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MINNESOTA HOMESTEAD 
PROPERTY TAX REVIEW 

1994 

INTRODUCTION 

Minnesota homeowners paid nearly $1.3 billion in net property taxes in 1993, just under 33 percent of 
all property tax in the state. This report provides an analysis and comparison of property taxes paid by 
homeowners in 1994. It focuses on the 95 communities with populations of 2,500 or more in the seven- 
county Twin Cities metropolitan area and the 27 largest cities outside the metro area 

This is the second year the Minnesota Taxpayers Association (MTA) has had a part in producing this 
residential property tax analysis. The Citizens League produced these comparisons for 26 years. The 
League and MTA agreed to produce the last two years' reviews jointly. It is the fourth year this review 
provides more data, analysis and graphics on the jurisdictions that use the property tax and the role the 
tax plays in local government finances. We hope the analysis is useful and welcome your comments 
about this edition of the Minnesota Homestead Property Tax Review. 

Data for this review came fiom the Minnesota Departments of Revenue and Education, the Office of 
the State Auditor of Minnesota, and the Minnesota House Research Office. MTA and the League wish 
to thank those persons who supplied the data for this analysis. Responsibility for the analysis lies with 
the Minnesota Taxpayers Association. 

COMPARING PROPERTY TAXES ON HOMES 

This review presents several different comparisons of property taxes. The first section estimates taxes 
on a typical home in each community. We use a home that represents the average value of homesteads 
in each city and town. This provides a picture of taxes on a hypothetical home that is fairly 
characteristic of homes within each city. 

With this information, homeowners in each community will be able to compare their own homes' value 
and taxes to the average for their community. But because the typical home in North Oaks will wry 
a quite different value than the typical home in Linwood Township, this measure does not present a 
good comparison of tax burdens between communities. For that purpose we make a separate estimate. 

The second section estimates taxes across communities on similarly-priced homes. This provides a way 
to compare communities with each other. We start with a hypothetical home that sells for a given 
amount - we use $90,000 - and estimate the tax burden on that home.' In this way, homeowners 
may see how their city compares to others for a home of this value. The third section illustrates tax 
rates by community for each taxing jurisdiction: cities, schools, counties and others. 

I The sales price is adjusted to reflect assessment practices in each community. 
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TO COMPARE TAXES ON A COMMUNITY'S TYPICAL HOME 

Property taxes on average-value homes increased between 1993 and 1994 in every metropolitan 
community except for seven: South St. Paul, Wayzata, Brooklyn Center, Coon Rapids, Anoka, 
Maplewood, and Andover. The median increase was $13 1.50. The tax increases on average-value 
homes ranged from $421 in Minnetrista to $3 in Blaine. The amount of the decreases were as follows: 
South St. Paul, $52; Wayzata, $42; Brooklyn Center, $32; Coon Rapids, $21; Anoka, $12; Maplewood, 
$2; and Andover, $1. 

continued on next page 
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continued fiom previous page 

Appendix 1 lists the estimated taxes on typical homes for each community in the survey. Because the 
school and county tax rates usually account for larger shares of the total tax rate than the city rates, the 
cities are grouped by county and the predominant school district is listed in parentheses next to the city. 

The largest percentage increase in taxes on a typical home, 18 percent, occurred in Spring Lake 
Township in Scott County. There the average-priced home had a $271 increase for a tax of $1,776. 
Spring Lake Township's increase is due to a combination of factors. The tax capacity rate increased 
10.8 percent, and voters in school district 719 approved an additional school levy at a rate of .a6441 
percent of market value, which added another 4.5 percent to the tax bill. In addition to those increases, 
the average market value of homes in Spring Lake Township increased 3.5 percent. The median percent 
increase in taxes on an average home was 8.9 percent, while the lowest increase was .3% in Blaine. 

The average value of the homes for tax purposes (the "estimated market valuew) ranged h m  $256,348 
in North Oaks to $66,098 in Linwood Township. The median in the metro anq was $94,309. Table 
1 on page 4 lists the highest and lowest estimated taxes on average-value homes in the metropolitan 
aRa. 

Part of the tax increases can be explained by increases in the value of property. In all but 6 of the 
communities, the value of the average homes on the tax rolls increased.' The value of the typical 
metropoJitan home for tax purposes increased from 0.1 percent in Roseville to 7.1 percent in Excelsior 
in Hennepin County. The median increase was 2.2 percent. 

Six communities had dc(xcases in the values of typical homes: Shakopee, -2.2% Hugo, -.6W Fridiey, -3% 
Robbiinsdale, -.2%; Arden Hills, 4% and Jordan, -.04OA 
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In those 6 metropolitan communities 
that experienced reductions in the value 
of their typical homes, the median 
decrease was 0.27 percent. 

As a percent of the home's selling 
price, the taxes ranged h m  1.05 to 
1.97 percent? The median was 1.46 
percent of the sales price. The sales 
prices of homes are generally, though 
not uniformly, higher than the value 
listed on the tax statement for property 
tax purposes. 

Average-Value Homes in 
Nonmetropolitan Minnesota 

Property taxes also increased for the 
average-value homes in non- 
metropolitan communities, although the 
increase was less than in the metro 
area. Typical homes in all but two of 
the 27 communities in the survey 
experienced tax increases. Hibbing 
actually showed a decrease of 2.7 
percent, primarily due to an increase in 
the taconite homestead credit passed by 
the 1994 Legislature. Austin showed 
no change fiom 1993 to 1994. The 
median increase of the 25 communities showing increases was 9.7 percent. The increases ranged fiom 
a 1.8 percent increase in Albert Lea to a 27 percent increase in Virginia. Although the percentage 
increases were higher than the percentage increases in metropolitan cities, the actual dollar amounts of 
the tax increases on average-value homes in nonmetropolitan areas were much lower. The tax increases 
ranged fiom $10 in Albert Lea to $136 in Northfield, with a median increase of $68. 

'We calculate a sales price for each community's average-value home; this is not the record of an actual sale. 
We make the calculation by dividing estimated market value (as determined by assessors) of the typical home by that 
community's median sales ratio to approximate a sales price. 
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Virginia's average-priced home experienced the largest percentage increase of the 27 cities, but its 
burden was relatively light. At $51 1 this house's estimated tax was the second lowest. This is due to 
the low value of the average home in Virginia ($41,143) and the benefit provided by the taconite 
credit.' 

Averagevalue homes in nonmetropolitan cities increased in value over 1993, a median 5.4 percent. 
  he range of increases in property value was 0.7 percent in Albert Lea to 10.8 percent in Owatoma. 

Change in Taxes on  Average-Value Homes Over Time 

One measure of the property tax burden is the 
percent the tax represents of a home's value. We 
calculated what share the tax is of the homes' 
selling price? For taxes paid in 1994, the 
median tax as a percent of the average home 
price was 1.46 percent for the metropolitan area 
cities, an increase that continues the general trend 
over the past nine years. Figure 1 depicts the 
change in the median tax as a percent of the 
average home price for the last nine years (in the 
metro area). The tax as a percent of the average 
home price in the metropolitan area ranged from 
1.05 percent to 1.97 percent in 1994. 

Over the last nine years, the trend in property 
taxes on average-priced homes in the metro area has been generally upward. Although the amount of 
the increase in taxes over the prior year has varied during that period, it averaged a 9.3 percent annual 
increase in the metro .gea. At least two-thirds of all communities had increases in each of the last nine 
years. The median increase in tax and the number of cities experiencing increases on average-value 
homes are displayed for each of the last nine years in Figure 2. 

Figure I. Median Tax as a Percent 
of Average Metropolitan Home Price 
1986 -1994 - 

0..av I 1 I , I I I , 
1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991  1992 1993 1994 

Over the last nine years, taxes on averagevalue hokes in the largest cities have generally, although not 
uniformly, increased. Figure 3 presents the trend for six of the metropolitan area's largest cities. 

TO COMPARE TAXES FROM CITY TO CITY 

Taxes on Homes that Sell for $90,000 

TO compare taxes across cities we use a house of similar value in each city. For this analysis we chose 
a hypothetical home that would sell for $90,000.6 

*Ihe taconite homestead credit is available to homeowners in certain northern Minnesota communities whtre 
taconite has been produced. Ofthe cities in this review, Hibbing and Virginia an eligible. The d t  provides additional 
pmpesty tax relief of up to 66 percent of the tax or a maximum of $287.50 in 1994. 

'we estimated selling prices by adjusting the athated market value (as determined by sssewr~) with the sales 
do. Sct page 2 for more infomation about the sales ratio. 

mi is the fornth yeat this report has used a hypothetical home that would xu  for $90.000. Readers EamiIiiar 
with past Citizens League property b w c y s  may recall that prior to 1991 they compared $80,000 horn#. We noin use a 
S90.000 home because it bettcr -ts the typical home in the metropolitan am. 
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In the metropolitan area, taxes on 
homes that sell for $90,000 ranged 
from a high of $1,451 in Waconia to 
$956 in Afton. As a percent of the 
$90,000 selling price, the range was 
fiom 1.61 percent to 1.06 percent. The 
median tax on $90,000 homes was 
$1,190. Table 2 lists the highest and 
lowest estimated taxes on the $90,000 
homes in the metropolitan area. 

Appendix 2 lists the estimated taxes on 
homes that sell for $90,000 in all metro 
communities above 2,500 population 
and nonmetropolitan communities 
above 9,000. 

Comparing the Average-Value 
Home and the $90,000 Home 

Cities that have very low estimated 
taxes on homes that sell for $90,000 
can have relatively high taxes on their 
average-value home. For instance, 
Grant Township has among the lowest 
taxes on $90,000 homes in the metro 
area Yet it is among the leaders in 
taxes on its average-value home. 

This occurs because homeowners' tax 
burdens are a product of two factors: their home's value and their community's total tax rate. Grant 
Township contains relatively high-value homes, so its average home has a higher value than the 
metropolitan average. Yet it has very low taxes on the $90,000 home because its total tax rate is low, 
by the metropolitan- standard. Multiplying its low tax rates against a low-valued property results in a 
low tax burden. 

TAX. CAPACITY RATES 

The amount homeowners pay in property taxes is determined partly by the tax rates set by the spending 
decisions of local units of government, the value of the home and the amount (if any) of the state-paid 
pmperty-tax refund. In this section we discuss the tax capacity rates, formerly known as mill rates, that 
reflect local government spending and property value. 

The tax capacity rates, or more simply, tax rates, result from dividing the amount of dollars a unit of 
government decides to spend by the amount of its tax base. If two cities need the same amount of 
property-tax revenue but one has more property value than the other, the city with more p r o m  value 
will have a lower tax rate than the city with less property value. The tax capacity rate applied to a 
homeowner's property is the total of the rates determined by the city, school district, county and other 
miscellaneous taxing jurisdictions. Rates are expressed in percentage points (they don't necessarily sum 
to 100). 
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In the metro area in 1994, residents in 65 communities saw increases in their total tax rate, while those 
in 30 communities saw decreases. The total tax rate is the combined tax rate set by spending decisions 
of schools, cities, counties and miscellaneous taxing jurisdictions, such as a hospital district. The 
percentage increase over last year of the total rate for all taxing jurisdictions for the 65 cities with 
increases ranged fiom a very small .04 percent increase for homeowners in New Brighton to 24.7 
percent in Jordan. The median percentage increase in the total tax rates for the 65 cities was 4.6 
percent over 1993. Appendix 3 lists the tax capacity rates for the taxing jurisdictions in each 
community in this analysis. 

Residents of 30 communities saw decreases in their total tax rates, from .2 percent decline in Fridley . 

to a large 11.1 percent decrease in South St. Paul. South St. Paul's slight increases in its city, county, 
and special taxing districts' rates were more than offset by a 24% decline in its school district rate, a 
one-time drop due to delays in school spending not likely to be repeated. 

Outside the metropolitan area, 20 of 27 cities had increases in the total tax rate. The increases over 
1993 ranged from .1 percent in Willmar to 7.3 percent in New Ulm. The median increase was 3.7 
percent. Duluth, Austin, Northfield, Owatonna, Hibbing, Fairmont, and Faribault were the 
nonmetropolitan communities in which the total rates decreased. They showed overall decreases of 
from 7.2 percent for Duluth to .5 percent for Faribault. 

Figure 4 shows the change from 1993 to 1994 in total tax rates for the communities in Anoka County. 

School Share of Total Rate is Generally Highest 

The proportionate tax burden of the different levels of government varies from community to 
community. Typically, the tax rate for schools in the metro area makes up half the total rate. The 
county tax rate averages 28 percent of the total, cities 18 percent and miscellaneous jurisdictions four 
percent. See Figure 5. 

Outside the metropolitan area, schools account for less of the total rate than in the metro - 44.5 percent 
compared to 49.8 percent of the total -- while the counties' and cities' taxes make up a larger share of 
the total, 32 and 23 percent, respectively. Figure 5 portrays the average breakdown of the total tax rate 
in the nonmetropolitan cities. 

The School Portion of the Total Tax Rate 

In the metropolitan area, school district tax rates typically account for half of the total tax rate. The 
school tax rates range from 53.355 percentage points for Blaine and Spring Lake Park for residents in 
School District 16, to 83.447 percentage points for School District 110 in Waconia. The median school 
tax rate is 64.014 percentage points in the metro area. 

Outside the metropolitan area, the 27 largest communities were in school districts with rates that ranged 
from a low of 30.197 percentage points in Virginia school district 706 to a high of 71.091 in Faribault 
school district 656. The median rate is 55.897 percentage points in the 27 nonmetropolitan 
communities. 
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Figure 4. Change in Total Tax Rate 
for Communities in Anoka County 
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flgure 5. Average Breakdown of Total Tax Rates 
In Metropolftan and Nonmetropolitan Areas, 1994 
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School District Levy Referenda 

Many areas have voted to add to their tax bills 
by approving levy referenda requested by their 
school districts for additional operating money. 
Eighty-four of the 95 metropolitan communities 
are in school districts with approved referenda 
for taxes paid in 1993; only eleven are not. 
Forty of the 45 metropolitan school districts 
represented in this review have excess levies in 
1994. Figure 6 shows that many school districts 
have approved tax increases of more than three 
and less than 18 percentage points. These 
additional tax rates represented by the voter- 
approved referenda range from .352 in 
Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan District 196 to 
24.243 percentage points in Minnetonka District 
276, with a median of 9.436 percentage points. 

Figure 6 .  School Excess levy Referenda 
Tax Rates Approved by Vote18 i n  Metzopolitm 
Districta, 1994 (Percentage Pointm) 

--------------- 

Excess Levy Tax Rates 
B 0.3-a. ,a-loM ~ 1 0 - 2 a  xe - 

For all referendum levies approved after November 1, 1992, taxes are to be levied against the market 
value of all taxable property, rather than the tax capacity as in previous referenda. First class cities 
were excluded from this requirement for one year. Since the enactment of this requirement in 1991, 
first effective for taxes payable in 1993, eight districts in the metro area have passed referenda for 
general district spending to be spread on market value. The rates range from 0.02037 percent 
(Farmington, District 192) to .23123 percent (Inver Grove Heights, 199) of market value for taxes 
payable in 1994. Taxes from this referendum and the nonmetropolitan referenda mentioned below are 
included in the totals for the cities affected. These market value rates are not included in the rankings 
of tax capacity rates, however, because of the different base to which they apply. 

In addition to the referenda for general district spending, school districts can propose referenda for 
financing capital improvements, such as construction of a new school building. Residents in most 
metropolitan school districts have approved debt service referenda; only 3 of the 45 metropolitan school 
districts in this survey do not have approved debt service referenda. The amounts of the debt service 
range from 0.177 percentage points in Robbinsdale District 281 to 20.560 percentage points in Lakeville 
District 194. The median debt service rate is 5.843 percentage points. 

Since the 1992-93 school year, the state of Minnesota has been contributing state dollars to the locally- 
raised referenda dollars. Partly in response to a court case challenging the constitutionality of 
Minnesota's education financing through referenda, the Legislature decided to equalize referendum 
levies. As a result, the state will pay up to $315 per pupil unit of excess-levy referendum revenues, 
phased in over a three-year period. The state also imposed a cap on the amount a district may raise 
with a referendum. The state has also been equalizing debt service revenues since the 1992-93 school 
year, and phasing this aid in over a three-year period. 

Of the 27 communities outside the metm area, 15 are in school districts with approved referenda; twelve 
are in school districts with no excess levy referenda. The tax rate represented by the referenda ranges 
from 0.054 in St. Peter-District 508 to 6.922 percentage points in Rochester District 535, with a median 
of 1.014 points. 

Nine of the 27 nonmetropolitan communities are in school districts which passed general education 
referenda to be spread on market value for taxes payable in 1994. Those range from -04059 percent 
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of market value in Albert Lea District 24 1 to .I0290 percent of market value in Northfield District 659. 
Residents in all of the 27 communities are in school districts wit11 approved debt service levies. The 
debt service levies range frdm 0.041 to 17.84 percentage points. The median is 6.024 percentage points. 

Appendix 4 lists the school districts of the com~nunities in this review and the respective amounts of 
the approved referenda for both excess levies and debt service. 

The County Portion of the Total Tax Rate 

County tax rates account for 28 percent of the total tax rate on the avenge in the metro area. Tlie 
county tax rate varies from 25.835 percentage points for South St. Paul in Dakota County to 48.475 
percentage points for Belle Plaine, Shakopee, Spring Lake Twp., and Savage in Scott County. The 
median county rate is 37.817 percentage points. (Communities in the same county can have different 
county rates. For instance, the Anoka County library rate applies to all but two cities in Anoka County, 
Anoka and Columbia Heights, giving those two cities a lower county tax rate.) 

The average (unweighted) county rate for each of the seven metropolitan counties is depicted in Figure 
7, along with the share each county rate represents of the total tax rate in the county, on the average. 

Among the 27 largest cities outside the metropolitan area, county tax rates account for a somewhat 
larger share, 32.4 percent, of the total tax rate on the average than in the metro area. 
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 he City Portion of the Total Tax Rate 

In the metro area, cities account for 17.8 percent of 
the total tax rate. The citv tax rate ranges fiom a 
8.256 rate in North Oaks to-a 42.774 rate % Bayport. 
The median is 22.150 percentage points. 
Communities with the highest and lowest city tax 
rates, and the share thesecity rates represent of the 
total tax rate, are listed in Table 3. The central cities 
of S t  Paul and Minneapolis have city tax rates that 
rank fourth and seventh highest, respectively, in the 
metro area 

The requirement mentioned above that school 
referenda approved after November 1, 1992, be 
spread on market value also applies to any city 
referenda approved after that date. Eden Prairie, 
Robbinsdale, and Prior Lake are the only cities 
discussed in this report that have approved referenda 
affected by this legislation. For taxes payable in 
1994 the rates as percentages of market value for these three cities are .01204, .04741, and .02595 
respectively. Taxes from these referenda are included in the totals for these cities, but these rates are 
not added to the tax capacity rates for comparison because of the different tax base. 

Among the 27 cities outside the metropolitan area, the city portion of property taxes averages 22.6 
percent of the total tax rate. 

PROPERTY TAXES AS A SHARE OF CITY REVENUES 

Local governments rely on other sources of money in addition to property taxes. See Figure 8 for a 
breakdown of the sources of metropolitan city revenues. For all metropolitan cities, property taxes 
actually accounted for about 30 percent of total city revenues in 1992.' 

The other sources of revenue can affect whether property taxes go up or down and by how much. For 
instance, changes in the amount of aid the state provides to local governments might affect how much 
a city must collect from taxes. Aid from the state and other units of government commonly made up 
a major share (22 percent) of city revenues in 1992. Other sowces include fees and service charges, 
special assessments, licenses, interest, permits and fines. 

7 Data came fiom the Ofice of the State Auditor, Report on Revenues, Expenditures. and Debt of t k  Cities in 
Minnesota. December, 1993, and do not include townships. Total revenues do not include bonds for capital outlay, other deb4 
or tmskrs fiom enterprise funds or other governmental funds. Therefore, the fiiancing picture for cities that rely heavily on 
m m w  f h m  enterprise funds such as water utilities or hospitals is incomplete. 
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I 
Figure 8. Total Property Tax and Other Sources 
of Revenue as a Share of All Metropolitan City 

Revenues, 1992 
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Property tax revenues in 1992 ranged from 68.9 percent of total city revenues in Afton to 7.2 percent 
of total revenues in Chaska. The median was 28.8 percent. 

In the 27 largest cities outside the metro area, property taxes typically represented even less of total 
revenues than in the metro area in 1992: 18 percent of total revenues compared to 30.3 percent for 
metropolitan cities. Property tax revenues ranged from 8.9 percent of total revenues in Duluth to 57.8 
percent of total revenues in Red Wing. The median was 17.4 percent of total city revenues. 

Figure 9 illustrates the difference between the metropolitan and nonmetropolitan cities in this review 
in terms of the share of total city revenues represented by property tax revenues. 
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APPENDIX 1 

TAX ON AVERAGE-VALUE HOME IN 
95 METROPOLITAN COMMUNITIES, 1994 

Average Change Percent Average Tax as 
Communlty Estimated 1994 in Tax Change Sale Percent of Tax 

County* (School District) Market Value Tax 1993-94 1993-94 Price Avg. Price Rank : 

A Andover (1 1) $94,787 $1,296 ($1) -0.1% $104,853 1.24% '62 
A Anoka (11) $76,895 $947 ($12) -1.2% $82,772 1.14% 89 
A Blaine (16) $80,343 $987 $3 0.3% $86,113 1.15% 86 
A Circle Pines (12) $84,893 $1,260 $103 8.9% $90,795 1.39% 64 
A Columbia Heights (13) $68,960 $897 $40 4.7% $72,819 1.23% 92 

A Columbus Twp. (831) $86,052 $1,152 $132 12.9% $98,009 1.18% 73 
A Coon Rapids (1 1) $80,282 $979 ($21) -2.1% $87,453 1.12% 88 
A East Bethel (1 5) $69,765 $809 $68 9.2% $77,345 1.05% 94 
A Fridley (14) $77,619 $1,038 $30 3.0% $84,185 1.23% 82 
A Ham Lake (1 1) $84,621 $1,015 $19 1.9% $92,482 1.10% 83 

Lino Lakes (12) 
Linwood Twp. (831) 
Oak Grove (1 5) 
Ramsey (1 1) 
Spring Lake Park (16) 

Chanhassen (1 12) 
Chaska (1 12) 
Waconia (1 10) 
Apple Valley (1 96) 
Bumsville (791) 

D Eagan (196) $103,488$1,566 $140 9.8%$115,371 1.36% 46 
D , Farmington (1 92) $81,196 $1,227 $132 12.0% $90,925 1.35% 68 
D Hastings (200) $84,284 $1,172 $88 8.1% $92,518 1.27% 72 
D lnver Grove Heights (199) $92,591 $1,518 $104 7.3% $103,918 1.46% 48 
D Lakeville (1 94) $102.652 $1,672 $170 11.3% $114,312 1.46% 38 

D Mendota Heights (197) $147,185 $2,625 $192 7.9% $164,086 1.60% 14 
D Rosemount (196) $96,783 $1,494 $170 12.8% $107,537 1.39% 51 
D South St. Paul (6) $73,376 $882 ($52) -5.6% $79,757 1.11% 03 
D West St. Paul (197) $86,544 $1,209 $119 10.9% $95,208 1.27% 70 
H Bloomington (271) $105,829 $1,753 $194 12.5% $116,041 1.51% 33 

H Brooklyn Center (286) $72,396 .$937 ($32) -3.3% $76,854 1.22% 90 
H Brooklyn Park (279) $83,438 $1,295 $61 5.0% $89,143 1.45% 63 
H Champlin (1 1) $89,352 $1,316 $33 2.5% $98,297 1.34% 59 
H Corcoran (877) $112,491 $1,833 $187 11.4% $130,956 1.40% 27 
H Crystal (281) $75,129 $1,056 $71 7.2% $81,573 1.29% 81 

H Dayton (11) $100,621 $1,663 $176 11.8% $111,183 1.50% 39 
H Deephaven (276) $213,053 $4,802 $210 4.6% $244,047 1.97% 3 
H Eden Pralrle (272) $134,686 $2,619 $45 1.7% $149,651 1.75% 15 
H Edina (273) $163,398 $3,329 $320 10.6% $180,750 1.84% 8 
H Excelsior (276) $1 10,210 $2.1 15 $240 12.8% $125,381 1.69% 20 
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Average Change Percent Average Tax as 
Community Estimated 1994 In Tax Change Sale Percent of Tax 

County' (School District) Market Value Tax 1993-94 1993-94 Price Avg. Prlce Rank 

W Hugo (624) $105,021 $1,770 $135 8.2% $115,662 1.53% 32 
W Lake Elmo (834) $137,130 $2,481 $206 9.1% $147,769 1.68% 16 
W Mahtomedi (832) $120,083 $2,125 $177 9.1% $135,534 1.57% 19 
W New Scandia Twp. (831) $108,551 $1,704 $208 13.9% $127,707 1.33% 35 
W Newport (833) $83,522 $1,238 $86 7.5% $87,093 1.42% 67 

W Oak'Park Heights (834) $82,353 $1,128 $52 4.9% $89,417 1.26% 74 
W Oakdale (622) $81,613 $1,119 $23 2.1% $92,427 1.21% 76 
W Stilhvater (834) $94,928 $1,502 $76 5.3% $107,385 1.40% 49 
W St. Paul Park (833) $70,482 $902 $68 8.2% $78,313 1.15% 91 
W Woodbury (833) $112,818 $2,041 $171 9.1% $124,386 1.64% 23 

County Key: A=Anoka; C=Carver; D=Dakota; H=Hennepin; R=Ramsey; S=Swtf; W=Washington 

TAX ON AVERAGE-VALUE HOME IN 
27 NONMETROPOLITAN COMMUNITIES, 1994 

Average Change Percent Average Tax as 
Community Estimated 1994 in Tax Change Sale Percent of Tax 

(School District) County Market Value Tax 1993-94 1993-94 Price Avg. Price Rank 

Albert Lea (241) ~reeborn $44,451 $552 $10 1.8% $50,341 1.10% 24 
Austin (492) Mower $45,901 $647 $0 0.0% $52,578 1.23% 19 
Bemidji (31) Beltrami $40.031 $553 $34 6.6% $45,029 1.23% 23 
Bralnerd (181) Crow Wi $43,212 $515 $35 7.2% $48,882 1.05% 25 
Cloquet (94) Carlton $48,145 $717 $106 17.4% $55,086 1.30% 15 

Duluth (709) St. Louis $58,291 $857 $109 14.5% $64,339 1.33% 7 
Elk River (728) Sherburne $84,858 $1,093 $120 12.3% $99,018 1.10% 3 
Fairmont (454) Martin $49,806 $587 $32 5.7% $51,241 1.15% 21 
Faribautt (656) Rice $60,634 $809 $42 5.5% $69,694 1.16% 9 
Fergus Falls (544) Otter Tail $46,822 $580 $68 13.2% $52,082 1.11% 22 

Hibbing (701) St. Louis $41,815 $411 ($12) -2.7% $45,451 0.91% 27 
Hutchinson (423) McLeod $66,480 $979 $87 9.7% $76,326 1.28% 5 
Mankato (77) Blue Earth $63,762 $803 $53 7.1% $72,788 1.10% 10 
Marshall (413) Lyon $64,310 , $713 $73 11.4% $73,920 0.96% 16 
Moofiead (1 52) Clay $61,637 $810 $72 9.7% $69,646 1.16% 8 

New Ulm (88) Brown 
North Mankato (77picollet 
Northfield (659) Rice 
Owatonna (761) Steele 
Red Wing (256) Goodhue 

Rochester (535) Olmsted 
St. Cloud (742) Steams 
St. Peter (508) Nicollet 
Virginia (706) St. Louis 
Willmar (347) Kandiihi 

Winona (861) W i n a  
Worthington (51 8) Nobles 



18 Citizens League & Minnesota Taxpayers Association 

APPENDIX 2 

TAX ON HOME SELLING FOR $90,000 
IN 95 METROPOLITAN COMMUNITIES, 1994 

Adjusted Change Percent Tax as 
Community Estimated 1994 inTax Change Percent of Tax 

County. (School District) Market Value Tax 1993-94 1993-94 $90,000 Price Rank 

A Andover (1 1) $81,360 $1,000 ($74) -6.9% 1.11% 9 1 
A Anoka (11) $83,610 $1,103 ($67) -5.7% 1.23% 70 
A Blaine (16) $83,970 $1,068 ($70) -6.1% 1.19% 77 
A Circle Pines (12) $84,150 $1,241 $73 6.2% 1.38% 35 
A Columbia Heights (1 3) $85,230 $1,281 $86 7.2% 1.42% 20 

A Columbus Twp. (831) $79,020 $1,017 $53 5.5% 1.1 3% 88 
A Coon Rapids (1 1) $82,620 $1,031 ($75) -6.8% 1.15% 85 
A East Bethel (1 5) $81,180 $1,043 $16 1.5% 1.16% 82 
A Fridley (14) $82,980 $1,167 ($46) -3.8% 1.30% . 56 
A Ham Lake (11) $82,350 $968 ($68) -6.5% 1.08% 94 

A Lino Lakes (12) $81,900 $1,212 $24. 2.0% 1.35% 43 
A Linwood Twp. (831) $78,750 $1,022 ($9) -0.8% 1.14% 87 
A Oak Grove (1 5) $80,190 $1,233 $14 1.1% 1.37% 38 
A Ramsey (11) $80,820 $982 ($35) -3.4% 1.09% 93 
A Spring Lake Park (16) $82,530 $1,071 ($95) -8.2% 1.19% 76 

C Chanhassen (1 12) $81,270 $1,248 $39 3.2% 1.39% 33 
C Chaska (112) $85,230 $1,254 $49 4.0% 1.39% 31 
C Waconia (1 1 0) $79,290 $1,451 $88 6.5% 1.61 % 1 
D Apple Valley (1 96) $81,450 $1,073 $39 3.8% 1.19% 75 
D Bumsville (191) $81,090 $1,159 $63 5.8% 1.29% 57 

D Eagan (196) $80,730 $1,038 $22 2.2% 1.15% 84 
D Fanington (1 93) $80,370 $1,206 $57 4.9% 1.34% 45 
D Hastings (200) $81,990 $1,116 ($3) -0.3% 1.24% 65 
D lnver Grove Heights (199) $80,190 $1,203 $23 2.0% 1.34% 46 
D Lakeville (1 94) $80,820 $1,131 $33 3.0% 1.26% 62 

D Mendota HelgMs (197) $80,730 $1,056 $109 11.5% 1.17% 80 
D Rosemount (196) $81,000 $1,131 $12 1.1% 1.26% 63 
D South St. Paul (6) $82,800 $1,105 ($97) -8.1% 1.23% 69 
D West St. Paul (197) $81,810 $1,096 $90 8.9% 1 22% 71 
H Bloomington (271) $82,080 $1,172 $96 9.0% 1.30% 54 

H Brooklyn Center (286) $84,780 $1,256 . ($31) -2.4% 1.40% 29 
H Brooklyn Park (279) $84,240 $1,317 $39 3.0% 1.46% 11 
H Champlin (1 1) $81,810 $1,130 ($56) -4.7% 1.26% 64 
H Corcoran (877) $77,310 $990 .($67) -6.4% 1.10% 92 
H Crystal (281) $82,890 $1,265 $22 1.8% 1.41% 25 

H Dayton (11) $81,450 $1,170 ($34) -2.8% 1.30% 55 
H Deephaven (276) $78,570 $1,155 ($1) -0.1% 1.28% 58 
H Eden Prairie (272) $81,000 $1,196 ($72) -5.7% 1.33% 47 
H Edina (273) $81,360 $1,215 $108 9.7% 1.35% 42 
H Excelsior (276) $79,110 $1,256 $128 11.4% 1.40% 28 
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Adjusted 
Communlty Estimated 

County* (School District) Market Value 

H Golden Valley (270) $81,450 
H Hopkins (270) $81,540 
H Independence (278) $83,340 
H Maple Grove (279) $81,720 
H Medina (278) $78,750 

H Minneapolis (1) $84,330 
H Minnetonka (276) $80,190 
H Minnetrista (277) $81,900 
H Mound (277) $80,460 
H New Hope (281) $82,350 

H Orono (278) $79,380 
H Osseo (279) $84,240 
H Plymouth (284) $80,820 
H Richfield (280) $83,520 
H Robbinsdale(281) $83,970 

H Shorewood (276) $78,120 
H St. Anthony (282) $82.800 
H St. Louis Park (283) $80,640 
H Wayzata (284) $80,370 
R Arden Hills (621) $82,260 

R Falcon Heights (623) $84,600 
R Little Canada (623) $82,620 
R Maplewood (622) $85,050 
R Mounds View (621) $83,880 
R New Brighton (621) $83,340 

R North Oaks (621) $78,930 
R North St. Paul (622) $82,800 
R Roseville (623) $83,070 
R Shoreview (621) $82,170 
R St. Paul (625) $83, 160 

R Vadnais Heights (624) $85,410 
R White Bear Lake (624) $83,430 
R White Bear L. Twp. (624) $81,270 
S Belle Plaine (716) $79,200 
S Jordan (717) $79.740 

S PriorLake(719) $77,220 ' 
S Savage (191) $76,680 
S Shakopee (720) $79,380 
S SprlngLakeTwp.(719) $79,380 
W Afton (834) $76,950 

W Bayport (834) $81,090 
W Cottage Grove (833) $82,620 
W Forest Lake (831) $80,460 
W Forest Lake Twp. (831) $83,340 
W Grant Twp. (832) $80,730 

Change Percent Tax as 
1994 In Tax Change Percent of 
Tax 1993-94 1993-94 $90,000 Price 

Tax 
Rank 

32 
22 
13 
34 
83 

4 
30 
49 
51 
39 

72 
3 

73 
15 
18 

50 
21 
48 
66 
40 

37 
5 

12 
6 

27 

81 
52 
10 
36 
2 

7 
9 

41 - 
19 
8 

17 
16 
23 
74 
95 

24 
26 
79 
90 
86 
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Adjusted Change Percent Tax as 
Community Estimated 1994 in Tax Change Percent of Tax 

County' (School District) Market Value Tax 1993-94 1993-94 $90,000 Price Rank 

Hugo (624) 
Lake Elmo (834) 
Mahtomedi (832) 
New Scandia Twp. (831) 
Newport (833) 

Oak Park Heights (834) 
Oakdale (622) 
Stilhvater (834) 
St. Paul Park (833) 
Woodbury (833) 

Counfy Key: A=Anoka; C=Carver; D=Dakota; H=Hennepin; R=Ramsey; S=Scott; W=Washington 

TAX ON HOME SELLING FOR $90,000* 
IN 27 NONMETROPOLITAN COMMUNITIES, 1994 

Adjusted Change Percent Tax as 
Community Estimated 1994 inTax Change Percent of Tax 

(School District) County Market Value Tax 1993-94 1993-94 Avg. Price Rank 

Albert Lea (241) Freebom $79,470 $1,077 ($57) -5.0% 1.20% 21 
Austin (493) Mower $78,570 $1,200 ($107) -8.2% 1.33% 7 
Bemidji (31) Beltrami $80,010 $1,217 $18 1.5% 1.35% 6 
Brainerd (1 81) Crow Wing $79,560 $1,038 ($42) -3.9% 1.15% 23 
Cloquet (94) Carlton $78,660 $1,299 $62 5.0% 1.44% 2 

Duluth (709) St. Louis $81,540 $1,320 $157 13.5% 1.47% 1 
Elk Rivet (728) Sherbume $77,130 $931 ($10) -1.0% 1.03% 27 
Fairmont (454) Martin $87,480 $1,140 $144 14.4% 1.27% 14 
Faribautt (656) Rice $78,300 $1,129 ($49) -4.2% 1.25% 15 
Fergus Falls (544) 6tter Tail $80,910 $1,105 $120 12.2% 1.23% 18 

Hibbing (701) St. Louis $82,800 $1,243 $166 15.4% 1.38% 5 
Hutchinson (423) McLeod $78,390 $1,248 $46 3.8% 1.39% 4 
Mankato (77) Blue Earth $78,840 $1,076 ($34) -3.1% 1.20% 22 
Marshall (41 3) L Y ~  $78,300 $938 $4 0.4% ' 1.04% 26 
Moorhead (1 52) Clay $79,650 $1,147 $22 2.0% 1.27% 11 

New Uhn (88) Brown $80,370 $1,108 $50 4.7% 1.23% 17 
North Mankato (77) Nicollet $75,690 $1,092 ($96) -8.1% 1.21 % 20 
Northfield (659) Rice $78,480 $1,145 $46 4.2% 1.27% 12 
Owatonna (761) Steele $81,540 $1,033 $95 10.2% 1.1 5% 24 
Red Wing (256) Goodhue $81,540 $956' $12 1.2% 1.06% 25 

Rochester (535) Olmsted $81,270 $1,167 $104 9.8% 1.30% 8 
St. Cloud (742) Steams $81,000 $1,143 $27 2.5% 1.27% 13 
St. Peter (508) Nicoliet $79,380 $1,287 $100 8.5% 1.43% 3 
Virginia (706) St. Louis $82,800 $1,157 $144 14.3% I .29% 9 
Willmar (347) Kandiyohi $81.180 $1.155 ($40) -3.3% 1.28% 10 

Winona (861 ) Winona $81,450 $1,110 $123 12.4% 1.23% 16 
Worthiion (518) Nobles $83,340 $1,104 $50 4.8% 1.23% 19 

Few communities outside the metropolitan area have many homes that sell for $90,000. 
However, this table is included for comparative purposes. 
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APPENDIX 3 

TAX CAPACITY RATES 
IN 95 METROPOLITAN COMMUNITIES, 1994 

Addltlonal Rater 
(Percentaae Polnb 

Expressed as Percentage Polnts of Tax Capadty b ~ a r k e t  value) 
% Change Total 

Communlty From Rate 
County' (School District) Cltyrrown School County Mlsc. Total 1993 Rank School Other 

A Andover (1 1)' 18.325 57.161 32.680 2.022 110.188 3.9% 92 0 0 
A Anoka(11) 24.178 57.161 29.899 4.568 115.806 4.5% 81 0 0 
A Blalne (16) 18.598 53.355 32.680 6.698 111.331 -5.1% 89 0 0 
A Clrde Plnes (12) 27.733 62.537 32.680 5.928 128.878 2.1% 48 0 0 
A Cdumbla Helghts (13) 25.686 69.161 29.899 5.371 130.1 17 3.4% 46 0 0 

A Columbus Twp. (831) 20.619 56.227 32.680 2.767 112.293 5.5% 88 0.06441 0 
A Coon Rapids (1 1) 15.647 57.161 32.680 5.060 110.548 -6.1% 91 0 0 
A East Bethel (15) 15.584 61.461 32.680 1.099 110.824 -0.4% 90 0.05161 0 
A Fridley (14) 16.005 60.840 32.680 5.431 114.956 -0.2% 84 0.10425 0 
A Ham Lake (1 1) 12.512 57.161 32.680 2.053 104.406 -5.6% 95 0 0 

A Uno Lakes (12) 29.661 62.537 32.680 7.177 132.055 1.2% 42 0 0 
A Unwood Twp. (831) 23.615 56.227 32.680 1.099 113.62f 2.4% 87 0.06441 0 
A Oak Grove (15) 39.564 61.461 32.680 1.068 134.773 0.9% 31 0.05161 0 
A Ramsey(l1) 18.684 57.161 32.680 1.068 109.593 -3.6% 93 0 0 
A Spring Lake Park (16) 22.595 53.355 32.680 6.440 115.070 -3.5% 83 0 0 

C Chanhassen (1 12) 25.536 62.883 44.470 4.994 137.883 5.5% 21 0 0 
C Chaska (1 12) 15.721 62.883 44.470 4.287 127.361 6.3% 55 0 0 
C Waconia (1 10) 38.310 83.447 44.445 1.356 167.558 1.0% 1 0 0 
D Apple Valley (1 96) 24.649 59.657 27.474 6.240 118.020 2.5% 77 0 0 
D Burnsville (191) 20.377 74.468 27.474 6.200 128.519 6.9% 51 0 0 

D Eagan (196) 22.150 59.657 27.474 6.750 116.031 4.7% 80 0 0 
D Farmington (1 92) 34.484 69.069 27.401 3.049 134.003 2.9% 33 0.02037 0 
D Haslings (200) 31.384 59.128 27.474 3.360 121.346 -5.9% 69 0 0 
D lnver Grove Helghts (199) 24.046 56.963 27.474 6.710 115.193 -9.9% 82 023123 0 
D Lakeville (194) 20.044 69.978 27.474 3.057 120.553 3.1% 70 0.06291 0 

D Mendota Heights (1 97) 20.978 63.350 27.474 6.240 1 18.042 7.5% 76 0 0 
D Rosemount (1 96) 32.297 59.657 27.474 6.240 125.668 4.5% 60 0 0 
D South St. Paul (6) 28.545 56.392 25.835 7.237 118.009 -1 1.1% 78 0 0 
D West St. Paul (197) 22.022 63.350 27.474 6.750 119.596 7.2% 73 0 0 
H Bloomlngton (271) 23.904 57.696 37.817 7.716 127.133 8.8% 56 0 0 

H Brooklyn Center(286) 27.030 56.614 37.817 7.240 128.701 4.3% 49 0 0 
H BrooklynPark(279) 24.895 66.786 37.817 7.008 136.506 4.6% 25 0 0 
H ChampUn (11) 22.222 57.161 37.817 6.091 123.291 3.8% 62 0 0 
H Corooran(877) 20.813 58.694 37.817 2.521 119.845 1.6% 72 0 0 
H Crystal (281) 25.219 64.401 37.817 7.458 134.895 5.3% 30 0 0 

Dayton (1 1) 
Deemven (276) 
Eden Prairie (272) 
Edina (273) 
Excelsior (276) 

Golden Valey (270) 
Hopkins (270) 
Independence (278) 
Maple Grove (279) 
Medina (278) 
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Addltlonal Rater 
(Percentage Polnts 

Expressed as Percentage Points of Tax Capadty 6t Market value) 
% Chanae Total - 

Communlty From Rate 
County (School Dlstrlct) CltyKown School County Mlsc. Total 1993 Rank School OUler 

H Minneapolis (1) '34.575 68.443 33.822 4.728 141.568 2.7% 12 0 0 
H Minnetonka (276) 20.280 76.514 37.817 7.374 141.985 2.8% 11 0 0 
H Minnetn'sta (277) 20.698 66.976 37.817 3.664 129.155 8 2 %  47 0 0 
H Mound(277) 21.030 66.976 37.817 7.245 133.068 8.6% 37 0 0 
H New Hope (281) . 23.342 64.401. 37.817 6.667 132.227 3.9% 41 0 0 

H Omno (278) 16.252 65.031 37.817 7.001 126.101 -0.3% 59 0 0 
H Osseo (279) 32.357 66.786 37.817 5.902 142.862 3.4% 10 0 0 
H Plymouth (284) 16.049 59.667 37.817 6.527 120.060 -4.1% 71 0 0 
H Richfleld (280) 25.620 66.199 37.817 7.545 137.181 7.6% 23 0 0 
H Robbinsdale (281) 22.146 64.401 37.817 6.667 131.031 3.8% 44 0 0.04741 

H Shorewood (276) 19.904 76.514 37.817 6.491 140.726 1.9% 36 0 0 
H St. Anthony (282) 26.160 66.481 37.817 6.140 136.598 7.8% 14 0 0 
H . St. Louis Park (283) 20.194 68.281 37.817 7.001 133.293 1.5% 24 0 0 
H Wayrata (284) 20.256 59.667 37.817 , 7.745 125.485 -1 3 %  61 0 0 
R Arden Hills (621) 17.082 64.014 44.461 6.673 132.230 1.0% 40 0 0 

R Falcon Heights (623) 15.406 72.227 44.461 6.254 138.348 6.3% 20 0 0 
R Little Canada (623) 20.658 72.227 45.339 7.992 146.216 5.7% 8 ' 0  0 
R Maplewood (622) 21.755 58.884 45.339 7.992 133.970 '-0.5% 34 - '  0 0 
R Mounds View (621) 25.828 64.014 44.461 7.099 141.402 2.5% 13 0 0 
R New Brighton (621) 17.542 64.014 44.461 6.673 132.690 0.04% 39 0 0 

R North Oaks (621) 8.256 64.014 44.461 5.744 122.475 -0.8% 65 0 0 
R North S t  Paul (622) 14.184 58.884 45.339 7.992 126.399 -1.6% 57 0 0 
R Roseville (623) 17.399 72.227 44.461 6.254 140.341 7.0% 17 0 0 
R Shoreview (621) 18.814 64.014 44.461 6.673 133.962 -0.9% 35 0 0 
R S t  Paul (625) 38.807 62.093 40.623 5.963 147.486 8.6% 6 0 0 

R Vadnais Heights (624) 14.864 70.483 44.461 5.744 135.552 9.6% 28 0 0 
R White Bear Lake (624) 16.698 70.483 45.339 7.992 140.512 8.9% 16 0 0 
R White Bear L. Twp. (624) 13.674 70.483 44.461 5.908 134.526 10.5% 32 0 0 
S Belle Plaine (71 6) 30.802 67.720 48.475 2.409 149.406 11.9% 5 0 0 
S Jordan (71 7) 41.316 69.619 47.911 2.394 161.240 24.7% 2 0 0 

S Prior Lake (71 9) 36.507 57.888 48.430 6.939 149.764 13.6% 4 0.06526 0.02595 
S Savage (1 91) 30.206 74.468 48.475 6.816 159.965 7.4% 3 0 0 
S Shakopee (720) 27.104 65.540. 48.475 5.327 146.446 4.6% 7 0 0 
S Spring Lake Twp. (719) 8.529 57.925 48.475 3.809 118.738 10.8% 74 0.06526 0 
W Afton (834) 20.1 15 62.686 30.654 3.252 116.707 0.4% 79 0 0 

W Bayport (834) 42.774 62.686 28.198 6.955 140.613 3.3% 15 0 0 
W Cottage Grove (833) 27.41 1 70.654 30.654 6.445 135.164 5.0% 29 0 0 
W Forest Lake (831) 26.313 56.227 28.198 3.073 113.811 8.4% 86 0.06441 0 
W Forest Lake Twp. (831) 15.267 56.227 30.654 3.073 105.221 8.0% 94 0.06441 0 
W Grant Twp. (832) 12.813 68.231 30.654 3.252 . 114.950 -2.0% 85 0 0 

W Hugo (624) 22.132 70.483 30.654 4.920 128.189 9.2% 52 0 0 
W Lake Elmo (834) 19.944 62.686 30.654 9.397 122.681 9.7% 63 0 0 
W Mahtomedl (832) 20.605 68.231 30.654 6.864 126.354 -2.9% 58 0 0 
W New Scandia Twp. (831) 29.684 56.227 30.654 1.824 11 8.389 8.4% 75 0.08441 0 
W Newport (833) 22.504 70.654 30.654 6.445 130.257 9.9% 45 0 0 

W Oak Park Heights (834) 21.420 62.686 30.654 6.955 121.715 -2.1 % 68 0 0 
W Oakdale (622) 23.587 58.884 31.517 8.693 122.681 9.3% 64 0 0 
W Stiilwater (834) 29.626 62.686 28.198 6.955 127.465 -1.5% 54 0 0 
W S t  Paul Park (833) 20.272 70.654 30.654 6.445 128.025 7.6% 53 0 0 
W Woqdbury(833) 22.474 70.654 31.517 8.183 132.828 4.8% 38 0 0 

Key: A-Anoka; CICarwr; D-Dakota; H-Hennepin; R-Ramsey; SIScott; W=Washington 
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TAX CAPACITY RATES 
IN 27 NONMETROPOLITAN COMMUNITIES, 1994 

Addltlonal Rates 
(Percentage Polnb 

Expressed as Percentage Polnts of Tax Capadty k Market value") 
% Change Total 

Community From Rate 
(School Dlstrlct) County CItyKown School County Mlsc. Total 1993 Rank School OVler 

Albert Lea (241) Freeborn 22.133 55.437 42.544 0.000 120.114 1.8% 19 0.04059 0 
Austin (492) Mower 26.780 66.321 47.184 0.697 140.982 -5.1% 5 0 0 
Bemldjl(31) Beltrami 18.649 59.588 59.603 0.407 138.247 1.7% 7 0 . O  
Bralnerd (181) Crow Wng 28.668 59.076 30.669 0.708 119.121 4.1% 21 0 0 
Cloquet (94) Carlton 35.063 53.933 56.565 0.176 145.737 2.6% 3 0 0 

Dululh (709) S t  LOUIS 22.010 54.465 65.601 1.271 143.347 -7.2% 4 0.05764 0.02395 
Elk River (728) Sherbume 21.902 63.103 21 .807 1.403 108.215 5.0% 26 0.05252 0 
Fairmont (454) Martin 29.399 60.359 27.831 0.220 117.809 0.6% 22 0 0 
Farlbault (656) Rice 25.827 71.091 35.426 1.160 133.504 0.5% 8 0 0 
Fewus Falls (544) Otter Tall 28.081 55.545 39.670 0.541 123.837 5.7% 16 0 0 

Hibblng (701) St. Lwls 40.128 38.574 61.690 0.518 140.910 -0.6% 6 0.05373 0 
Hutchlnson (423) Mdeod 40.838 60.912 45.246 0.234 147.230 3.8% 2 0 0 
Mankato (77) Blue Earth 28.806 54.643 37.539 0.216 121.204 4.5% 18 0.04770 0 
Marshall (41 3) Lyon 24.264 48.628 37.743 0.208 110.843 3.6% 25 0 0 
Moorhead (1 52) Clay 20.527 61.045 48.040 1.734 131.346 5.6% 10 0 0 

New Lllm (88) Brown 31.714 51.505 35.683 0.680 119.582 7.3% 20 0.05771 0 
North Mankato (77) Niconet 27.960 54.770 50.033 0.213 132.976 4.1% 9 0.04770 0 
N~rVIfidd (659) Rice 33.065 56.146 35.430 0,668 125.309 -4.2% 15 0.10290 0 
Owatonna (761) Steele 24.083 55.897 33.031 0.356 113.367 -2.9% 24 0 0 
Red WIng (256) Ooodhue 27.763 54.260 22.644 0.268 104.935 1.4% 27 0 0 

Rochester (535) Olmsted 24.260 66.495 38.187 0.000 128.942 2.8% 11 0 0 
Salnt Cloud (742) Steams 31.226 56.304 37.453 2.021 127.004 1.2% 13 0 0 
Salnt Peter (508) Nlcollet 32.192 65.940 49.976 0.213 148.321 5.8% 1 0 0 
V i n l a  (706) S t  Louis 38.769 30.197 56.940 0.951 126.857 5.3% 14 0.05864 0 
W~llmar (347) Kandiyohi 23.784 61.980 41.272 0.765 127.801 0.1% 12 0 0 

Winona (861) Winona 32.576 51.375 38.336 ' 1.258 123.545 1.3% 17 0 0 
WortMngton (51 8) Nobles 32.100 53.375 29.847 1.234 116.556 3.4% 23 0 0 
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APPENDIX 4 
SCHOOL REFERENDA TAX RATES 

IN 95 METROPOUTAN COMMUNITIES, 1894 
(Expmssed In petcentage points) 

Excess Excess 
Excess Levy Excess  lev^ 
Levy Rate Levy Rate 

School Based on Debt Based on School Basedon Debt Basedon 
D b M  Tax Senrice Market District Tax Senrice Market 

Community a capecity  ate velueo Community # Capacity Rate Valueo 

Afbn 834 . 6.093 6.880 0 Mahtomdi 832 6.313 10.521 0 
W v e r  11 3.085 4589 0 MapleGrove 279 8.110 1l.sOS 0 
hoka 11 3.085 4.589 0 Maplewood 622 ' 10.488 0.402 0 
Appre Valley 196 0.352 1 2 ~ 7 2  0 Medina 278 14.112 3.970 0 
Arden Hills 621 9.352 5.002 0 Mendofa Heights 197 9.520 1.554 0 

Bayport 
Belle Plaine 
Blaine 
Blmington 
Brooklyn Center 

Minneapdis 
Minnelonka 
Minnebl'sta 
Mound 

Brooklyn Park 
Bumsville 
C harnplin 
Chanhassen 
Chaska 

New Brighton 
New H o ~ e  
New Scandia Twp. 
NewPOlt 
North Oaks 

Circle Pines 
Columbia Heights 
Columbus Twp. 
Coon Rapids 
Corcoran 

North St Paul 
Oak Grove 
Oak Park Heights 
Oakdale 
Oron, 

Cottage Grove 
crystal 
D a m  
-m 

Osseo 
Plymouth 
Prior Lake 
~ W Y  
Richfield 

East Bethel 
Eden Prairie 
Edina 
Excelsior 
Falcon Heights 

Robbinsdale 
Rosemount 
Roseville 
St Anthony 
St Louis Perk 

Farmington 
Forest Lake 
Fomt Lake Twp 
Fridley 
Golden Valley 

St Paul 
St Paul Park 
Savage 
shakopee 
Shoreview 

Grant Twp. 
Ham Lake 
HasGngs 
HOPki- 
Hugo 

Stmmwood 
Solh St Paul 
splirg Lake Park 
Spirg Lake Twp. 
Stillwater 

Independence 
lnver Grove Heights 
Jordan 
Lake Elmo 
Lakeville 

Vadnais Heights 
Waconia 
Wayzata 
West St Pad 
White Bear Lake 

LinoLakes 
Linwood Twp. 
Little Canada 

W t e  Bear Lake Twp. 
woodkrry 
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SCHOOL REFERENDA TAX RATES 
IN 27 NONMETROPOLITAN COMMUNITIES, 1994 

(Expressed In percentage polnts) 

Excess Excess 
Excess L e v  Excess Levy 
L e v  Rate Levy Rate 

School Based on Debt Based on School Based on Debt Based on 
Dlstrlct Tax Service Market Dlstrld Tax Senrice Market 

Community ' # Capacity Rate Value* Community # Capacity Rate Value* 

Albert Lea 241 41.675 5.067 0.04059 Marshall 413 36.152 6.024 0 
Ausgn 492 2.717 10.275 0 Moorhead 152 0.34 5.393 0 
Bemldjl 31 0 10.1 0 New Ulm 88 0 0.297 0.05771 
Bralnerd ' 181 0 3.935 0 NorVI Mankato 77 0 6.513 0.04770 
Cloquet 94 0 6.018 0 Northfield 659 41.664 5.35 0.10290 

Duluth 709 0 9.168 0.05764 Owatonna 761 0.577 5.568 0 
Elk River 728 0 12.84 0.05252 Red Wing 256 1.715 7.348 0 
Falrmont 454 0.629 0.749 0 Rochester 535 6.922 4.01 0 
Faribault 656 44.711 8.924 0 St. Cloud 742 0.249 4.251 0 
Fergus Falls 544 41.711 6.165 0 St. Peter 508 0.054 9.175 0 

Hibbing 701 1.061 3.543 0.05373 Virginia 706 0.312 6.544 0.05864 
Hutchinson 423 0 9.146 0 Willmar 347 0 10.648 0 
Mankato 77 0 6.498 0.04770 Wnona 861 1.014 0.041 0 

Worthington 518 1.753 4.329 0 

School and other referendum levies enacted after Nov. 1,1992, must by law, be spread on market value rather than tax cap 



About the Minnesota Taxpayers Association ... 
The M i e s o t a  Taxpayers Association was founded in 1926 for the purpose of disseminating 
factual infonnation that will help keep all Minnesotans educated and informed about state tax 
and spending policies. For sixty-seven years, the Association has advocated through its 
publications, meetings, and research efforts. 

'Ihe Association is a non-profit, non-partisan group supported by membership dues. 

To support the goals of the Minnesota Taxpayers Association, we encourage you to join by 
calling (612)224-7477 or (800)322-8297. Membership contributions may be deductible as a 
business expense. 

Mission Statement 

The Minnesota Taxpayers Association exists to educate and inform Minnesotans about sound 
fiscal policy; to provide state and local policy makers with objective, non-partisan research 
about the impacts of tax and spending policies; and to advocate for the adoption of rational 
public fiscal policy. . 

You can automatically receive publications like this and newsletters and support the work of 
this association by joining the Minnesota Taxpayers Association. 

Membership in the Minnesota Taxpayers Association is open to business and individuals, and 
dues start at $50.00. Units of governments, including schools and libraries may subscribe to 
receive our publications. 

To join please complete and return the form below to: Minnesota Taxpayers Association, 85 
East 7th Place, Suite 250, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101. A member of our staff will contact 
you. 

I ; Comments: 
I 
I 
I 
I 
! 

r"--'-"-"'-"----"--'---- 1 
I I 
I Clip and Mail I 
t I 

i i All members enjoy the same rights and privileges. Your dues are not deductible as a charitable ; 

I 
I Name: I 
I 
I Company: 
I 
I Address: I 
I I City State 
I 
I Zip: 
I 
I Telephone: 

: contribution. (They may be deductible as a business expense under other provisions of law). I 
I 

L---------.I-,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,------,---------I-------------d 

I 
I 

I 
I 
1 
I 
I 

I 
I I 
I 
I 
I 



Minnesota Taxpayers Association Publications - Price Lit 

Publication Member Price Non Member 

How Does Minnesota Compare? 
A unique report containing the latest comparisons of state taxes and spending. 

First Copy Free $5.00 

Minnesota Homestead Property Tax Review 
Includes data and trend analysis on residential property taxes in the Twin Cities area and in cities 
around the state. . 

First Copy $10.00 $15.00 

Understanding Your Property Taxes 
Our annual truth-in-taxation booklet - our most popular report. 

First Copy Free 

The Green Book 1993, Fiscal Facts For Minnesotans 
A detailed biennial compendium of tiequently cited state, county, and city fiscal data. 

First Copy Free $25.00 
Additional Copies $18.00 $25.00 

Property Tax Trends, A Special Report 
Taxes payable 1990 through 1992. 

A Taxpayers Guide To State Spending 
A 167 page directory of over 200 state spending programs - it's our answer to the seven-slice pie 
typically provided in response to the question: Where's all the money going? 

First Copy Free $1 0.00 
Additional Copies $10.00 $1 0.00 

DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR MULTIPLE COPY ORDERS. 

M T A Order Coupon 

1 Cost I 
I 

$ I 
I 

$ I 
I 

$ I 
1 

$ I 
I 

$ I 
1 

$ I 
4 

$ I 
4 

$ I 1 + I 
I + I I 
I 
I 

= 1 

1 Quantity 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
a 
I 

y----------------------------~--------------------------------------------------- 
Publication 

a Subtotal 
I 
I Sales Tar. (Add 7%) 
lshipping & Handling (Orders Under $10.00 Add $2.00) ($10.00 to $100.00 Add $4.00) 
I ($1 0 1 .OO And Over Add $6.00) 
a TOTAL 
~--------,-,-------,,-----,,,,,,--,---------------------- 



RECENT CITIZENS LEAGUE REPORTS 
These reports are the product of the League's unique program of citizen-based research. To order aopies, 
use the form in this report. 

Why We Should Build Inclusive Communities 
Minnesota's Budget Problem: A Crisis of Quality, Cost and Fairness 
Results for Citizens, Options for Officials 
Reform the Electoral Process, Restore the Public Trust 
The Party Caucus: An Inquiry 
New Regional Approaches to Library Services: Long Overdue 
Large Trucks. A Small Piece of A Larger Problem 
Remaking the Minnesota Miracle: Facing New Fiscal Realities 
Because That's Where the Money Is: Why the Public Sector Lobbies 
Does the System Maltreat Children? 
Wiring Minnesota: New State Goals for Telecommunications 
Losing Lakes: Enjoyment of a Unique Metropolitan Resource is Threatened 
Access, Not More Mandates: A New Focus for Minnesota Health Policy 
Community: A Resource for the '90s 
The Metropolitan Council.. Strengthening Its Leadership Role 
Building Tomorrow by Helping Today's Kids 
Chartered Schools = Choices for Educators + Quality for All Students 
Cut Tax Exemptions, Boost Equity and Accountability 
Stopping AIDS: An Individual Responsibility 
The Public's Courts: Making the Governor's Nominating Process Statutory 
Make the Present Airport Better-Make A New Airport Possible 
Cooperatively-Managed Schools: Teachers as Partners 
The New Weigh to Recycle 
First Class Property Tax System 
Start Right with "Right Start": A Health Man for Minnesota's Uninsured 
New Destinations for Transit 
Commitment to Focus: More of Both 
State Civil Service: People Make the Difference 
It's Only a Game: A Lottery in Minnesota 
Adaptability-The New Mission for Vocational Education 
A Strategy for the Waterbelt 
Power to the Process: Making Minnesota's Legislature Work Better 
Accountability for the Development Dollar 
Building on Strength: A Competitive Minnesota Economic Strakgy 
A Larger Vision for Small Scale Agriculture 
The Metro Council: Narrowing the Agenda and Raising the Stakes 
The Region's Infrastmctwe: The Problem Isn't What You Think It Is 
Meeting the Crisis in Institutional Care: 

Toward Better Choices, Financing and Results 
A Farewell to Welfare 
Homegrown Senrices: The Neighborhood Opportunity 
Use Road Revenue for the Roads That Are Used 
Workers' Compensation Refom Get the Employees Back on the Job 
Thought Before Action: Understanding and Reforming Minnesota's Fiscal S y s m  
The CL in the Mid-80s 
Making Better Use of Existing Housing: A Rental Housing Strategy for the 19806 
Rebuilding Education to Make It Work 
A Positive Alternative: Redesigning Public Service Delivery 

For titles and awiWility of earlier reports contact the Citizens League office, 6612/3384791 



RECENT CITIZENS LEAGUE STATEMENTS 
These statements update the L a p ' s  positions on key issues. To order copies, use theform in this 
report. 

Regional Challenges and Regional Governance 4-8-93 
Health-Care Access for All Minnesotans 2-20-92 
Testing Health-Care Workers for the AIDS Virus 12-11-91 
Light Rail Transit: The Regional Transit Board's Proposal to the 1991 Minnesota Legislature 

1-24-91 
Letter to Legislature from Community Information Committee re: 

Financing at the University of Minnesota 4-07-89 
Statement on Changing the Fiscal Disparities Law 1-15-88 
Statement to the Governor & Legislature on Transportation Financing in 1988 1-04-88 
Statement to Legislative Commission re: Road Financing 10-12-87 
Statement to University of Minnesota Regents re: Commitment to Focus 7-7-87 
Statement to Governor and Legislature on Innovation and Cost Control 4-8-87 
Selection of a New State Commissioner of Transportation 10-30-86 
Letter to Regional Transit Board re: Metro Mobility Price Competition Ideas 6-12-86 
Testimony to Legislature on Bloomington Stadium Site Bill 2-20-86 
Letter to Regional Transit Board re: Policy Committee's Study of Metro Mobility 12-6-85 
Statement to House Tax Subcommittee on Fiscal Disparities 10-31-85 
Statement to ZRgislature on Preserving Metropolitan Tax-Base Sharing 9-6-85 
Statement to Legislature & Metro Council on Bloomington Development Proposal 8-15-85 
Statement to Metropolitan Council on Organized Collection of Solid Waste 4-24-85 
Statement to Metropolitan Council on Long-Term Care 3-8-85 
Statement on Transit Alternatives 1-23-85 
Statement on Solid Waste Disposal 1-21-85 
Statement to Tax Study Commission 8-22-84 
Statement on Light Rail Transit 4-6-84 
Statement to Legislative Study Committee on Metropolitan Transit 12-15-83 
Statement to Governor's Tax Study Commission 11-22-83 
Statement to Minnesota's Highway Study Commission 9-29-83 
Statement on the Metropolitan Council's Proposed Interim Economic Policies 8-29-83 
Statement to Minneapolis. Charter Commission: Proposal to have Mayor as 8-11-83 

non-voting member of Council 
Statement to Metropolitan Council & Richard P. Braun, Commissioner of 7-21-83 

Transportation on Preferential Treatment in I-35W Expansion 
Statement to Members, Steering Committee on Southwest-University 7-19-83 

Avenue Corridor Study 
Statement to Commission on the Future of Post-Secondary Education in Minnesota 6-22-83 
Statement to the Metropolitan Health Board 6-20-83 
Appeal to the Legislature and the Governor 4-26-83 
Citizens League Opposes Unfunded Shifts to Balance Budget 12-1-82 
Longer-Term Spending Issues Which the Governor and Legislature 

Should Face in 1982 1-18-82 
Statement Concerning Alternatives to Solid Waste Flow Control 1-12-82 
Amicus Curiae Brief in Fiscal Disparities Case,filed 12-17-81 
Statement to the Minnesota State Legislature Regarding the Reconstruction Projed 12-14-81 
Letter to the Joint Legislative Commission on Metropolitan Governance 11-13-81 
Statement to Metropolitan Health Board on Phase I .  Report 11-4-81 
Statement to Metropolitan Council on I-35E 9-24-81 
Statement to Minneapolis Charter Commission 7-6-81 
Letter b Metropolitan Council re CL Recommendations on 1-394 6-23-81 

For list of earlier statements, contact the Leap office, 612b38-0791 



CITIZENS LEAGUE PUBLICATIONS 

PRICE LIST 

MEMBER PRICE NON-MEMBER PRICE 

CITIZENS LEAGUE RESEARCH 
Minnesota Managed Care Review 1993 
Public Affairs Directory 1993 - 1994 
1st copy $15.00 
2nd - 10th copies, each $12.00 
11th copy or more, each $9.00 

Minnesota Homestead Property Tax Review 1994 
FREE upon request $10.00 

STUDY COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1st copy FREE 
2nd - 10th copies, each $5.00 
11th copies or more, each $4.00 

CITIZENS LEAGUE PUBLICATIONS 

ORDER COUPON 
Quantity Publication Cost 

$- 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER $- 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Phone 
My check for to the Citizens League is enclosed - 

C h a r g e  t o m y  Visa - Master Card 
Discover 

Account # w- Date- 
Signature 

-Send Citizens League membership information 

Mail this fonn to: Citizens League, 708 South 3rd Street, Suite 500, Minneapolis, 
MN 55415. Or FAX your credit card orders to 612-337-5919 



WHAT THE CITIZENS LEAGUE IS 
The Citizens League promotes the public interest in Minnesota by involving 
citizens in identifying and framing critical public policy choices, forging 
recommendations and advocating their adoption. 

The Citizens League has been an active and effective public affairs research and education 
organization in the Twin Cities metropolitan area for more than 40 years. 

Volunteer research committees of League members study policy issues in depth and develop 
informational reports that propose specific workable solutions to public issues. 
Recommendations in these reports often become law. Over the years, League reports have been 
a reliable source of information for governmental officials, community leaders, and citizens 
concerned with public policy issues of our area. 

The League depends upon the support of individual members and contributions from 
businesses, foundations, and other organizations throughout the metropolitan area. For 
membership information, please call 61 2/338-0791. 
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The Citizens League promotes the 
public interest in Minnesota by 
involving citizens in identifying 
and framing critical public policy 
choices, forging recommendations 
and advocating their adoption. 

Suite 500 
708 South 3rd Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1198 
612/338-0791 FAX 612/337-5919 

The nonprofit, nonpartisan 
Minnesota Taxpayers Association 
works to keep all Minnesotans 
educated about state tax and 
spending policies while advocating 
sound fiscal policies. 

Suite 250 
85 East 7th Place 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2173 
612/224-7477 612/224-1209 
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