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On Schumann B i l l  f o r  Community Colleges 

The Citizens League supports the Schumann B i l l .  Our posit ion an the 
need f o r  community colleges i n  Minnesota was developed by a Citizens League re- 
search committee which studied the  problem of the  re la t ionship between the  junior 
colleges and area  vocational schools aver a year's time. W e  have copies of our 
cornple t e  repor t  available.  

It is important t o  c l a r i f y  t ha t  our report  is addressed only t o  the  
question of post-high school education . . . the opportunit ies f o r  education for 
our youth a f t e r  they leave high school. We are  aware of the  urgent need f o r  in- 
proving vocational programs f o r  students s t i l l  i n  high school, but t ha t  is  a 
separate subject. 

It is important, a lso ,  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  we a re  i n  no way questioning the 
a b i l i t y  of the exis t ing area vocational schools and junior colleges t o  do the 
jobs they were assigned. A s  f a r  a s  we know each is performing w e l l  i n  its own 
f i e l d  of endeavor. 

We support the Schumann B i l l  f o r  the following reasons: 

1. The b i l l  w i l l  provide grea te r  educational opportunit ies f o r  students 
than now is possible i n  e i t h e r  the area vocational schools o r  the  junior collages. 
In  a community college a student w i l l  have the option of taking vocational and 
academic offer ings  i n  any mix which best  f i t s  h i s  goals. He w i l l  not be required 
t o  make a career decision before he en te rs  the  i n s t i t u t i on .  

2. The b i l l  w i l l  strengthen the a b i l i t y  of the Legislature t o  plan post- 
high school education throughout the s t a t e .  The Legislature now determines the 
number and location of junior colleges and provides the bulk of t h e i r  financing. 
The Legislature a l so  provides the bulk of the financing f o r  area  vocational schools, 
but the decision on the number and location of such i n s t i t u t i o n s  is  made by the 
State  Board of Education. Consequently, the junior colleges and area vocational 
schools a r e  developing a s  two d i s t i n c t l y  separate,  uncoordinated systems attempt- 
ing t o  serve the same age group -- basical ly  the f i r s t  two years a f t e r  high school. 

3. The b i l l  w i l l  enable much b e t t e r  planning i n  the  Twin C i t i e s  area. 
Our organization has had a pa r t i cu l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  following the development of 
junior colleges and vocational schools i n  the Twin C i t i e s  area. Since 1963 the  
Legislature has authorized six junior colleges here. W e  have had a par t i cu la r  
shortage of good post-high school vocational-technical f a c i l i t i e s .  We have an 
outstanding i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  the St. Paul Vocational Technical In s t i t u t e .  Minneapo- 
l i s  a l so  has an a rea  vocational school, but i t s  post-high school enrollment is  
much l e s s  than St. Paul's. Anoka opened a new area vocational school two years 
ago. A four th  i n s t i t u t i on  i s  i n  the  planning stages f o r  suburban Hennepin County. 
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A l l  of these a r e a  schools  have been planned separa te ly  from the  junior  col leges.  
Addit ional  a rea  schools a r e  being ta lked about f o r  suburban Ramsey-Washington 
Counties and f o r  Dakota County, but ,  again, without coordinat ion with t h e  junior  
col leges.  There is  a f u r t h e r  problem i n  assuring good post-high school vocation- 
a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  the  Twin C i t i e s  a r e a  because of the  l ike l ihood of poss ib le  heavy 
emphasis on high school vocat ional  t r a in ing  i n  a t  l e a s t  one of t h e  new a r e a  schools 
being planned. F ina l ly ,  the re  a r e  many problems, including l o c a l  f inancing,  a 
f a i r  sha re  of s t a t e  a i d s ,  and establishment of governing boards, which make i t  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  school  d i s t r i c t s  i n  the  Twin Cities a r e a  t o  cooperate i n  s e t t i n g  up 
a rea  vocat ional  schools. 

4. The b i l l  assures  meaningful l o c a l  con t ro l  of the  community colleges.  
Area vocational  schools now a r e  managed by l o c a l  school d i s t r i c t s  and junior  col- 
leges  a r e  managed by the  S t a t e  Junior College Board. Under this b i l l  community 
col leges  would be run by boards made up of individuals  from the  l o c a l  areas.  

5. The b i l l  does not  force  a marriage of e x i s t i n g  a r e a  vocat ional  
schools with junior  col leges.  It provides t h a t  any l o c a l  school board, i f  i t  
des i res ,  nay turn  over con t ro l  of i ts  a rea  school t o  t h e  proposed community col- 
lege  board. A l o c a l  school  board now operat ing an a r e a  vocat ional  school  w i l l  
r e t a i n  t h e  option t o  keep t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  its present  form. 

6 .  The b i l l  does no t  provide f o r  takeover of t h e  a rea  vocat ional  schools 
by the  academic i n t e r e s t s .  The b i l l  abol ishes  t h e  Junior  College Board and s e t s  
up an e n t i r e l y  new board, with guarantees of r ep resen ta t ion  from t h e  vocat ional  
and junior  col lege  i n t e r e s t s ,  equally,  p lus  representa t ion  from the  genera l  public .  


