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W e  understsnd t h a t  the  School Board has c a l l e d  t h i s  hearing because the  
S t a t e  Junior College Board has requested the  f u t u r e  use of the  e n t i r e  Central  High 
School building a s  a permanent site f o r  a junior  col lege  o r  a junior  col lege  branch. 

The Cit izens League recognizes t h a t  t h e  School Board's decis ion on t h e  
f u t u r e  of Central  High School must be based on i ts  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  plan wisely f o r  
the  bes t  possible high school education program i n  t h e  Central  High School area  and 
throughout the  c i t y ,  and t h a t  a sound program involves modern, s a f e ,  well-located 
high school buildings adequate t o  m e e t  t he  educational  needs of high school students-- 
buildings w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  house the type of d i v e r s i f i e d ,  comprehensive high school 
program which should be ava i l ab le  t o  a l l  young people i n  Minneapolis. Only i f  o the r  
educational  needs, i n  t h i s  ins tance  the  Junior  College, can be provided without jeo- 
pardizing the  long-range high school educational  program, would the School Board be 
i n  a pos i t ion  t o  make ava i l ab le  the  Central  High School building t o  the  S t a t e  Junior  
College Board. 

We believe that the location of the present Centpal High ~chooZ building i s  
not suitable and does not meet the needs for the Zmag-range MinneapoZis school 
building program. I n  our view, the  educational  needs of the  f u t u r e  high school 
s tudents  of the  Central  and adjacent  a r e a s  can be b e s t  m e t  through the  construction 
of new, large  senior  high school f a c i l i t i e s  a t  locat ions  o ther  than Central .  These 
conclusions a r e  based on one of the  most exhaustive s tud ies  ever  undertaken by the  
Ci t izens  League, a study of Minneapolis school bui ld ing needs, which culminated i n  
issuance of a 72-page repor t  i n  October, 1963. 

Nothing, w e  be l ieve ,  has occurred s i n c e  issuance of our repor t  and the 
successful  school bond vote  i n  February, 1964, which would lead us  t o  a l t e r  our 1963 
conclusions and recommendations on the  f u t u r e  of Centra l  High School and the  r e l a t e d  
quest ions of need f o r  high school f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of south Minneapolis c l o s e s t  
t o  the  center  of the  c i t y .  On the  contrary,  recent  events have, we bel ieve ,  borne 
out t h e  soundness of the  f i r s t  phase 1.tinneapolis school bui ld ing program a s  it has 
developed and of our 1963 conclusions and recommendations on Minneapolis senior  high 
schools, W e  r e f e r  here s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  the  School ~ o a r d ' s  plans with respect  t o  the  
projected s i z e  and locat ion of the  new South Senior High School. 

The f u t u r e  of a s i n g l e  senior  high school cannot be discussed except i n  the  
context of the fu tu re  educational  needs of the  e n t i r e  secondary school system. This 
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  of Centra l  High School, which has an attendance a rea  surrounded 
by the  attendance areas  of o ther  sen io r  high schools i n  the  !I-lnneapolis system. It  
was i n  the  context of considering the  whole long-range high school needs of the  c i t y  
and especia l ly  of t h a t  p a r t  of the  c i t y  immediately south of the  downtown a rea  t h a t  
w e  considered t h e  needs of the  Central  a rea  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  



Our fundamental conclusion with respect  t o  s e n i o r  high school  f a c i l i t i e s  
was t h a t  i t  would be extremely des i rab le  t o  p lan  a l l  new s e n i o r  highs with en ro l l -  
ments of 1800-2000 s tudents ,  i f  at  a l l  poss ib le .  We concluded t h a t  schools of t h i s  
s i z e  of fered  the  b e s t  opportunity a t  equal  d o l l a r  expense l e v e l s  f o r  broad, conpre- 
hensive and d i v e r s i f i e d  educational ,  ex t ra -cur r i cu la r  and a t h l e t i c  programs. Experts 
who appeared before  our committee documented t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of schools  of t h i s  sug- 
gested s i z e  i n  connection with curriculum planning, scheduling,  and s o  a s  t o  provide 
f o r  maximum u t i l i z a t i o n  of expensive educat ional  f a c i l i t i e s ,  such a s  shops and labo- 
r a t o r i e s  of varying types,  which should be a v a i l a b l e  t o  s tuden t s  i n  a comprehensive 
high school.  

We concluded t h a t  t h e  per-student c o s t  of school  cons t ruct ion ,  as we l l  a s  
school opera t ion ,  was lower f o r  schools of t h e  2000-pupil range than f o r  smaller  
schools .  A l l  nodern, up-to-date high schools r equ i re  c e r t a i n  expensive core f a c i l i -  
t ies,  such a s  auditorium, cooking and c a f e t e r i a  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and l a r g e  capaci ty  heat-  
i n g  and v e n t i l a t i n g  p lan t s .  LJe concluded t h a t  bes t  u t i l i z a t i o n  of such necessary 
f a c i l i t i e s  could be achieved i n  a 2000-pupil high school ,  cont ras ted  t o  a 1000-pupil 
high school,  no t  t o  mention u t i l i z a t i o n  of o t h e r  d e s i r a b l e  but  expensive f a c i l i t i e s  
such a s  swimming pools. 

W e  a l s o  took note  of t h e  a b i l i t y  of school  planners and a r c h i t e c t s  t o  p lan  
d i v e r s i f i e d  and decent ra l ized  modern high school  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s o  t h a t  a school  of 
2000 s tudents  does not  become impersonalized as f a r  as t h e  ind iv idua l  s tudent  is 
concerned, 

We noted t h e  f a c t  t h a t  seve ra l  high schools  i n  t h e  c i t y  a l ready had enro l l -  
ments i n  t h i s  suggested range, but  t h a t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y  i n  s i z e  among t h e  
various high schools  i n  t h e  c i t y .  This d i s p a r i t y  i n  s i z e  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  d i s p a r i t y  
i n  academic, ex t ra -cur r i cu la r  and a t h l e t i c  programs should be reduced, s o  a s  t o  pro- 
v ide  f o r  more equal  s tudent  oppor tuni t ies  a t  t h e  various s e n i o r  high schools  through- 
out  t h e  c i t y ,  w e  urged. 

We a l s o  s tudied  very c a r e f u l l y  and consulted wi th  educational  and c i t y  
planners and o t h e r s  on t h e  mat ter  of f u t u r e  school  enrollments,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h a t  
p a r t  of south 14inneapolis now encompassed by t h e  high school  attendance a reas  of 
Marshall, South, Centra l  and West High Schools, a r e a s  of poss ib le  f u t u r e  decl ine  i n  
population due t o  land use changes, freeway cons t ruc t ion  and o the r  f a c t o r s .  I n  t h i s  
connection w e  no te  t h e  continued enrollments of Centra l ,  South and \Jest High Schools 
a t  s l i g h t l y  over 1,000 pup i l s  year ly .  

Considering a l s o  t h e  age and d e s i r a b i l i t y  of replac ing t h e  e x i s t i n g  South 
High School immediately, West High School a t  an e a r l y  d a t e ,  and Centra l  High School 
wi th in  t h e  next  15-20 years ,  t3e were Zed t o  the inescapable conclusion that long- 
range school building plans should involve the replacement o f  South, Central and 
West High Schools, not trith three mw high schools, but rather wCth two. This l ed  
t o  our conclusions with regard t o  t h e  importance of s o  l o c a t i n g  and s i z i n g  t h e  new 
Sou thHighSchoo l  t h a t  i t  could p r o p e r l y s e r v i c e  t h a t  por t ion  of southMinneapolis  
now serviced by Cen t ra l  High School and by South High School genera l ly  located e a s t  
of t h e  Stevens Avenue freeway. 

This genera l  p lan  involving t h e  cons t ruct ion  of a new South Senior High 
School f o r  1500 pup i l s  and expandable t o  2000 pup i l s  was adopted by t h e  Board of 
Education i n  its f i r s t  phase building program e n t i t l e d  "Better ~ c h o o l s " ,  dated 
November, 1963, which formed the  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  $18 mi l l ion  successful  school  bond 
issue .  



This o f f i c i a l  Minneapolis Public  School program, on Page B-13, notes  t h a t  
t h e  new South High School " w i l l  be planned s o  t h a t  i f  and when a community co l l ege  
i s  es tabl i shed i n  t,finneapolis, i t  w i l l  be f e a s i b l e  t o  add t o  t h e  South High d i s t r i c t .  
The most l o g i c a l  p lace  f o r  a community col lege  would be a t  Centra l  High School. The 
building is  w e l l  loca ted  and we l l  s u i t e d  f o r  such a purpose. It would be poss ib le  
a t  t h a t  time t o  add a p a r t  of t h e  present  Centra l  d i s t r i c t  t o  South. Other p a r t s  of 
t h e  Central  d i s t r i c t  would be assigned t o  West primari ly.  This would n e c e s s i t a t e  
e i t h e r  expansion o r  replacement of West High School, a s  w e l l  a s  expansion of South 
High School. " 

Our repor t  a l s o  expressed concern with the  growing concentra t ion  of Negro 
pupi ls  i n  c e r t a i n  school d i s t r i c t s  of t h e  c i t y .  I n  connection with t h e  South and 
Central  High School at tendance a r e a s ,  w e  noted the  f a c t  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of 
Negro fami l i e s  l i v e  wi th in  these  school d i s t r i c t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  number and per  cent  
of Negro pupi ls  i n  t h e  Centra l  High School d i s t r i c t  has increased appreciably;  f o r  
example, from 159 i n  November, 1963, t o  182 i n  November, 1964, t h e  l a s t  s i g h t  count 
da ta  ava i l ab le  ( increas ing t h e  percentage of Negro pup i l s  i n  t h e  school from 14.2% i n  
1963 t o  18.6% i n  1964). We bel ieve  t h a t  by providing f o r  l a r g e r  high schools  with 
broader at tendance a reas ,  t h e  tendency towards de f a c t o  segregat ion  i n  a given school  
d i s t r i c t  can be lessened. 

Our bas ic  conclusion t h a t  t h e  Central  High School bui ld ing w i l l  not  ade- 
quate ly  meet t h e  long term needs of secondary education i n  t h e  Central  a r e a  is exten- 
s i v e l y  discussed and docunented i n  the  72-page repor t .  W e  concluded t h a t ,  a s  soon a s  
more adequate high school f a c i l i t i e s  could be made ava i l ab le  f o r  Centra l  a r e a  r e s i -  
dents ,  the  Centra l  bui ld ing and s i t e  should be sold o r  u t i l i z e d  f o r  o the r  educational  
purposes. 

Timing the eventual disposition of the Centmzl building should be deter- 
nrined according t o  avai Zabi Z i t y  of superior senior high school educational fa& l i t i e s  
for future high school students from the attendance area now served by Central High. 
Two f a c t o r s  seen t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  important. The f i r s t  is t h e  progress on construc- 
t i o n  of the  new South High School, some $5 mi l l ion  i n  funds f o r  which have already 
been approved, and t h e  s i t e  f o r  which is expected t o  be announced a t  an e a r l y  d a t e ,  
with the  bui ld ing scheduled f o r  occupancy i n  the  f a l l  of 1968. The second f a c t o r  is  
t h e  permanent a v a i l a b i l i t y  of add i t iona l  capaci ty  f o r  senior  high school s tuden t s  a t  
o ther  high schools  adjacent  t o  the  Central  High School a rea ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  West High 
School. 

I n  concluding t h a t  t h e  Central  building and loca t ion  do not  meet t h e  long- 
term school f a c i l i t i e s  needs of the  Central  a r e a  and t h e  school system a s  a whole, 
we wish t o  have one point  c l e a r l y  understood. Central should not be closed until  
superior permanent high school fac i l i t ies  are available t o  service the Central area. 
W e  would oppose temporary expedients which would cause inconvenience t o  s tuden t s  i n  
t h e  Centra l  a rea .  

The Ci t i zens  League speaks only on t h e  b a s i s  of pos i t ions  developed through 
c a r e f u l  research  on the  p a r t  of committees and a s  a r e s u l t  of conclusions and recom- 
mendations developed by i ts committees and ac ted  on by i ts 36-member board. This 
statement is based on a c a r e f u l  review of the  League's previous pos i t ion  on Minnea- 
p o l i s  publ ic  school bui ld ing needs a s  contained i n  i ts  repor t  approved by t h e  Board 
October 29, 1963, and on previous f indings and recommendations on Minneapolis school 
cons t ruct ion  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  reported i n  1962. 



The League has r ecen t ly  commenced a comprehensive review of post-high school 
educational  needs i n  t h e  Twin C i t i e s  metropoli tan a rea ,  and a repor t  on t h i s  sub jec t  
w i l l  be prepared i n  t h e  spr ing  of 1966. 

I n  c los ing,  t h e  Ci t izens  League wishes a t  t h i s  time t o  commend t h e  Board of 
Education and t h e  school adminis t ra t ion  on t h e  f i n e  progress made i n  meeting Minnea- 
p o l i s  school  bui ld ing needs, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  leadership  provided the  community i n  
fashioning and seeing t o  a success fu l  v o t e  t h e  $18 m i l l i o n  school bui ld ing program 
approved i n  February, 1964. The plans  with respect  t o  t h e  projected s i z e  and loca- 
t i o n  of the  new North a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  new South Senior High Schools a r e ,  we be l i eve ,  
emminently sound and i n  l i n e  with t h e  conclusions w e  have reached a s  a r e s u l t  of our  
extensive s t u d i e s  of school bui ld ing needs. 


