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The conf lagrat ion of Friday, May 6 gave t h e  Bdimeapolis F i r e  Departnent o;le 
of i ts  most severe t e s t s  and presents several  items of i n t e r e s t  in r e l a t i o n  to last 
year ' s  repor t  of We Public Safety Committee on F i r e  Protection. High w i n c h ,  in- 
flammable construction,  t h e  peak of rush hour t r a f f i c  and an incredibly  hot and 
f a s t  developing f i r e ,  combined t o  b r ing  about one of t h e  most c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  
i n  t he  c i t y ' s  h is tory ,  and it appears t h a t  t he  F i r e  Department performed a minor 
miraole t o  control  it wi th in  two hours, and confine major damage t o  a s i ng l e  block. 

The f i re  originated i n  an unoccupied four-story warehouse a t  217 North 3rd 
Street .  It had a t t a ined  g rea t  headway when discovered. Before t h e  bui lding could 
be ven t i l a ted  t h e  pent-up f i r e  gases igni ted i~ a g r e a t  wave of flame t h a t  en- 
veloped Ladder 1, igni ted adjoining buildings and c a r s  i n  parking l o t s .  The 40- 
mile-an-hour wind pushed t h e  heat  wave down 3rd S t r ee t ,  ign i t ing  t h e  adjoining 
six-story Nott Building f romthe  t h i r d  s t o ry  t o  t h e  roof,  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  Lee 
Building across  3rd S t r e e t  and t h e  t o p  f l oo r  windows of t h e  Fur-tex Building across  
2nd Avenue. Radiated heat  igni ted t h e  rea r  of t h e  Duncan Euilding and t h e  Sandberg 
Casket Company on 3rd Avenue North. Sparks and f l y ing  brands were spread broad- 
c a s t  over t h e  loop s t a r t i n g  f i r e s  on roofs and penthouses, some of which a t t a ined  
serious proportions. 

The high command of t h e  department immediately real ized t h e  danger of a sweep- 
ing conflagration,  Five alarms i n  quick succession plus numerous spec ia l  c a l l s  
brought 14 engines, 6 ladders,  5 hose wagons, 2 boosters and 1 rescue squad, Civil 

I Defense F i r e  and Rescue Reserve, Rennepin County Rescue Squad and other  a u x i l i a r y  
services  were a ler ted.  The key l i n e  of defense -mas a ba t t e ry  of heavy streams form- 
ing a water cu r t a in  along 2nd Avenue North. This broke up t h e  main wave of  heat ,  
extinguished f i r e s  across  2nd Avenue and helped t o  keep d o m  f ly ing  sparks, A s  
o ther  oompanies arr ived t heywere  de t a i l ed  t o  cover roofs  and spot f i r e s  t o  leeward, 
t o  a t t a d c  t h e  f i r e s  ac ross  3rd S t r e e t  and on 3rd Avenue and t o  cool t h e  main f i r e  
by  a t tacking from windward. The whole operation was a c l a s s i c  in f i re - f igh t ing  
s t ra tegy,  and t h a t  such a plan could be formulated and car r ied  out i n  time t o  con- 
t r o l  t h e  f i r e  indicates  leadership,  organization and t r a i n i n g  of  a high order. 

The s t rengths  and weaknesses of t h e  department, a s  s t a t e d  in l a s t  year ' s  re- 
po r t  by t h e  Public Safety  Committee of t h e  Cit izenst  League were sharply high- 
l igh ted  by t h i s  fire. On t h e  c r e d i t  s ide  were: an a b l e  and energet ic  high command, 
unusually l a rge  and powerful pumpers and amounts of heavy stream equipment (mounted 
' turre t  nozzlesn and portable "deluge se t sw) ,  These permitted t h e  rapid  s e t t i n g  up 
of t h e  water cur ta in ,  deluging threatened buildings and a t tacking a f i r e  t o o  h o t  t o  
be  approached by ordinary means. It is  probable t h a t  few c i t i e s  could have matched 
t h e  speed and power of t h i s  operation, 
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The most notable weakness shown was t he  inadequate number of companies. TWO 
working f i r e s  unconnected with t h e  main f i r e  and innumerable c a l l s  f o r  spark f i r e s  
over t h e  e n t i r e  loop almost emptied t h e  c i t y ' s  f i r e  s ta t ions .  St. Paul was asked 
f o r  a id ,  (by agreement) and responded generously with four  engines, 1 ladder and a 
chief ;  a l l  t h a t  they  dared t o  send with  t h e  dangerous weather condit ions t he r e  pre- 
vail ing.  The e n t i r e  o f f - sh i f t  of  t h e  Minneapolis Department vras recal led,  and b y  
6:30 p.m., seven o r  e igh t  reserve engines were in service. The despatchers in t h e  

,' alarm o f f i c e  shawed s k i l l  and recourse in handling t h e  companies a t  thei-r  d isposal ,  
bu t  in s p i t e  of  t h e i r  b e s t  e f fo r t s  the re  were periods when only two o r  t h r e e  com- 
panies were in serv ice  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  o i t y  and la rge  a reas  notably south of Lake 
S t r e e t  and on t h e  East Side were completely unprotected, - 



Under these  conditions, a mutual a i d  agreement between c i t y  and suburbs a s  
suggested i n  t h e  League repor t  would have been of tine utmost v a l ~ e .  Never was i ts  
need so p l a in ly  shown and i t s  lack so keenly f e l t .  Under s mutual a i d  scheme, t e n  
suburban engines would have been immediately avai lable  t o  f i l l  i n  a t  vacant Hirae- 
apo l i s  s t a t i ons ,  and several  more would have been ready t o  respond t o  major f ires 
from t h e i r  home s ta t ions .  The c r i t i c a l  s i tua5ion described above vmuld no t  have 
occurred, Incident ia l ly ,  most of t h e  suburban engines would have had shor ter  runs 
than t h e  St. Paul companies. The suburban companies could have been used t o  protect  
outlying a reas  (see appended schedule) while t h e  St. Paul and Minneapolis reserve 
un i t s  could be  macentrated i n  the  loop, It should be noted, a l s o  t h a t  even with 
t e n  engines i n  t h e  c i t y ,  t he re  would be no c r i t i c a l  shortage i n  t h e  suburban a reas ,  
where over t h i r t y  companies would s t i l l  remain i n  service,  

Af te r  t h i s  narrow escape from d i sa s t e r  it seems imperative t h a t  no more tine 
should be l o s t  in  s t a r t i ng  discussions t o  implenent a city-suburban mutual a i d  plan. 
This could a l so  provide for  t h e  first company cn t he  scene f igh t ing  a f i r e  u n t i l  
t h e  proper company showed up regardless of which s ide  of a boundary s t r e e t  t h e  f i re  
was on. It -muld appear t h a t  f i r s t  proposals along t h i s  l i n e  might properly or igi -  
nate  wi th  t h e  Public Safety Comaittee of t h e  Ci ty  Council, and be  directed t o  t h e  
Eetropoli tan Area F i r e  Chief's Association, t h e  Southwest F i r e  League and t h e  North 
Suburban Mutual Aid Association and it a l s o  seems t h e  c l e a r  duty of tine Council t o  
do so. 

Suggested Mutual Aid Assignment 

Suburban Unit liinneapolis S ta t ion  Location 

Columbia Heights 
Brooklyn Center' 
Robb insdale  
Crystal  
Golden Valley 
St. Louis Park 
Hopkins 
Edina 
Bloomington 
Richf i e l d  

Johnson St. & 27th Ave, N.E. 
Lyadale & 41s t  Ave. North 
Main St. & 13th Ave. 1.E. 
James & 33rd Ave, North 
James 81 5th Ave. North 
Bla i sde l l  Ave. h 28th S t r ee t  
Bla i sde l l  Ave. & 28th S t r ee t  
Upton Ave. So. 6, 43rd S t r ee t  
Nicol le t  and 46th S t r ee t  
Cedar and 42nd S t r ee t  

Donald C. Heath, Chairman 
Sub-committee on F i r e  Protection 

Approved by t h e  Public Safety Cornittee and Board of Directors 
of t h e  Cit izens League of Uinneqol i s  and Hennepin County. 
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