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TOt B o d  of ilimctora 

FRQ I rr Health, Haspit a l s  and Ile'Lfare Cmdtteel Larry Achan, chairnan 

LWECTs Proposed resolutiion on restoriar t o  City of PEmeapoUs the au.thori%y 
t o  regulate nursing hamesa 

Until 1953 the City of WimeapoUs had authority under its charter t o  license the 
operation of nurahg homes %rl.L;hln the City for the -~urpase of assuring Plhe mainten- 
ance of ninZtnum standards of hoalth and nurdng care and canpUance w i t h  fSPe and 
building safety codes, In the I953 Legislature a epecjlal law was passed mrnovhg 
this  Ueen~lng auPlhority f rm the City and leaving nura- hmes subject to licensing 
only by tihe Stateo 

Since 3.953 the City govemenf has 81%-tempted t o  cope t r i th t& m.ima+,c?nnnee of 
adequate &andartla in nursing homes 3.n mveral trayas 

(1) Through reliance on Ucensin~: and inspecZion by the State Fire f:la&al 
and .the S t a t e  Health U e p ~ h e n t ,  

!2) Tmoug-! deputiaation of the City Health C ~ s s i o m r  by the Skate. Hedkh 
C~lsdopzer0 

(3) Through reliance on pramsion and the voluntary coopera~on of conscientiaus 
nursing home operators i n  aaintainlng adsqua-t;e health and safety stand&so 

This program has res~dted i n  tihe m a h t e ~ c s  of acceptable shnddl; in the mag* 
riky of nursing :;hanmes, In the past year, noreover, the C i t y  Health Ccmdssioner acting 
as went of tihe %ate Board of Healtho has bsen able to make remarkable progress in  
5mproving nursing care in nursing homes fihrou~h an educational and surveillance program 
financed ims large 'part by Federal ,funds passed on by the <Sate Department; of Health, 

S-4A.13, U s  general program f a l l s  short of providing the most effective control 
of nursing home8 for several reasons8 

(1) The Statens r n b i n u m  standards are naturally geared to statmido ool#litions, 
and since tho concentration 03nursing hames is greatest in urban centers 3nd health 
and safety prsbXems are of more critical importance in congested urban ccnters, these 
State standards are not strict enough for urban needs, 

(2) The SbP;e HeaPth srnd Mre f4ar23haX Dsparhmts are not adsquataly staffed t o  
perfam intensive and frequent enough inspections ts asswe compUsnca with t h e i ~  m 
standardeo As noted this ha8 been overcame fa some exkent by deputizhg the City 
Health Pepartmonk and gi.caiaiqfbancial assistance "t stnngthen its inspectionwl staff ,  
Hoz.rever, in the building and fire prevention f i e lds ,  no sa& Sh%e dspu%t;faation has 
OCC-~ 

(3) It sems inevitable t h a t  agencies r-rith stabwide ~espansibiJ%%5es be 
less aoncorned w i t h  effec-Eve regulation in a local. cornunity than apz agency whose 
responsibility is aofely  to that cornmurdty, In other nards, there is a di s t inc t  ad- 
vantage of home ruleo 



(4) IMle the inajority of nursing home operators have contiirmued to canply 
voluntasily rdth standards suggested by .the City and have cooparated 115th its edu- 
cational progams, a fell tgargirzal operators have re t o  cooporab and have created 
condikI.ons i n  their homes %hat zuite jeapard5ein.g the health and safetgr of their patients 
and the connunityo Laclking the authority to  deny,, s u e  or revoko Ueensss, the Ciky 
has not been able to  bring these narginal operators into  ccnpU.anceo 

For these reasons, the Health, Iiospitals and Velfare Committee bslieves it i s  
essential %hat the powr of nursing hame r c ~ u l a t i o n  be restored t o  the City of Minneapo- 
Uso 1s E3GuFDRE RECCTS4ENE that the Citizens League B& of Dimctwcr urge the 
I-tlmeapoUa Gity Council and %he ~~ervlepin County legislative dalegation t o  oroxk for re- 
peal. of tha 1953 statute ~.lfiich took atray W s  power ( ~ a w s  of ilinnesota 1953$ Seco 2, 
Chapter b66, Rest Hanes, Nursing Elomes), 

Xe recognise that in addition t o  the licensjng power, the City must have adequate 
personnel t o  carry on inspeutional artd educational programs among the nursing home 
operators i f  it i s  to raise and maintain adequate standards of  health and safety fn 
their h m a *  The value of trained and imaghative personnalin an edwatioml ro l e  
'ms b a a  very tmXl sho~m in tiha Healtih Deparbnentga nmseqs aid training program in 
the nursing homes during 19g0 

We therot'ore fur.2her urge that the City provide adequate finances for health, 
building and fire impectors assigned t o  nursing home regulatione Xe suggesP; the 
f ollotdng 8 

(1) That license fees be high enough t o  cover the cost  of regulatdng the nursing 
home so 

(2) That provision be matie to charge costs  of repcahu call-back inspecti-~ns 
and all ofhor comparable cosSI~ aga5nst the h m e  ~ c a s f o ~  such expenso, 

(3) That a c~mbined City-State license be used, 15th %he SPIate deputisine; 
.the City Zeal% and Sire hpartnents for overseeir! ~ompEance ~rl-bh ShPta mgulatisns, 
and that the S ta te  reinbur- the City for a £air share of the cost of regulation in 
recogplftion of tihe fact that the City is helping to provide a service ti1&ch is provided 
directly by State personnel in other parts of the Stakeo 

(4) That the State be asked t o  continue %he grant of Eedasa3, money for Lhe3 
successrul educationa1 proegram begun in 19g in the Hea3th De~rbenbo 


