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F r n  - 
No. 53 (PS) Proposal f o r  a central f i re  
cmunica t ion  an3 dispatch office. 



OUTLINE OF POSSIBLE SET-UP FOR CafTRAL FIIB 
Col4MUNICATIONS AND DISPATCH OFFICE 

Looation: The Minneapolis Fire Department Comnnanioations o f f i w  i n  City Hall i 8  the 
largest fao i l i ty  in the area i n  terms of equipmsnt, manpower and nmber 
of oalls, It would be logioal t o  t i e  into t h i s  offioe and there appears 
t o  be a lAillingness t o  have suoh a t i e  i n  on the part of the Minneapolis 
Council and Fire Departamnt. Present spaoe is ample though not very large 
and plans for new spaoe are under consideration, This offioe i 8  preredly  
manned by two men round the olock and handle8 W t o  SOOO f i r e  ~ a l l s  a 
Yew* It has f i r e  alarm, telephone and radio hook ups a t  esent, 

f arvfme t The oentral off ice would receive a l l  f i r e  oalls  mado through Miaaeapoli s 
area mitohboards, This would include the f o l l d n g  telephone exchanges r 

Aldrioh Federal - a l l  numbers Hyland Pleasant 
Cherry Franklin " R Locust Regent 
Colf ax Gibson Parbay - Rodwell - 
South - a l l  numbers a l l  nroaberr a l l  nwbers 
West - a l l  nunbera Juniper Sterling " " 
Orchard-" w Sunset - Walnut " " 
Harrison 1 dl numbers 
and can inolude Greemmd L. a11 pwbers Melrose 

a81 numbers 
Same Qcmunon number t o  dial  l ike FIRE or 111 may be worked out for  easy 
manoricing, 
Similarly anyone dialing 0 for  operator would get the central offioe. 
On receipt of a ca l l  a t  the office the caller  would be asked for  name, 
address, nearest i a t e r s e ~ t i o n  and ci ty or village, plus such other infor- 
mation as oan be gotten, The men would be trained to know a l l  s treets  in 
the area and partioularly duplicate atreets t o  avoid misdiapatching, 

h e d i a t e l y  upon identification of the 1oc.atfoa of the f i r e  the cal l  would 
go by radio and leased telephone l ine t o  the f i r e  station or f i r e  aad 
police station of the cornunity where the f i r e  eras and i f  the ser ioum~ji ;~  
seemed t o  justify i t  additional atations in adjacent suburbs would be 
alerted. The sheriff 's office and/or propm police department would also 
be notified. 

Where volunteer fireanen are used the siren oould be activated fram the 
central offioe or  looally, If pyramid calling i s  used, tb i n i t i a l  calla 
aould k m a d .  f r q  the aentrrl offior . 
Where the f i r e  equipaent i r  rigged wiU rabio, radio contact would be 
maintained between wnt r a l  aif i ce  and the f i r e  so that  additional lnsn and 
equipeat  eould be quickly obtained end other problema worked out, 

Central offioe would maintain f i r e  reeordr incluiling inf'otmation as t o  
s t reet  layout, Pire fighting equipment aod personnel and plans for their  
use under a l l  oiramstances, reports on a l l  alarms and Sires, @to. 

Berefits: Such a system would 
a )  Assure tile faster  @spathing of men and equipment t o  f i r e s  in i t ia l ly .  
b) A~oid  confusion and mix ~ n s  as t o  where a partioular f i r e  is. 
o) hasure the f a s b t  dispai.okag of suppl~~en$t.ry men and e q d p e n t .  



d) Improve f i r e  defense planning and recond keeping in the  area, 
e )  Pmyide an experienced oo~rdinated ocummanications and diepatching S& 

up f o r  use i n  c i v i l  defense or other general emergemies. 
f )  Provide a bas is  f o r  seeking lower suburban f i re  insurance ra tes .  

Disadvant- 
ages r a) Some additional cost would be fmrolved t o  most oamunities.  

Cost 
Estimates r a )  A minimum of 1 f i r e  signal operator available around the  clock wmld 

ha= t o  be added t o  Bllinneapolis* present ccmmnications pe r soue l  t o  
handle t h i s  additional load. To keep one man on f u l l  time rcquirigg 4.7 
men because of 40 hour week, vacations, holidays, etc.  Figwing 5 m3 at 
present salary of 85800 the  manpower cost i s  the largest  item totali i ig 
$29,000. 
b) Private telephone and radio l ines  from c m t r a l  a i f ioe  t o  each f i ? ~  
s tn t ion  would cost $25 to $30 per month. 
c) Tne e~r - ropr i a t e  share of aost of heat, furniture,  jani tor  service, &a,, 
of the 1 o r  2 rooms iuwlved a t  tJiluleapolis, 
d) T5e radlo corrsole a t  central  office would cost each deptrrtment a5out 
$350. - 
Items a,b and c are  oontinuing costs while item d is  ossr~ recurring. 

Division There m e  many ways t5a costs oould be divided and the  following are cnij- 
of suggcs-cion~: 

 COG^^ : 
a )  Ea& depwtmeat that has radio would pay about $350 which r ep r s sed~3  
i t s  cost of the  rcdio ocnsole a t  the  oentral office. This i s  a ~ l ~ l - i % -  
c u r ~ i q  i t c n  xl-d it may be possible t o  get  some federal  c i v i l  d e f c s e  ll?nds 
~ l l o w t e d  'GO cover par t  of' t h i s  cost, 
b)  29& departrncnt would pay the cost of i t s  p i v a t e  telephoae and r d i o  
l ines ,  Thase aro estimated at $15 t o  $30 par m o ~ t h  dependirig on the  
distance, o r  $180 t o  $360 per year. 
c )  The cost of pal-sonnel, heat, l ight ,  f rrniture, su2plios, j ~ i t o i .  s t y  s c s ,  
etc., cot~ld be spread o z  the basis  of popula t io~ ,  aasessed vrlue, are .. 
n~?;~~be;- of ca l l s ,  etc., o r  some formula iu-rolving several o l  these. f; .I.- 

lt-zior or aaseesed value have been mentioned most. 

Population psases a p~oblem beoause the figures gemral ly  are re-dced 
e v c v  ten yet.-.-., so  thnt .substant ia1 inequities can develop unleos it i s  
aqeed that ar;, -., 'l. or biennial estimates w i l l  be used. 

Asrrcssed ralues  c n  regularly revised but there i s  loss precision f n  23- 
terslining assessed v a l ~ e s  and om-1iIrities do seam t o  vary considerabl2- 
in -:Ire r a t i o  of assessed value t o  mlarket value&. However, the d i f f sxncos  
f.il r r t i o s  are doc-easizg and are no longer as  p a t  as they ham bssr~, 
I'i;rthemore, f i r e  protection i s  generally considered t o  be principc.Ey 
p-.-l?rty protec->ion so t h a t  nssessod value may be the bast i n  that it 
roj leces the cmparative worth of whet i s  beicg protected j-n eaeh 
t o  -:1Unity. 



Assuming an annual oost t o  be apportioned of $32,000 the 
two formulae would give about t h i s  breakdown; 

19 54 
Population 5 of Share of Assessed $ of Share of 

Govr t Unik 1950 Total 
9 - $32,000 Value Total 832,000 - 

Anoka 
Bloomingtoa 
Brooklyn Center 
Colraab!.a Heights 
Cry seal 
Edina 
Fridley 
Golden Valley 
Hopkina 
osseo 
Riohfiej d 
Robbinaciale 
St. Louis Park 

(The above are members of the mutual aid essooiation) 

Deepha~en 18 23 
Exoels5or 1763 
Island Park 1357 
PBaple Plain 47 9 
Long Lake 399 
Mound 20C1 
ifdaycata 1791 - 

1,281,395 
972,369 
446,175 
200,0&2 
P O ,  190 
853,708 

1,711,SM 

I f  thsse cceumulities joined in it wauld readce the proportionate shares of .the 
c-Unities l i s ted i n  the top group 6 t o  8"$ 



EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 

ANOKA 
Fire,.......,,......HArrison 1-2900 ........... Police.. .HArrison 1-1400 

ARDEN HILLS 
Fire. ,MXdway 5-1982 or SUnset 4-1794 
Police MlikPay 5-1596 or Mlt3way 6-8384 

BZxX,MrnGTON 
Fire.. ................ .South 1-8 222 
Police.. ............ ...South 1-5825 

BROOKLYN CENTER 
Fire...............,...JUnfper 3737 
Police..............ORchard 5-8841 

COUTMBIA H E I G ~ S  
Fire....,........,...SUnset 8-3691 
Police SUnset 8-8626-FEderal 2-1361 

COON RAPIDS .............. Fire.. .HArri son 1-4466 
Police . .(Sheriff). . .HArri son 1-1660 .... Radio Dispatch,. ,ORchard 5-5816 

CRYSTAL VILLAGE 
Fire,.,,.,,.......,..ORchard 7-8411 
Police.,.............ORchard 7-8421 
For emergency calls ORchard 5-8841 

DEEl'HAVEN 
~ire(~xce1sior village depart- 

ment ) ......... GReenwood 4-85 11 
Police,, . , .ORohard 5-8843 or 

GReenwood 7-2967 

EDINA ............... Fire. ..Alnut 6- 2132 
Police.. ........ .....W Alnut 7-8861 

EXCELSIOR (village) 
Fire...............GReemood 4-8511 
P~lice,.......,...~ORchard 5-8843 

FALCON HEIGHTS 
Fire........,,........MI&ay 6-5200 .. Police. ,.sheriff) ...CApital 4-7391 

FRIDLEY VILLAGE 
Fire.,...,,........... SUnset 8-3122 
Police....,.....,..... Sunset 8-8656 
For emergency calls ORahard 5-8841 

GOLDEN VALLEY 
Fire.....,................JUniper 4200 
Police.,..............ORchard 5-8841 

HOPKINS 
Fire..........,............P~Est 8-8800 
Police..,............,...,.~st 8-8800 

LIXINGTON VILLAGE 
Fire. ..................... e s u ~ e t  4-1604 
Poliae SUnset 4-1221 or Sunset 4-9975 

LONG LAXE 
Fire.,................GRee~ood 3-6600 
Solics. . .  ............. GReenwood 3-8751 
(If no answer, call ORch-d 5-8841) 

MINNETONKA BEACH 
Fire................).C3Ree11s~ood 4-8511 

(Or dial Eayzata Operator) 
Police................GReemood 1-8850 

MORNINGS IDE 
Fire................,..,.FEderal 2-1391 
Police..,................WAlaut 7-8861 
For emergency calls -Sheriff 2-2566 

M o m  VIEN 
Fire SUnset 4,1794 or IIdway 5-1982 
P~li~e.,+.......e**..,.e..Ndrray 4-2200 

N AVaRRE .... Fire........,........ Operator dial 0 
Police . , (Sheriff ) FE 2- 2666 or Operator 

NEW BRIGHTON 
Fire.. .................. .MS&a$ 6-2848 
Police. ................. .YIdway 5-1041 

OSSEO 
f im., . . . . . .  ........,..,.Op erator 
Police,.....,........~...Operator 

RICHFIELD 
Ere....,.........e....RO~e21 9-4411 
P~liue.......~.........ROc~ell 9-4411 
For fnwrgenoy calls FEderal %-1363. 



Emergency h b e r  s ( con' t ) 

................ Fire.. .ORchard 7-4554 ............... Police,, .CBichard 7-4554 

ROSFIVILE 
Fire......... .......... manhoe 4-1200 ......... Police......,. CApital 2-2566 

ST. ANTHONY 
Fire ................ ,MI&ay 5-1982 
Sheriffta office,,..FZderal 2-2566 

ST LOUIS PARK ................. Fire. .TJEat 9-7888 
Poli~e.,,.....,.... ...V WS; 9-7888 
For emergency calls ~ ~ d e r a . 1  2-lF9561 

SAVAGE 

..... Firs and Ambulance,. ..South 1-8686 
Polim................~....~SOuth 1-8579 

SPRING LAKE PARK 

................... Fire.. .Skeet 4-1794 

VVAYZ ATA ............... Fire., Aperator (dial 0 )  
Police.......,.,.....ORohard 54844 


