin where Minneapolis i s  excl-uded) o r  multi- 
county (containifig par t s  of more tnsn  ane county3 Counties 
e l i g i b l e  t o  fo rn  Z i s t r i c t s  w 6 e r  the  lsw are: Hennepin, Rright,  
Carver, Scott,  Anoka, Dakota aad Eashington, The establishment 
of a d i s t r i c t  i s  iz l i t ia ted by pe t i t ions  t o  the  county board or 
boards from $ of t h e  voters  or  a majori ty of the c i t y  and 
v i l l age  councils within tne proposed d i s t r i c t .  The d i s t r i c t  
f s esteblished by resolu-bion, single or  joint ,  of t h e  county 

board o r  Soards, with o r  without a referecdm end a f t e r  publiu 
hearing, The board o r  boards may choose t o  subnit t h e  question 
t o  a referendum and must do so i f  1% of t h e  voters  p e t i t i o n  
f o r  it, If a referendum is  held Che board or  boards must 
comply with the  outcome. 

I n  single county d i s t r i c t s  a seven-mancpark board, appointed in 
the  f i r s t  instance by the  county board and elected thereaf ter ,  
governs t he  d i s t r i c t ,  The county i s  divided i n t o  four  d i s t r i c t s  
of equal size and me commissioner i s  appointed and subseq,?ently 
e lected fron each of the  four  d i s t r i c t s .  Three c d s s i o n e r s  
a r e  appointed and su5sequently e lected a t  large,  

I n  the  multi-cotmty d i s t r i c t s  t h e  s i ze  and make-up of t he  park 
board i s  determined by jo in t  resolut ion but they are elected,  
too, & te r  t h e i r  first appointment. A l l  commissioners sewe 
four, year staggered terms, a r e  not  paid and cannot hold other 
public office.  - 
The primary duty 05' the  boards i s  s ta ted  t o  be "not t he  estab- 
lishment of parks and playgrounds of a l oca l  o r  neighborhood 
character ba t  ra ther  t he  acquisi t ion,  developnent and mainten- 
ance of large parks, f o r e s t  and other reservations and wild 
l i f e  sanctuaries, and of means f o r  public access t o  h i s t o r i c  
s i t e s  and t o  lakes, r i ve r s  and streams and t o  na tura l  phenomena," 

The boards have the  powers generally given t o  a park board, in- 
cluding: 

(a )  The power of e ~ i n e n t  dmain  except within municipali t ies 



where corsent of the  local  g o v e r ~ a g  kody must be obtained 
and i n  other counties where t'ne consent of Vne coun%y 
boards must be obtained. 

(b) The power to  .pass ordinances. 

( c )  The pmer t o  regulate l&es within the  d i s t r i c t  not 
othervrise regulated. 

(d)  The pm-er to  borrow money without a referendum up t o  
1/10 of I$ of the f u l l  and t rue value of t3e d i s t r i c t  
and with a referendum up t o  5/10 of I$. 

(e )  The power t o  take over and operate park f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
municipalitie s on request ar-d pursuant to such agreement 
a s  may be worked o ~ t  viith the m i c i p a l i t y .  

(f) The power t o  appoint police off icers  t o  police the parks 
within the d i s t r i c t  and t o  enforce the ordinances passed 
by the board. 

(g) The pmer t o  h i re  a superintenderrt, who must be a m m  of 
experience i n  park administration, and other necessary 
employees. 

PLAWIHG : The board i s  t o  develop a d  keep up t o  date, e plan f o r  the 
development of parks within the d i s t r i c t .  

The board prepares i t s  ennual operating budget which carnot 
exceed 186 per person i n  the d i s t r i c t  ( t h i s  l i m i t  can be 
raised t o  not t o  exceed 366 per person by referendum) . The 
proportionate share of the budget t o  be borne by each sub- 
division i u  the d i s t r i c t  i s  then computed based on the pro- 
portion of people i n  the subdivision t o  the people i n  the 
d i s t r i c t .  Each subdivision can pay i t s  share from exis t ing 
revenues o r  it can make a property tax levy t o  raise  the 
money, I f  it f a i l s  t o  do ei ther  the Park Dis t r i c t  cap ce r t i fy  
a levy t o  the  county auditor f o r  the defaulting subdivision, 


