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Fred Cady 
Homer A. Childs 
Earl F .  Colborn, Jr. Thank you f o r  giving us the o p p o r t ~ n i t y  t o  comment upon 
John A. Cummings 
Mrs. Nicholas ~ u f f  your proposed report  t i t l e d  "~ocational-Technical Education 1967, a 
Harold D. Field, Jr. Study of the  Effect  of the Area Vocational-Technical Schools i n  
Richard J.  FitzGerald 
Mrs. Ralph Forester Minnesota". I am sorry t h a t  I wae unable t o  at tend the  meeting 
Glen F. Galles of the  S t a t e  Advisory Council l a t e  In January. But I understand 
Gilbert Giebink 
E. Peter Gillette, Jr. t ha t  you dl1 be making a report  t o  the  S t a t e  Board of Education 
David Graven 
Roger L .  Hale 

on February 27. 
Will iam Hempel 
John Harrison 
Verne C . Johnson The report  includes much valuable information on pre- 
James P. Martineau sen t  and fu ture  demand f o r  post-high school vocational-technical 
Mrs. J.  Paul McGee 
John W . Mooty education i n  Minnesota. We note tha t  the number of "training 
Wallace E. Neal, Jr. statiorks" w i l l  have t o  be almost t r i p l e d  by the year 1980 t o  
Leslie C . Park 
James R. Pratt meet the demand. It is in te res t ing  that cwt of a projected 
John W. Pulver increase of 21,000 eighteen-year-older by the  year 1980 almost 
John C . Savage 
Paul Van Valkenburg 16,000 o r  about 75% of t h i s  growth w i l l  take p lace  i n  the  seven- 
James L.  Weaver County ntetropolitan area. 
PAST PRESIDENTS 
Leonard F. Ramberg 
Stuart W. Leck Additional schools are reammended f o r  the  metropoli- 
Leslie C. Park tan area because of th ie  growth. As f a r  as we can te l l ,  the 
Charles S. Bellows 
Charles T. Silverson report  assumee tha t  the demand for  these schools w i l l  be met 
Walter S. Harris, Jr. under the present s t ruc ture  of area  vocational-technical s ~ h o o l ~ ,  
John W. Windhorst 
John F. Finn with the only possible change being an implication t ha t  other 
Frank W. WaIters suburbs w i l l  have t o  follow the example of suburban Hennepin 
Malcolm G . Pfunder 
James L.  Hetland, Jr. County i n  banding together f o r  area  vocational-technical schools . 
Norman L .  Newhall, Jr. We believe the report  does not f u l l y  come t o  gr ips  with the  major 
Waite D. Durfee 
James R. Pratt problems which m ~ t  be faced i n  t he  Twin Cities metropolitan a rea  
Charles H . Clay t o  meet the demand. 
Archibald Spencer 

We do not believe t ha t  the needed f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  post- 
high school vocational-technical education i n  rhie  area w i l l  be 
provided adequately with the present arrangements. Unlike out- 
s t a t e  Minnesota, school d i s t r i c t s  i n  the  merrropolitan area have 
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the  incent ive  t o  wait  f o r  neighboring d i s t r i c t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  vocat ional  
schools. I f  school d i s t r i c t s  i n  the  metropolitan a r e a  band together  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  vocat ional  schools ,  t h e r e  is  a r e a l  quest ion of whether the  post- 
high school vocational  program w i l l  be subordinated t o  the  high school  
vocat ional  program. 

Voluntary ac t ion  by l o c a l  school d i s t r i c t s  not  likely--Can we 
reasonably expect t o  provide i n  the  metropolitan a rea  the  needed post-high 
school  vocational- technical  t r a i n i n g  by re ly ing s o l e l y  upon the  voluntary 
ac t ion  of l o c a l  school  d i s t r i c t s ,  whose primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is education 
of youth from kindergarten through t h e  twelf th  grade? Anything which a 
l o c a l  school d i s t r i c t  does beyond the  twelf th grade, such as the  e s t ab l i sh -  
ment of an a r e a  vocat ional  school ,  is s o l e l y  voluntary. 

We a r e  we l l  aware of the  heavy pressure  i n  o u t s t a t e  communities 
f o r  vocat ional  schools  a s  contrasted with very few appl ica t ions  i n  t h e  Twin 
C i t i e s  area.  We a r e  confident t h a t  t h i s  is not  a product of any less i n t e r -  
est of Twin C i t i e s  a rea  r e s iden t s  i n  vocat ional  education. It is simply 
t h a t  t h e  vocat ional  school  law was espec ia l ly  designed f o r  o u t s t a t e  Minne- 
s o t a  and no t  f o r  the  metropoli tan area. School d i s t r i c t s  i n  smaller  commu- 
n i t i e s  throughout the  s t a t e ,  s t rong ly  supported by t h e i r  l o c a l  chambers of 
commerce, have pe t i t ioned  f o r  and obtained area  schools because these  have 
been regarded as major a s s e t s  a t t r a c t i n g  business and industry.  The law is 
espec ia l ly  b e n e f i c i a l  i n  o u t s t a t e  EIinnesota, where the  boundaries of a 
school  d i s t r i c t  include t h e  e n t i r e  community. The law is not  s u i t a b l e ,  
however, when the re  a r e  severa l  school  d i s t r i c t s  covering the community, as 
i n  the  Twin C i t i e s  a r e a  with approximately 40 school  d i s t r i c t s .  A voca- 
t i o n a l  school  must accept non-residents as we l l  a s  res idents .  Thus each 
school  d i s t r i c t  i n  the  metropoli tan area  wai ts  f o r  a neighboring d i s t r i c t  
t o  provide the  school ,  knowing t h a t  the  school  d i s t r i c t  which provides t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  must assume t h e  c o s t ,  but  has t o  sha re  the  benef i t .  

Other construct ion demands--Local school  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  metro- 
p o l i t a n  area  a r e  faced with t e r r i f i c a l l y  high bonding requirements t o  con- 
s t r u c t  elementary and secondary schools ,  wiih some of th& pushing t h e i r  
bonding l i m i t s .  It is doubtful  t h a t  with t h i s  type of pressure ,  these  
school  d i s t r i c t s  can show the  same i n t e r e s t  i n  post-high school  ins t i tu t ions - -  
which they a r e  no t  required t o  provide. 

S t .  Paul and Anoka schools--The S t .  Paul School Board made a policy 
decision a few years ago t o  bond f o r  $8 mi l l ion  f o r  a post-high school voca- 
t i o n a l  school  , thus p lac ing a higher p r i o r i t y  on t h a t  type of - i n s t i t u t i o n  
than on using the  same funds, say ,  t o  r ebu i ld  some of its elementary schools. 
We do no t  quest ion the  p r i o r i t i e s  e s t ab l i shed  by the  S t .  Paul School Board, 
but  we c e r t a i n l y  quest ion whether we can reasonably expect t h a t  the  needs 
f o r  post-high school  vocat ional  education throughout the  metropoli tan a r e a  
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can be m e t  by wait ing f o r  l o c a l  school boards t o  make such policy decisions.  
The Anoka School Board, f o r  an investment of considerably less because of 
the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of an i n d u s t r i a l  bui ld ing,  has shown tremendous fo res igh t  
i n  t h e  establishment of its post-high school  vocat ional  school.  But t h i s  
was undoubtedly t h e  product of having a superintendent who was a leader  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  a rea  vocat ional  school  i n  the  s t a t e  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an e n t i r e l y  
new building did not  have t o  be b u i l t .  

Suburban Hemepin school  distr icts--There has been considerable 
pub l i c i ty  given t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  suburban school d i s t r i c t s  i n  Hennepin 
County under a s p e c i a l  1967 law now may e s t a b l i s h  j o i n t l y  an area  vocat ional  
school ,  giving a broader base. It is s t i l l  too e a r l y  t o  know what the f u l l  
implicat ions of t h i s  w i l l  be. We understand t h a t  a s tudy is now under way. 
Nevertheless the re  a r e  some r e a l  quest ions t h a t  can s t i l l  be asked. Perhaps 
the  most se r ious  quest ion is the  ex ten t  t o  which an a rea  vocat ional  school  
es tabl i shed by these  suburban school  d i s t r i c t s  w i l l ,  i n  f a c t ,  serve  post- 
high school  vocational- technical  education adequately. We understand t h a t  
the re  is a g rea t  dea l  of f e e l i n g  among the  suburban school  superintendents  
t h a t  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  serve  high school  s tudents  a s  well .  Many of 
these  superintendents  t a l k  i n  terms of having t h e i r  high school  s tuden t s  
a t t end  t h e  regular  high school f o r  ha l f  days and then spend t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
day a t  t h e  a r e a  vocat ional  school.  To the  extent  t h a t  t h i s  takes  p lace ,  
the  post-high school  enrollment w i l l  be r e s t r i c t e d .  With a l a rge  number of 
school d i s t r i c t s  feeding high school  s tuden t s  t o  the  a r e a  school ,  i t  is 
doubtful  the  post-high school  program w i l l  be very extensive.  

We do not  i n  any way in tend t o  downgrade the  importance of high 
school  vocational- technical  education. But i f  our goal is post-high school  
vocat ional  education,  i t  is doubtfu l  i t  can be accomplished t o  any g rea t  
extent  when i t  is mixed with the  high school  curriculum. We need only look 
t o  Minneapolis f o r  a good example of tha t .  Minneapolis, a s  you blow, has 
the  only vocat ional  school i n  the  s t a t e  with a s u b s t a n t i a l  por t ion  of its 
enrollment a t  t h e  high school  l eve l .  This has meant t h a t  the  post-higH 
school  enrollment has had t o  be severe ly  r e s t r i c t e d .  There a r e  o the r  con- 
cerns about t h i s  j o i n t  arrangement i n  t h e  suburbs. It w i l l  be s o l e l y  a 
voluntary ac t ion ,  thus the re  is  no requirement t h a t  the  schools  go ahead. 
F ina l ly ,  we understand t h a t  under a j o i n t  arrangement the  amount of s t a t e  
a id  forthcoming w i l l  be l e s s ,  because there  w i l l  be fewer non-residents.  
A s  you know, the  non-resident a id  is s u b s t a n t i a l l y  g r e a t e r  than the  r e s iden t  
a id .  

Another shortcoming of the  voluntary arrangement of e s t ab l i sh ing  
vocational- technical  schools is t h a t  the re  is no assurance i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  
be placed where the  g r e a t e s t  need e x i s t s .  
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Our Conclusions and Proposals--Problems of post-high school 
vocational- technical  education were considered by a Cit izens League commit- 
t e e  which prepared a repor t  published i n  June, 1967, t i t l e d  " ~ o & i t y  
Colleges f o r  the  Metropolitan ~ r e a " .  I n  t h a t  repor t  w e  concluded: (1) An 
adequate supply of post-high school vocational- technical  education f a c i l i -  
t i e s  w i l l  not  be made ava i l ab le  i n  the seven-county a rea  through the  volun- 
t a ry  ac t ions  of l o c a l  school boards. (2) Vocational-technical education 
is  f a r  too important t o  be l e f t  t o  voluntary ac t ion of l o c a l  school boards. 
(3) Action a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  is required. (4) Opportunities f o r  youth 
f o r  post-high school education must be broadened and not be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
ce r t a in  curr icula .  (5) Unnecessary duplicat ion of physical  p lant  and 
courses between junior colleges and vocat ional  schools should cease. 

This led us t o  our recommendation f o r  a new s t a t e  board, super- 
seding the  S t a t e  Junior College Board, t o  be responsible f o r  post-high 
school vocational- technical  education and junior college-type courses. 
Thus, t h e  respons ib i l i ty  would be c lea r ly  i n  t h i s  new board t o  provide the  
necessary vocational- technical  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  the  Twin C i t i e s  a rea  as par t  
of t r u e  community colleges.  We were w e l l  aware of long-standing disputes 
between the  vocational- technical  people and t h e  junior college people. We 
f e l t  tha t  the  new board should be adequately representa t ive  of a l l  i n t e r -  
e s t s ,  and t h a t  t h e  governor be required t o  appoint persons i n  such a way 
as  t o  assure t h a t  these i n t e r e s t s  would be represented. We suggested there  
could be a 9-member board with 3 members appointed by t h e  governor from a 
list of p o t e n t i a l  appointees suggested by t h e  Minnesota Vocational Associa- 
t i o n ,  3 appointed by the  governor from a l i s t  of p o t e n t i a l  appointees sug- 
gested by t h e  Association of Minnesota Colleges, and 3 addi t ional  persons 
appointed by t h e  governor a t  h i s  d i sc re t ion .  

We f u r t h e r  s t r e s s e d  these would be open-door i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  which 
the  s tudents  would f i r s t  be admitted without question i f  they had f in ished 
high school. They would not  have t o  meet requirements before they were 
admitted. After  they were admitted, then higher requirements might be 
imposed f o r  ce r t a in  technical  courses. But a s tudent  would not  be denied 
admission before he got  ins ide  the  door, as is  current ly  t h e  case with the  
vocational- technical  schools. Nor would a student  be required t o  make a 
decision on h i s  vocation before he was admitted t o  the school. By the  same 
token, i f  he des i red  he could make t h a t  decision and take a l l  h i s  courses 
i n  t h a t  d i rec t ion.  A t  the  same time he  would have t h e  opportunity, i f  he  
chose, t o  take  some of t h e  academic-type courses as w e l l .  Individuals  need 
to  have t h e  opportunity t o  take general  education and job-oriented courses 
i n  the  same i n s t i t u t i o n .  The average 20-year-old can expect t o  change jobs 
about s i x  o r  seven times during h i s  l i f e .  Young people need not only t o  be 
t ra ined f o r  s p e c i f i c  jobs but  a l so  t o  be provided with general  education 
t o  equip them f o r  job changes. 
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We acknowledged the problem of t u i t i o n ,  and f e l t  t h a t  a modest 
t u i t i o n  uniformly applied would be preferable  t o  any type of discriminatory 
t u i t i o n  i n  which c e r t a i n  courses required t u i t i o n  and o thers  d id  not .  We 
would r e a d i l y  support a system of f r e e  t u i t i o n ,  but  f e l t  on balance t h a t  
t h i s  would be an u n r e a l i s t i c  recommendation t o  t h e  S t a t e  Legis la ture .  We 
were aware t h a t  c e r t a i n  individuals  might f i n d  i t  impossible t o  a t tend a 
school  i f  the  t u i t i o n  were too high. We bel ieve  t h a t  t h i s  can be overcome 
by a system of scholarships o r  o ther  types of a id .  The important th ing  t o  
s t r e s s  is t h a t  a s tudent  should not  be encouraged t o  take  one type of course 
because he can ' t  a f fo rd  t o  take another type. 

We have out l ined what we bel ieve  t o  be t h e  r e a l  c r u c i a l  problems 
t h a t  must be faced and how tie bel ieve  they can be solved. It would appear 
appropriate t h a t  your r epor t  might t r y  t o  answer some of t h e  quest ions we 
faced,  such as the  following: 

. Is it  reasonable t o  expect t h a t  the  post-high .school 
vocat ional  schools needed i n  the  Twin C i t i e s  area  w i l l  actu- 
a l l y  be provided under t h e  present  law? 

. Is i t  r e a l i s t i c  t o  attempt t o  o f f e r  both high school and 
post-high school vocational- technical  education i n  the  same 
i n s t i t u t i o n  and expect t o  give adequate a t t e n t i o n  t o  both? 

. Should r e s t r i c t i o n s  on admission t o  s p e c i f i c  courses be 
applied before a s tudent  is  admitted t o  the  school ,  o r  a f t e r  
admiss ion? 

. Should s tudents  have the  opportunity t o  take  academically 
or iented  courses,  i f  they want t o ,  while enrol led  i n  vocat ional  
courses? 

We would be most happy t o  v i s i t  with you a t  g rea te r  length. 

S incere ly ,  

Ted Kolderie 
Executive Direc tor  \ 


